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Scriptures Self- Evidence + * 


TO PROVE 


Its Exiſtence, Authority, Gerry 
it Self, and Sufficiency (in its kind } tet 
- aſcertain others, That it is Inſpur'd & 
God co be the Only Rule of Faith, 


As a Plea for Protelincs In COR IJ 


fence of their Profefſion, and incenderl . 
only for the uſe and infies ion. of 
Fulgy ſort, 7hev Fordt's *\ W 
Pie of Hs Ye; brit melby + 
Iſa. 8, 20. To the Law, and tyth: reſume, 
Inks 4 39. Seaich th2 Scr ptures, &c, 'S 


Canon'ca auroritas veteris- & novi Teſtamenti, q® 
Apoſtolorum confirwata remportug Kick 2 22 
nes. Epiſcoporum, & thy -+- A 
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eorapleathems 


TO AL L : 
| X HA negate Protepapts, 


Nu deſire gnd reſolve to hold —— 
_. faſftheir Profeſſion 5 Eſpeci- 


4 choſe, who.are teaft able 
.to © SRO EES.. | 


NID 


" $Martel not, if you thizk. Jour 

i oe! 9) wel! grandes ; {2s your 
Religion, whiles 304 aye atle 

to Py a Reaſo, 02 of the hape that is 
172, Jou, by | Braving the vArticles of 
Jour. Fadth out. of cripture. Far 
[4.57 [thes..pexſmaſion you are of the 
ſane. mn with me, whoeuer you 
are, However, I muſt admoniſh 
-J0#,, that what pleaſes you and me, 
. Aath not ſatisfie all; : For. there are 


"dt \t- of wy" haze been) ſuch 
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. To ihe Reader. | 
a will as "JÞu; How jouwre able'to 


God, and the anly Rale of Faith 2 
- Therefore it concerns you, .and me 
too," aÞ the times ave Y1o-bethink 
; ourſelves what to Anſwer, when.we 


that you may bave ſomewhat to reply, 

* A bave in this enſucng' Diſcourſe 
25Uuen you ' ſome of "# A thouehts, 
which 1 yy taken up by occaſion of 
this Pueſtion, that may be put'to w. 

' Throw Too That vert Learged 
both Engliſh ard' Outlandi 
Diuines have beſtowed thety pains, 

to prove the authority of Scripture 

: < " - we account it, and that" it is 
» only Rule of Faith. But the la- 
x bo e ps ou are _ web 


prove Scripture to be the: word of 


"halt he pt to the Queſtion. And 
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TotheReader: 
70 aplain Engliſh ſtyle and-pbroſe,, * 
f and of no great price, tocaſe your 
purſes, that; you, may have by ou 
ſorgembat to, ſwer your Mduerſa- 
b [46S In #64 u{e and 41.90 Scr {Piuxe 
wYery-little, or nothing at all 1n'a 
| Manner, becau'e 1 7 cut off occa- 
ſton from our Aduerſaries, who will 
elle ſay, 1 prove gy Copciiuiion, Ly: 
that which is the thind in. 2neftion. 
How neceſſary it 38 for you to be” 
well informed 13 this Caſe, and to be 
fortified againſt the aff aults of ſuch 
as lie in wait to undermine you, 
and turn up the foundations of your 
Faith, 1 muſt leave you to be Fudges. 
For our Adverſaries, I am reſolved 
never to draw the Saw againft thei 
partly, becauſe of mine wſufficienty 
meny wayes to enter the Laſts with 
ſuch Glant-like men; andeſprcially, 
becauſe thre are ſo many warthies 
"072 our fide, whoſe great abilities 
and advantages (ſuch as Imart) 
A3 cams 
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caniot' but encourage chem to what 
F, rg ziot undertake; "All of des 


gr is t Wo ten: ants wie 


five "eto darn, \Ati to fuch 3 
offor theſe weakenitle#vdbars of mize} 
2» hope they nay ſugge#" ſomewhat 
that may oeref fo and uphildthe 
wt, til they be further 2 Gel 
by the belpf more able hand. 
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PEPSPEE: PEPEED 
SCRIPTURE 

THE | 
Only Rule of Faith: 


Roteſtants have alwayes coun= 
| ted the Scriptures of: the Old 
| and New Teſtament, to be - 

the Inſpiration of God, and 
the: only Rule of Faith and Manners. 
And that they may abide and. in. 
creaſe more and more inthis per. 
ſwaſion, is, and ſhall be my hearts 
deſire and prayer to God for: them. 
But though they hold Scripture for 
a Principle and Ground-plot of their 


| Faith, yer they are called upon 


(ſomewhat, methinks,: befides the : 

Laws of Science ) toproveit, And 

this Task 1 am willing 1n their bebalf 
We. - A4, 
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' to undertake, becauſe the Lord hath 
. commanded us, tobe. always ready 


to give 4 reaſon of the hopr- that 1s 1n 
*- Fog this.confideration, and-no- 


© thing elſe, hathiembo'dned me to 


leg _ Yeprtd know: the rattonal 
unds which *Protefiants have. to 
perſwade them, that Scripture is the 
Word of God, and written by his 


-command, to be the only Rule of 


Fyith'unto all Chriſtians, And what 
PT have to' ſay upon: this account, [ 
ch reduce unto theſe two particu. 
rs. -. | a” 
.{2.: I ſhall alledge' fome of thoſe 
ratiohal} Grounds by which: P:ote- 
Rants are induc'd - to belizve the 
Scripture to be divincly inſpir'd, 
withrhe Concluſion which (we think) 


. muſt witjavoidably follow; viz. That 


itis.che only/Rule'of Faith, - © *- 


oy 


_ (ſhall lictle-diſcuſs the Que- 


flion, wherber' Tradition, the Chur-. 
ches Teſtimony, or.any thing of thar- 
nature, can be-rationally allowedthis 


r8ay Ptivilzdge of being a Rule: of 
IS UIRA conclude all with 
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of Papiſis againſt Scripture, (becauſe 
as.it igalbthey can ſay worth our no- 
tice, ſo'it:1g look'c on by chem as ani 
invincible «Ach: ) and a ſhort, 

ut-ſerious. admagition to all Pro- 
tefants who mind che concernments 
of. theic lpuls, or .caay be ,perſyaded 
20: 161 227044 3 


[4 
? | 


' The former Part, 

Shewtzo the Rational Grounds up" | 
which Proteſtants believe Scrip- - 
ture tobein pir d of God, DAY 


LY Cripture is-(as it calls ic ſelf ) 
& 2 Light, and therefore is belt 
- K# ſeenin, and by, and of u ſelf, - 
Jthotgh there, by-nothing-clſe to ſheiw 
1t.,.Hence-ic is,” that when we. have 
ſaid ay much\as we can, to prove its 
-Divin2 authorigy, ve muſt (.1 HTeave 
Ic ro be ſecnin js own Light, and to 
Prove 4tiſe it the Maniteftation of 
Gods-migd-and-will, made; to the 
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ſon5'6?  mmeni. * Artd uponddiid-cohi> 
deration'it will appear ſ6;40/any thar 
are judicious and inipartial; For how 
can it be proFd to be what it is 
* any argument, beſides thearrefation 
given 1c by God, = his boom 
the evident foke#s of God 

init? Andſo it proves It orgs uſt 
as 2 Learned man proves himſelf a 
Scholar by bis- earned Exerciſes, 
when he 1s called to them ; or as 
God ptoves bimſelf eo be-yyhat he is, 
by what be ſaith and doth, 

However, We, are--put to prove 
our Principles, andiwe are contented 
ſo to. do, as, well a8 we can, 1 fay 
as well as we'can, becauſe" all Scho- 
lars know that Principles are moſt 
hardly prov'd againſt ſuch, as hive 
1npudence enough to deny chem, 
And here I muſt in order to my-ih- 
rended work, requeſt the Reader'to 
grant me ſomewhat which ſeems 
very reaſonable, and ( 1 hope) will 
. b» ſuppoſed ſuch by all that are in- 
different and impartial, 
1.” Thatin this Caſe, I cat alledge 

no rational Arguments, — 
| uC 
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ſuch as' Scripture yields and dffets;" - 
to prove. it ſelf inſpired of God; 
ſo that my work 1s to let others ſee 
the lighe wherein Scripture-ſhews 
it ſelf. 

2, 1 do not in this undertaking 
charge Papilts, as denying in texms 
the Sctipture co be Divinely inſpired. 
For they grant ic in a fort, when they 
ſay, The Churches Teſtimony makes 
ic not Authencical and Canonical in+ 
ic ſelf, but, quoad nos, in reſpeR to 
us, Who cannot otherwiſe be aſcer- 
rained of its Divine authority, 

3. I hope it will not be expeRed - 
from me, that I ſhall prove the 
Divine authority of Scripture ſo, as. 
to ſilence all Gain-ſayers, fince no- 
thing can be ſo proved as there will : 
not bez ſome to make: exceptions. 
W hat can be more certain then Gads 
Exiſtence ? And yet how:many are 
there who deny , or queſtion 1:2 - 
Chriſt came a Light inta-the World, 
and what Chriſtian dare ſay- or think 
he did not ſufficiently prove himſelf 
to- be. ( what he was ) the promiſed 


HMeſſias ? yet all he could ſayor dg: 
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It purpoſe, was not eficugh: 
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- of Fags}t the mott. of bis Country-' 
- "ifen' and Kinred, 'that he was the. 


Lords: Chtrift.- AH rthat'1 can rea- 
ſonably defigs, is to ſhew ; that 
Scripture 5s" a* ſhining Light , rhar 
deth ſufficiently prove it felf ro be 
rnſ{pired'of God, though many have 
not eyes to ſee lr, | 

_ . 4:1r muſt be ſuppoſed in this Dii- 


- eourſe, rhat as there ig'one living and 
- True God, ſo this God'is-to be ho- 


meutedand adored'by Fig reafonab'e 
Creatures, with that ſervice and 
worſhip which may becofne his '1n- 
fivite and moſt excellent Majeſty. 
Hence it canvot be denyed}, "that 


there muſt be ſome Revelation-made 
by God himſelf, concerning' that 


wy of worſhip wherein h- wilt have 
his Creatures to ſerve him, © Forwhs6 
can kifow What pleaſes God , +bur 
he bimſelf,.' and. rbey ro » horn 'he 


- mzkes known the 'good pleaſure cf. 


hts will ? 

Now ſuppoſing ſome Revelation 
Sodgwilt in order to that ſervice 
will accepr, and be well 
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pleaſed with, -] may ask this Queſii- 


on, viz," If Sctipenre be ' nor! this 
Revefation, where is ic? And this 
will lie hafd upon all who acknow- 
ledge one only rrue God; that made 
Heaven 'and Earth,” to ſhe ſome 
other, and better manifeſtation con- 
cerning »the will and wayes of God, 
chefi whar he hath madein his writ< 
ten word, Bur this is to be diſcufs*d 


hereafter, and for the preſent Il am 


to ſhew how, and wherein Scriprure 


Fpeaks ic ſelf the word of God, and- 


by confequence the Role of Faith, 


a __ 
I £ _ _— wee. 


Rational Grounds upan which Prote- 
ftants are perſwaded, that Scrip» 
ture is Divinely mſpired. 


T, yrs is- nothing which coth 
* » © ſo fully arid clearly, ſo puns 
Qually and” perfeRly-.declare + the 
mind of God 1n all particulars, which 
coneern his Gloty, of tnans eveclaſt- 
ing happineſs ; as Scripture doth, 
To enfo:ce this a little ;* we'readily 
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(8) 
ant the law-of Nacure to be a light- 
ewing. us ſomewhat, yea very 
much of Gad, and concerning. our 
Duty towards him, But how imper. 
fe& and obſcure ischis lighr, in com- 
pariſon: of 'that which ſhines out ta | 
us- tn - Scripture ?- Scripture indeed 
doth nct contradict ic, How ſhould 
it? Both are of God, and one Truth 
cannot poſſibly -contradti& another, 
Nay 'further, as Scripture. conſents 
ro, and concurs with the light of 
Nature, {© 1t reproves the negleR, 
and incites to a due improvement 
of it, as might be ſhew'd in many 
particulars, if we were pur to it, 
But how dim and. dark is Natures 
lizhe,'as ro the way of reconcilin? 
theworld unto God, when it teaches 
- Nothing ar all about 1t? The Hea- 
thens had their Offerings and Sacri- 
| fices £0. appeal(e their Gods, and in 
theſe {forought any can ſay to the 
contrary. } they had light from Gods ' 
people who had the Divine Oracle. . 
But all thoſe Offerin2s of cheirs were 
” . Jying vanittes, becauſe they had not 
% - any the teaſt apprebenſions of God 
"IS mani- 


%Y 


(-9) 
manijeſied 1nthe-fleſb to be a Savi- 
_ our of finners.: And whatzevelation 
' hath God made of his mind abour this 
us coneernment,. beſides what we 
ave: in-Scripeure ? dif ever any of 
che iLearned - Heathens: 10 a As 
dream of ſuchia-work, as Gods recon- 
cling the! world to. bumſelf- by Jeſus 
Chriſt ? And- yet Papiſls (1 hope ) 
will acknoyledoe with us, that he 
alone is the? Mediatour. of propitiz- 
tion between Godand man. - - 

Now how came we and they-to 
know this great myRetieyif we learnt 
ic.not from Scripture? And could any- 
but:God-reveal icro.us? And ſince it 
is tEvealediin Scripture; have we-not 
reaſon to believe} thatit'was yyritten 
by the finger of God? WT. 

Fot the only way of purging fin, 
and ſanRifying our Gnfull parures; 
'v hathave any Heathensdone by their 
- uemeft- mprovement of-thelr natu- 
ral light? They have indeed many 
-of them commended yertu&-tothe 
skies, and exhortedothersto it, - Bur 
; what is 'that moral  excellency and 
perftRion, which the a" 

a 


- 
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And ro prove this I 
' Thit rrve holineſs conſis eſpecially 
inche thward impreſſions and: diſpo- 
'ſitions, which make a man meer for 
'communigg with God, andin rhe in- 


| ”J 5 oy 
indie ihw'be the: wotld have - 


. abowedt& promote-amongſt men ? 


Is it notof afar-infetiout nature, and 
quite ano'her' thing from hat true 
holineſs which is rav} bt in Scripture? 
Fo? this Prefer the Readerito alleats 
ed ſ& of the'Divine aitho» 
ir pocwbnk ( not'long fince 
Þ md) and odly ſay, though many 
Fotos by their nacurat tight-difco- 
-vered many vices, to\ſhun che pra- 
Qiſe of. them, "and were fober, Juſt, 


nd" rempergre - in compariſoi of 
-6thers,"yerall chis-moral righteouſ- 
'neſs in them, was far ſhort of Gods 
T0, and the” Divine: nature; m 


thoſe; who ate renewed by the Holy 


'Glioft; atid as different as” a" living 


man, and his fatue;, 'or 'pikure, 
though drawn (as we ſay) cothe life, 
all only ſay, 


*clinations, and Sirrigncs of the ſoul” 
' towatds God immediately,- ſyehi-2s 
JReIfofdins never knew. Thiepe's 
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2 fountain and*root Within -frem 
whence fprings all chat h6neſty, atd 
_ Integrity, and purity which appears 
in the outward converatton,' and all 
is from a mans being Tnoraſted ivto 
CliriRt; and feceivins from him a con= 
tinval fupply of his Spirit. _*And this 
' (Thope ) Papiſts wilt not deny, viz. 
Thar all ſpiritual-good is wrought 1: 
us by the Spirit of God.” * 
Now this way of holineſs bzinz 
taught us in Scripture, we conclude 
Sciipture to be written with Gods 
finger, becauſe no other then God 
could reveaFſuchglorious truths tous, _ 

Let ic be ſhew'd us, hoy theſe things' 

\ came to'b2z written where we find | 
them, and who wrote them, if God 
did not. Once we'think it a rational 
and unqueſtionable conclufion,* That 
Scripture is given by inſpiration'oF 
God; becavſe we find in it the only 
way of out acc:ſs ro,'am acceptnce 
wich:God; ind«hc only way of Puti- 
fying if fo, as we may be meet for 
comminidiwith him ſor ever. And 
why 2" Even becauſe God alohe could 
teach us: theſe things, which the 
"A tearts 


, 
" » 
=_ —*% 
Ly 
F : 
» # ths Ay 4 
3 FT 
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- Hheartsof men or Angels otherwiſ 
* Ccouldneverhave conceiv'd, 
All chis while we grant, that theſe 
-— things were. revealed co ſome men, 
 - bHefore they, were recorded. in- the 
written word. But: we expeR Papiſts 
will not ſend us to Revelations now 
adayes: And for any other way of 
knowing theſe myſteries , then by 
Scripture, we know-none, and there- 
fore reſolve it is of God, and cannot 
be of any other. - 
How much will this argument be 
. - , enforc'd, when we further conſider, 
F of many other particulars reveal'd in 
Job.5.3. Scriptute, which none 4ut God conld 
Tim. 3.6, nofibly hems As thatthere are three 
on 1.14-2hat bear record in heaver. That God 
1 was manifeſted in our fleſh, ſo as the 
alone- Mediatour was God-Man in 
one Perſon, Could any.Creature:de- 
clare theſe,. if ir-were not inſpir'd, 
- and taught of God? Againz How 
could any Creature come to knw, 
how the world-was made > or. how 
could man come to know, how him» 
_ ſelf was firſt-made our of the duſt? 
Canthe creature remember the time; 
| or 


(13) by 
or know-4ge manner of itsown Crea- a, 
tion: ? where have we theſe but "4 
ln Scripture? 1 bd wg he 

* You wltay, eſc and. Wes we 
reveal'd in-Scripwure ; But how doth — 
the argument hold good, that rhe . 
Scripture 1s of! God ,, bz cauſe theſe 
thingsare revealed in ir? 

:The argumentLis good, and canndt 59! 
be otherwiſe accounted by.any, that . 
are tior profeſſed Antichriftians, be- 
cauſe they-owny theſe _ lons- as 
Divine, and Heavenly, Ts * For 
(1-ſay:again) {ceing we havein Scrip» 
rnd or rang: 

cernity ,, 9 enungs AI 
findingount by-any. crecture; we mult © - 
of- neceſhty. ewty and acknowledge | 
God alone'ro have wtitten-this word. 
Nay: Atheiſts chemſelves cannot bur 
know thattheyare duſk”; 

' Andinow- 1: ſhall: enforce this, by 
ſheming, further, that Sctipture can- 
-nBot be the work or invention of any 
Creature, eicher. Angels, or Men, 
[:200dvor bad;> Good men, or-Angels 
would:never deviſe' ſuck things, and 
oy the wereof God; Forchac would 


WER 
cannot 


be ſuch a belyins God L 
rationally believe them capable of, 
_ Wicked Ma nd Devils: would: never 


| thing;uspennins &. 
re eh fo eng Aron 
FP muck wo the exalting'of Gods and 


the abaſing of themſelves. Thus would 
—_ beento deſtroy, and overthrow 
- * © all-whictitheyJabbut ſo much rowp- 
hold. Hence we make this:chablenge, 
w o:{t was that: [/t6mpofed rhis'Bock | 
{'ve Bible )/if God did nor? | * 
i; je, that it may be a col- 
3 lc&ion' of -many things made up out 
” ofthe mbmirnentsofmanyages: We 
\" may juftly demand,. what bands they 
Me 9] => To cothipited chem,.and a_ 
ind'ivhere they: liv'd? If: they ved : 
in Moſes tithe; howco [they wrice | 
of the Kings?” If-in the: rimes ofthe 
former Kings, how: could: they give 
2n 4ccodnt of 1h& tarter 2 Tf-in the 
Lot of the-latter, how came-the 
perſed Fews to have foimany Co- 
"= the Law of Moſes 'Inaword; |, 
coultavy | Tres or men-wrue of © 
ſo-miny things done in ſo-many ages, 
"fo far dim'one from-anorher: is or 
W 


4 


(#5) -4 
howicoutd an man give an4ccount I... - id 
-of whac was from the very, be  - + 
einnivg, and before man was made ? | 
.. fic bs ſaid; chat it iv the work of 
tn»ty 10 ſeverat ages, wedefice ro de 
.fatished; Howall  aprec:locx- 
:a&ly xogerher? and, wah. Ware they 
-chat compiled out Bibles ?.,or, how 
came they all co agree incalling ic th2 
: Word of:(Gad? :LMabomet indeed 
,compileda:Rock,,which is to-7 #745 
- and others, as: the Scripture is t0.Us. 
- For thofe: dsJuded ſouls count. th: 
» Alcaran their Rule'of faith and.man- 
ners: And Mahdmet calls binaela bs 
. great::Pjophess and ſo hig followers 
, account of Bim to this day... Noe 
 teaſonable:. man; Ces.not a bundle Of 
fallacies and: tolles in that Book, 
- which by irs concraditions and xici- 


« culous relatians, canſueesic ſelf with- '_ 2 


" ohe more ade?” fin bo»; 
-: -TherEare niany paſſages; in..Scr 
"ure which Leerg'40. vancragl2. ade 
\ another. There-are ſo, bur they ſeem 
-only contradiaiqns, and are not{ueh 


« * 
- 


| indeed. And whoare:theyWwhich/ap- 
- prehendiuch courradigions? ape the 
'Þ | oe 


| (16) 
not commontyſuch.as are nhofbigno- 
rant, of Taft: affeced-ro the Scrip» 
tare ?' But the mural conſifiencyof 
jt thoſe paſſages may be ſoon found 
by allt{fit areincetiigent; andwill 
uſe rheir diligence for\chi1 end.. Arid 
| efeldmepatiagesco us 
trecohcilable, wilt i ic follow;they. = 
ſuchin thenjſelves? SucelyTthe 

*ral confiftency<of Scripture Ate 
* ſelf mizhit becnbugh ro:perfade us, 
rather to-tharpe our ſelves with igne- 
rance; then-to ſuſpe@irofdny mi- 
ake. 'Andhere I catnot mic what a 
ws lexthed man hath-obſervcd, 2iz;' 4 


ind 6 wee Fur oo. 
þ => dvr L vs Cl as, 
nder rhe /eridiig {gr chili from 


ingly bold, and” vemturons ) ' contra- 
dittions, that yet neuther thechinour of 
theirtruth,- nor that unity which they 
have wm, and with thensſeives; :ſhall 
-(arhefairh) atal ſ#fer by: Bor:recon- 
*Elling thoſe ſeething concradictions, 
Fe  - not my work : at preſent, .: Quly 

111 give-you one- conſideration, 

rI find-itche-fame Aucbor,\and 
ir is ih, That Soripturdtdonorftand 


to | 
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(9). 
to- excuſe or purge” themſelves,” as if 
there were any cauſe to ſuſptft rhens of 
any croſſneſs, or contraruety uno one 
wnther, No; They ſfeak fremplace to 
place, 'what they have # mind to-ſay, 
with that liberty and freedom, as if 
there were nothing ſaid 'by them el/e- 
where, that either was like to ſuffer the 
leaft prejudice by it, or elſe to caſt the 


leaſt RR on it, They that hayea 


mind to ſatisfie themſelves fuither 
about this confideration; May read his 
Diſcourſe of rhe Divine Authotiry of 


'the Scriptures, Pag. 55, 56, Oc. 


I ſhall adde fora further confirma- 
tion of Scriptures Divine Authority z 


| That wh3tever ic hath forerold, bath 
"been accordingly fulfilled, and that 


not as Star-gazers Prognofitcations, 
at rayudom andadventure, but pun&u- 
ally znd preciſely in every particular 
circuttiftance;” So the New Teſtament 
confitms the Old, by ſhewing how 
what 'was foretold many ages, and 


ſome thouſands of yeats before, came 
"to be'fulffted and accompliſhed in 


every particular, juſt as'it was fore- 


fore- 


* rold; Many things (ne know) may be - 


_— 8. 
foreſeen io-theig cauſes, o,as intel- 


% 


Ugcnf apd obſervarit men may fore- 
tell, them, as,more then meer ſur- 
mules or conje&uresz andthe Devil 
+ (propably)can'do very much this way. 
-Bur Scripture foretells choſe things 
of which,no reaſon of man can make 
_ .aty probable -cqnjeCture,. becauſe as 
they are _bigh and: havenly, ſo:they 
are purely contingent,” depending 
only gn mill and pleaſure of God, 
theretore the exatt performance 
.of choſe things in all particulars, is a 
bs firongevidence to prove it wri:ten 
- * by che fpger of God. .: Apd hence 1c 
is fooftenrepeated inthe New Telta- 
'ment, [7 bat it-might be faulted, c:] 
. * But bere is no warrant more then 
Scripture , whoſe authority \is. the 
b.. "thing that is quefiioned, . . . 
+. .. 1 x, We bayc the conſent aud tefti- 
% ; gay: of an;tent Heachen, writers, 
Z .WDO, 


who have. recorded apd hinted many 
of thoſe pacticulars... Bznides ;. none 
.of raſviomuaton Oe if ;r | 
 r#bole Prophecies, er the tuſfillipg o 
'Fhem,. 28; (for inflance.). our Say 
Pyro Pit, Dry 


y ppeurie Peach, Relereg : oughs 
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' (1s) 
Though queſtionleſs they would have 
done their utmoſt, had they not been 
filenced by the nocoriety of the e- 
vents, every way anſwerable to the 
predieions. 

2. What need we any more wit- 


. neſles, when all chat Scripture hath 


foretold, and declared as the counſel 
and will of God, is alwayes fulfilled 
every day, as we may ſec with our 
eyes. And this ſerves to confirm 
the Divine authority of it, That no 
work of God 1s con'rary to his word, 
or varies from 1t in the leaſt, bur all 
his Pcovidencesof Mercy and Judge- 
ment, in all changes and chances, 


' fill anſwer his promiſes and threat- 


nings in Sctipture. Yea, the ſuff-r- 
ings of Gods Se: vints ſhew as clearly 
as any thing elſz, the fulfilling of the 


written Word, ſince nothing is ſpo- 


ken of in Scripture more often, fully, 
or plainly. And here we may chal- 
lenge the World to ſhew any partt- 
cular paſſage of providence, ' which 
ſures not exactly with. what is reveal'd 


{ inthe Word; and therefore we are 
| confident of this conſent between 


B the 


(20) 
-the word, and works of God,. as « 
-Rrongevicence- in the Cafe, For 
how impoſſible is it that any one, or 
all men together, (hould pen a Book 
ſo preciſely an(wering to all and eve- 
ry thing that happens in the World ? 
Whar (1 pray ) chath happened to 
- this hour, whereof an obſervant and 
knowing Chriſhtan may not ſay, This 
45 no more then what was foretold, 
and no other then whar God hath 
ſaid in his word ſhould be? Indeed 
Arheiſts and Epicures may dally 
awhile with Scripture , as they do 
-with God himſelf, and count ſuch 
things as theſe of ſmall confidera- 
tion. - But they of them whoare yer 
alive might ſee, if they ſhut not their 
eyes,” how Scripture is continually 


fulfilling in their fellows ; and hence. 


mee are bold to queſtion them, yea; 
- and dare them to ſhew, that Gods 


wofd hath not laid hold on ſuch ag 


<they are, juſt ſo as is foretold in 
- -Scriptuce, Oh! That theſe miſcreants 
would bur read, and obſerve Scrip- 


ture ! ſurely then they woulddiſcern 
what will be their end, even the ſame F 
as. 


(21) 

as of thoſe that went before them. 
And though God hath left himſelf a 
lacicude 1n all his providential diſpen- 
ſations, ſo as we cannot preciſely 
reſolve 1n every particular concern- 
ing Wicked ones, what ſhall befall 
them on catrth, yet even that latitude 
is hintzd,. and what Caſe is there 
wherein we are not provided for by 
ſome reſolution of it in Scripture ? 
To inſtance yet again ; What dehgn 
hath che Devil been driving on in 
theſe laſt ages of the World, for 
troubling and difturbing the Church, 
or bindring the work of God in and 
about ic, of which there is not a 
Preſident, or parallel Inſtance in 
Scripture > Or what diſtreſſes, dan- 
vers and ſufferings have ever atten- 
ded Gods people, of which there are 
not ſome, the ſame, or like, to be 
found upon record in the written 
Word, that ſo all Saints even to the 
worlds end, through patience, and 
omfort of the Scriptures, might 
bave Hope 2 And hence all that fear 
God have this to encourage them, 
that their troubles are no more then 
; | B3 what 
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( 22) | 
-what others before them have under« 
oone; and that when 'cis at worlt, 
there will be deliverance 2nd enlarge- 
ment, as there hath been alwayes 
heretofore in the ſame, or the like 
Caſes, And hence atfſo, they may 
challenge all thoſe who quarrel Scrip- 
cures authority, who, or where is be, 
that conceiv'd, and contriv'd ſuch a 
Writing, befide bim who alone can 
foreſee, and provide againſt all 
events, though never ſo contingent 
and caſual > Ler Atheiſts then ſport 
themſelves as they pleaſe , "and as 
long as they can, their time is ſhorr, 
and ir will not be long ere they come 
to know, whether Scripture be the 
word of God or no. Doubtleſs the 
continual fulfilling of Scripture 1n 
the courſe of Gods providence, 1s a 
fingular good argumenvr to any ſound 
ChriRian , who can ſet ns ſeal to 
Scripture, and ſay, This is ſo, and 
: know it by-wbat is co be ſeen every 
ay. 


Scripture ſheys i ſelf the wordof: 
God, 1n the mighty force and ef 
cacyofi ic upon th ray cf = men. 
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(23) 
Sometimes in caſting down, and 
ſometimes again 1n comforting, an4 

ve-f| lifting up..* Yea ſtrange and wonder- 

yes] full have been the effeRs of it on- the 

tkef] godly,” and the wicked, as might be 

Jay ſhewed by many Inſtances, but I may 

ip-J not eniarge my ſelf this way, not is 

ef] there need more then to hint it, as 

b aff #82rgument, and leave ic to be con- 

an] ſidered of by ſuch as are ſober and 

all} perſwadable. All chat 1 ſhall do 

nei more, is oily to anſwer an objeRion, 

ref which is this, 0:2, That only ſome Oz, 
asf preciſe and over-nice People ſo-con. 

ceity as if Scripture could do great 
matters : But others are not bound 

to a belief of their fancizs. Forthem- 

ſelves, they. find no ſuch- power it 

hath towound, or ſearch their hearts, 

and therefore they believe no ſuch 
thing, as ſome talk of, about the force 

'of Scripture Working upon the con- 
ſciences,. and diſcovering the hearts 

of men. | 

” They are not Phanaticks only who $o/, 
Fare ſo conceiced of Scripture, There 
$ are, .and have been many too well 


| conceired of themſelves, and who 
v'Y NR had. 
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(24) 
had little regard eicher to the Scrip- 
ture, or him that (we ſay) penndirt 
with his own finger, which. have 
found by experience the mighty force 
of ir. prevailing againſt, and over 
them, Bur I forbear Inſtances, and 
ſhall only argue thus. The corrupt1- 
on of mans heart and nature running 
out in ſo many infinitely various 
wayes, as it hath and Gill doth, and 
ſo cunningly hiding it ſelf ( as much 
as oofſibly, ) from the eyes of the 
world, How ſhould the written word 
meet with it in all, and every of thoſe 
wayes, (as it doth )' if ir were not 
of 'God, that -alone ſearcheth rhe 
hearts > And whether it do, orno, 
_ We appeal to the conſciences of the 
moſt prophane ſcoffers, What is it 
. (ler chem ſpeak ) that hath many 
times challenged them for what they 
have done in ſecrer, when no eye, 
but that of God, could ſee rhem ? 
. Was It not conſcience within them? 
Ard could conſcience have thus | 
challenged them, if there had not Y 
| bzen ſome Law whereon to draw. the 
Inditment ? How could any _— | 
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(25) - 
beart (mite him for what no creature 
knows but himſelf, if his hearc did 
not know there is a Judgement, and 
a Soveruign power that' will call to 
an account for the hidden things of 
darkneſs ? Ir muſt be ſome ſenſe of 
a ſupreme Authority, that keeps the 


* heart in awe, and cauſes it to refle&t 


ſadly upon its irregularities in ſecret ; 
and this ſenſe muſt ariſe from ſome 
manifeftation, which hath bzen made 
by the only Law-giver, who ſearch. 
eth the hearcs. Men are never afraid 
of men for any thine, which (they 
are ſure) can never be found our, 


or proy'd againſt chem 7 Buttheyare 


affaid of Gods Judgement ;- which: 
could not be, if there were not ſome 
known Lav that frighted them with + 
ſad expeQtations ; and what Law can 
that be, other then what we bave in 
Scripture * Now let them ſpeak 
(if any can) what it was thar ever 


_ enter'd into theif hearts, which the. 


written word cid not let them know, 
as well as they themſelves in every 


-- ccumſtance, if they pleaſe to cons 


ſider. it, and compare all togerher, © 
wr R 4. And 


Im. 


(26) 
And let them ſhew roo (if they can) 
how the written word ſhould be 
privy to all their inmoſt thovehes, 
if it were not penn'd by him that 
fearcheth the hearts, and reins. 
The wiſeſt of men-could never frame 
a Law to control more then the 
overt att. But. this Law gives a 
check to mens inward thoughts and 
lufts, when no a& appears., and 
ſpits HzlI-fire in their faces for 
what no creature knows beſides 
themſelves. 

To diſcourſe it a lirtle farther, 
where is ſuch another Law, as that 
of the Decalogue? or who but GoJ 


' could frame a Law ( all compriz'd 


In ten wcrds) to order the hearts 


| and lives of all men in all aces to 


the worlds end? A Law: that dif- 
covers and condemns all offences, 
in thought, word, and deed, and ne- 
ver had, nor will have need to be 
alrered in any the leaſt title of ir. 


" And where do we find. this Law ? 


Is it not in Scripture? Ir is indeed 
all of 1cwriccen in every mans hearr, 
vnleſs any pleaſe to except one 

Colts 
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(27) 
Commandment in it, But how doth - 
Scripture explain, and clear up thoſe. 
inbred notions of Religion, and mo- 
ral righteouſneſs imprinted in the: 
heares of men ,. which otherwiſe. 
would be very obſcure and uncertain, 
as- they have bzen in all; or moſt of 
the Heachens Þ- Though nature teach. 


' that there is a God, and he to be. 


ſerved, and worſhipped, yet Scrip- 
ture alone teaches the right way of: 
Divine Service. And it alone ſhews 
us the right way of doing all oftces 
of love to men, ſo as our chagity anc 
rizhreouſneſs may-be more then an- 
Outlide (ſhew of fair dealing, . when: 
the iofice- 19 nothing but hypocrifie 
and deceit, In-one word, Scripture 
alone gives us a Law that commands 
body and ſoul, and therefore we have 
cauſe to believe it a Law which God 
alone hath made, And if any proud 
and -ſcorpfull men-ſhall ſay, they 
know Do ſuch thing, I can deny it 
with more truth, chen they can 
affirm it, And affitm what they will * 
not beable todeny, when they ſhall 
find it true by wofull experience on 
B.5 their: - 


m__— 


their death-beds, or before, as others 


have done. 

I could bere ( to prove Sc:iprures 
Diviae authoricy ) ask the reaſcn,why 
ſuch as are molt vicious and abomi- 
nabie in their converſation, contrary 
to the rule of Reaſon, care ſo little 
for Scripture. It 1t were the word 
of a man, or any creature, what 
need they be afraid, or troubled 
about ir? For what were it more to 
them, then a Play-book, or a Ro- 
mance? certainly 'tis not for no- 
rhiog, that the vileſt of men care ſo 
lictle for, Scripture read, or open'd, 
and applyed. No ; Scripture ſearches 
their ſores even to the bottom, and 
farther by far, then they have a mind 
to be diſcovered to others, or them» 
ſelves. And noy let the world be 
judge, if the vileſt of men be not 
moſly the greateſt enemies to Scrip- 
ture, This 1s enough, if there were 
no more, to prove Scriptures deſcent 
and pedigree (as I may ſay) tobe 
from above. 

Let me adde this to. all the reſt, 
That a man may read a Philoſophical 
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diſc6urſe, or any Book that Treats 


of any civil and worldly matters, and 
never be rempted, as men common= 
ly are about Scripture, What's the 
reaſon ? and why ſhould it be thus? 
If I may judge, I muſt-profeſs from 
my heart, 1 can think of none ſo 
probable as this, That Scripture is 
of God, For certain the Devil is 
(as I may ſay) tooth and naile againſt 
It; and if it were of men; the Devil 
would cheriſh ( as much as he could) 
the belief of ic, becauſe it were a lye. 
But now, When all Books almoſt are 
own'd and receiv'd under the names 
of their reſpeRive Authors, it ſhews 
Scripture to be of God, (whoſe 
name only it b:ars) becauſe there 
is ſo much ado about the authority 
of it, 

Another beime of light to ſhew 
Scriptures Divine authority, * is its 
Antiquity, beyond all Records that 
make the faireſt pretence-to it, as 
hath been ſhewed of late by an er 
went Scholar in his labours:thts way. 
The gray Lars ( as ONE ſaith ) which 


are upon the head of Scriptme, fhew 


if 


. (30) 


it to be the off-ſpring of the antient of 


dayes; and this writing hath the pre- 
emmency to be inthus reſfett, the firſt 
born of all ts brethren, What Book 
dare to compare with ir, as to Anti- 


quity ? And that not only as to the 


matter, and contents Which were in 
che mind of God from eternity, but 
as to the writing which now paſles up 
and down the world, and may be 
ſcen, and read of all. Ler the world 
ſhew, if it can, any Book of ſo long 
anding, as the five Books of Moſes. 
Alas! The moſt antenr of all the 
Antients are but novices in compa- 
riſon, and how uncertain and ccn- 
fuſed any of them are in their diſco- 
veries, 13 to be ſeen at large tn the 
learned Author of Or:g. Sacr. above» 
ſaid. Hath any given us an account 
of the: worlds Creation and becin- 
In2, "ſuch as we have in Moſes? 
Surely any that will be ar pains to 
compare all together, will ſoon per- 
ceive- the difference, and vote our 
Bible as moſi travſcenJenet, To ſay 
no more, VU-umquodgque ſapit au- 
thorem; and Seripture in this 1s a 
| | re- 


(38 


reſemblance of God, who 1s call'd 


the antient of dayes, Yea, Scripture nan, 5, 9 


ts in refpeX of its contents eternal, 
as delivering to us the everlaſting 
counſels of God, What Book ever 
pretended to fuch diſcoveries 2 Hea- 
thens have talkt ridiculouſly and ab- 
ſurdly enouzh of the fears, and fa- 
mous exploits of ſome of their dung- 
hill Deities : Bur never any dreamt 
. of their counſels. Whereas Scrip- 
ture ſhewsusthe only living and true 
God, not only in his effe&s and pro- 
perties, but alſo acquaints us with his 
mind and will, as it was from all 
Eternity. Oncethe long ſtanding of 
Scripture ſheiws, that it hath outftood 
all cryals, whiles che world hath had 
ſo much opportunity to enquire into 
It, and ptove it unſound, and vain, 
if it had not been far otherwiſe, For 
RH ic retains, and keeps-up Its repu- 
cation, though there have been fo 
many in all ages, chat would eladly 
(if they knew how) have faltened 

on it abſurdity, vanity, or contra- 
diction, or any thing elſe, that their 
3 wit, or malice could deviſe, So we 
8 - PP. ſee 


= (32) 
ſee in it, as an experiment » how 
> . truth iseverlafting, whiles mens opi- 
UF nions vary, and alter much; andas 
$ the leaves of trees ſpring, and flouriſh 
awhile, and then fade, andfall tothe 
ground : Soa lyeisnever long biv'd, 
but as paint, or varniſh wears out, 
or waſhes oft, becauſe ir hath -no 
ſubſtance to uphold ir, But- greac 1s 
the truth, and ſhall prevaile, this 
truth eſpecially, when Heaven and 
Earth ſhall fall, 

And this argument hath the more 
force, becauſe. that Seripture hath 
met with ſo much oppoſition, and 
conquered notwithſtanding, For what 
elſe but an Almighty power cold 
preſerve-1it, when alt che ungodly 
that ever were, coulJ look upon it 
no otherwiſe, then an Enzine fram *d 
ro. batter, and overthrow all their 
fleſhly, and filthy intereſts? And 
that 1s indeed- the defigne of Scrip- 
ture, to throw down the Kinzdome 
which Satan hath alwaies laboured to 
ſet up to himſelf inthe world through 
the luſts of Men, _There are but 
two parties In the world, whitever 
men 


TT LP > EE JL 4 wo 


(33) © 
men may dream, and of theſe, one 
is for Gods, and che other for the 
Devils Kingdome , and command. 
i | Now whiles all men are by nature, 
» | andof themſelves addiced ro the De- 
| | vilsintereſt in ſerving their own luſts, 
| and the moſt are alwa.es this way 
> | given, there muſt be more then an 
s | ordinary power to preſerve that do- 
> | Arine, which cries down all finfull 
| | interefls, and advances only the glo- 
ry of Chriſt in his Kingdome. The 
| greateſt work done by the doarine of 
Chriſt, is the ſubJuing of mens hearts 
and lives to the obedience of the on- 
ly Lawgiver. Burt whiles tis a dging 
this work, it alwaics meets with ma- 
ny and great diſadvantages from the 
world, that makes account to lilence 
© It quite, andeven {wallowit up.And 

- if it be conſider'd what contrariety,and 
enmity is in the hearts of men againſt 
this doctrine, and the weak, and con - 
temptibie means ic had to advance 

4. and promote it againſt that arm of 
- fleſh which was lifted up agatoft it ; 

Þ who can conclude otherwiſe, then 
FT: that God alone was its ſtrength, and 
therein 
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therein ſhew'd himſelf the owner, 


and author of it? For the Pen-men: 


and firſt publiſhers of ir, they were 
moſt of them of low eftate and de- 
oree in the world, and had indeed 


notbing co prote& them, more then 


the ſhadow of the Almighties wings. 
And for thoſe who profeſt the do- 
Arine of: Chriſt in Scripture, were 


they not for the moſt part of the- 


ſame rank and quality ? For the Pen- 
men, they never inſinuated them- 
ſelves co curry favour with any by 
goodly titfes, or flatteties, as men 
commonly do that wtite by' theic 
own inftin&. Nor is Scripture com- 
poſed” (as may be obſerv'd) as if it 


meant to take men with excellency 


of ſpeech, or mans wiſdom, - Only 
(which is remarkable ) there is in it 
x majeſiy, and it ſpeaks with a ma- 
jeſtick authority, fuch-as prerends.2n 
"Author of-it more then man. For 
ſach- as profeſſed the doArine of 
Chriſt in Scripture, what reward had 
they-in the world more then troubles 
and ſufferings, even to-greateſt ex- 
tremicy many of them, 
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Now who can look on theſe, who 
have been the inſtruments and means 
of propagating and promoting the 
doArine of Scripture, and not pre- 
ſently bechink himſelf of ſome hid- 
den inviſible power that upheld 
them, and the work they were in- 
paved in? 

Let ic be conſidered too, that thoſe 
poor ſouls who 1n all ages choſe to 
iuffer, rather then forſake the do- 
&rcine of Chriſt taught In Scripture, 
cannot be rationally ſuſpeRed as 
ouilty of a perverſe ſpirit, tranſport- 
ng them to maintain what once they 
had taken up, though with the loſs of 
all chat was dear to them. For how 
unlikely Is ir, that ſuch a multicude, 
at ſo great a diſtance, both in place 
and time, ſhould be all ſo unanimous 
( and that in cool blood, againſt ma- 
ny tempt:cions and entreaties oo fa- 
 vourthemſelves ) in a deliberate re- 
ſolved laying down lives, and all, 
for a thing of uncertainty, yea, for 
any thing leſs then the matters of 
their Eternicy > Nothing elſe could 
provoke,” and put chem on to en- 
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( 36) 
counter thoſe hard crials of affiiti- 
ons, but the faith they had in Scrip- 
_ ture-promiſes, and the fear of that 
word which threatens all without ex+ 
ception. Promiſes ſuch as no crea- 
ture durſt ro make, and threats of 
Judgement and vengeance, beyond 
all th: power of creatures to inflict, 
Theſe conſiderations ( and nothing 
elſe ) could (way them to hate Fa- 
ther, and Mother, and Houſe, and 
Lands, yea, and their own Lives, ſee» 
ing they were not mad men, or ſuch 


as had caſt off all natural affeRion ro 


themſelves, or theirs, but held them. 


dear and precious as their.own ſouls.” 


Nathing for certain-could put them 
upon ſuch h:zards and adventures, 


bur the impulſes of that ſpiric, which 


ſpoke and wrote thoſe Scripture- 
cruths as their greateſt and only con» 
cernments. 

And to reaſon no further ; 'How 
credible is it, that God ſhould ſuffer 


the world to be ſo long abuſed, and- 


deceived by a fardle of lyes fathered 


upon himſelf? Queſtionleſs, if Scrip-- 
ture be not indeed the very word of _ 
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God, it can be no other then tht 
moſt pernicious and blaſphemous lye» 
that ever was vented by man or De- 
vil. For it calls it ſelf by che name of 

Gods word, and avouches him the 
authour of ic; and what can be ſaid 
more falſe, and blaſphemous, if ic be 
not what ir pretends to bz? And 
would God ſuffer ſuch a lye to paſs 
currant ſo long in the world to his 
diſhonour, without checking 1t ? 

Some Impoltures have prevailed Oky, 
far, and for alongrtime, - 

They.have,and icis confeſſed,and 9%. 
M «homers Alcoran may bean inflance, - 
Bur how came that-to get place wich 

- ſo many? was it not bearen(as I may 
ſay ) into mens braing with dint of 
Sword? Beſides,wasit nota doarine 
that .gain'd ic ſelf credir by gratifying 
mens filthy lu/is? Awvenge your ſelves 
( ſaid be to his followers ) and take as 
many wiv's ag you are able to keep. And 
what bath. ſervedto ſpread, and pro- 
pagate other devices and inventions 
of men, but che craft and ſubtlery of 
ſuch as lay in wait todeceive, or the 


4 cruelcy of unreaſonable men that 
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knew the moſt of che world are wont 
ro comply with that Religion, which 
complies moſt wich their eaſe and 
fleſhly intereſts? But the do&rine 
of Chriſt de6gns nothing but ſelfde- 
nall, andto this it doth moſt autho- 
ritatively call both high and low, rich 
and poor, none excepted, no not of 
the greateſt upon earth. Now that 
a dorine which requires a man with 
oreateſt importuniry to ſubmit all bis 
tatereſts and enjoyments to the will 
of God, and make performance ac- 
cordingly, whenever the glory of 
God, or the good of men call for it, 
or give occaſion of ir, ſhould rake 
place and prevaile, and that againſt 
all means uſe? for ſupprefſing it, 1s 
ſucha miracle of Divine providence, 
as we may juſtly call ic a ſcale which 
God hath ſet to aſſure us of Scriptures 
Divine authority. We know well, 
that any doArine which ſutes with, 
and will ſerve the lufts and intereſts 
of men, may eaſily find entertain- 
ment. Burit 1s unconceivable; how 
z dogrine of denying ſelf, and all 
things elſe, even the moſt pleaſing . 
| _— | _ - 
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to corrupt and finfull nature, ſhould 


preſerve and propagate it ſelf with- 


out the help of ſuch an hand, ag is 
able ro ſubdue all things. Now 


' Scripture was prepared and penn*d 


for no other purpoſe, but to ſhew 
men the way of honouring God with 
the utmoſt abaſing of themſelves, 
and it is indeed the great Engine 
that God uſes to the pulling down of 
ſtrong holds in the hearts of men, 
and whatever 1s exalted in oppoſiti- 
on to the glory and government of 
Jeſus Chriſt in the world, And to 
ſay no more of this; the word and 
Spiric of Chriſt, have ſubdued man- 
kind to the obedience of his name, 


ſo farasthe world is, or can be juſtly 


called and accounted Chriſtian. 

Ir were eafie for me to multiply 
arguments 1n this kind, 2s ſo many 
evidences of Gods ſpexking to us in 
the Scciptures,- But T (hall forbear, 
ang Proceed to ſomewhat that comes 
nearer to the Queſtion concerning 
the Rule of Faith, 

Ic 1s well known, that this Que- 
Rion bath been mych diſputed be- 

"i teen 
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tween us, and our Adverſaries, for 
many years, ' and that two things 
eſpecialiy have been infifted on by 
them , to prove the Scripture no 
competent” Rule of Faith, viz, the 
obſcurity, and the imperfe&tion of 
it, In this diſpute they have labour- 
ed to puzzle and plunge us, byput- 
ting us to ſhew, how Scripture proves 
it felf to be (what we account it) 
the Word of God. 
To this we may juſtly chink it a 
' ſufficient anſwer ro ſay, (as one, 
ea many have ſaid long fiance ) char 
1n every profeilion the Principles are 
indemonſcable, aſſented to without 
diſcourſe; and the Scriptures are the 
Principles of Chriſtian Religion, and 
therefore firſt we muſt grant them to 
be the very Word of God, and then 
ſay, they contain all points fieedfull 
to be known. And fince Scripture 
avoucheth it ſelf to be the: word of 
God, 2 Tim, 3,16. 2 Pet. x. 20, 21. 
Lake 1. 70. it is rational in us to 
believe it. Notwithſtanding our Ads 
verſaries are not ſattefied, bur inſiſt 
much on this Queſtion, viz, How 
ant — We 
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we know, that the Scripture, that 
aith ic is the Word of God, isſo in 
ve ; 
To this the Proteſtants have long 
fince anſwered, © That they know 
* this firſt and principally by-che illu- 
© mination of Gods Spirit, as.the in- 


_ . | ward means, and then by the teſti» 


| © mony of the Scriptures themſelves, 


'as the outward means } and laſtly, 
\© by the miniſtry of the Church indu- 
*cing usto aflene. 

Here we ſay nor, that the certain- 


ty of the Scripture Is writcen in any 
particular place, or Book of it, bur 
the vertue and power thar ſheweth 
it felf inevery line and leaf of the. 
Bible, proclaimeth it tobe the Word 


4 of che eternal God ; and the ſheep 


of Chriſt diſcern the voice and lighr 
thereof, as men diſcern light from 


| darkneſs, and as children are known 
I by their faces and favours , reſem- 
FT bling cheic parents. As the purity, 
and perfe&ion of the matcer, and 
$ many particularselſe, ſome of which 
F1 have hinted before, and whoever 
Nil ſee them more fully, may find 
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them ina latge and learned difcourſelſ: 
of the Divine awbotity of Scripture, 
which I name the rather, becauſe it 
1s a Book which che vulgar may bet- 
ter underſtand, then many others 
that handle chis queſtion, 

Though the grounds I have hinted, 
and others which I have: omitted, 
induce us -{trongly to: believe the 
Scriptures Divine authority, and we 
may count them ſufficient to fence 
us againſt the cavils of our Adyer- 
ſaries, yet it, is one thing to anſiver 
the arguments of men, and anotner 
to atisfie the doubts and fears of our 
own conſciences. Therefore we 
Rand to this, That no man can be 
effeQually perſwaded of the Scrip- 
rures as Boom (as he*ought to be ) 
in order to a ſound and ſaving belief 
of the truths therein contained, un- 
leſs he be taught of God by the teach- 
ings of his S>irir, which alone ceack- 
eth to know ſpiritual things in a ſpi- 
ritual manner. God (we ſay ) is 
the beſt witneſs to his own.Word,; 
and his Spiric the beſt ſeal that can be 
put to it, In the particulars fore 

: mentioned, | 


 8& (43) 
mentioned, and many others, we 
GY fee evident tokens of God ſpeaking 
ny ro vs in the Scriptures, But the 
JF faich chat ſaves &@, muſt have this 
it} foundation, viz. Gods ſealing the 
truch of Scripture by the ſpecial 
orace of his own Spitit to our ſouls, 
df And when this is done, then is a man 
be fully perſwaded, and confident in- 
We} deed, ſo as he can ſay, { and ſwear 
Cl woo if there be need') the doarine 
*- } of Chriſt in Sccipture, is that which 
'T] God hath reyealed, to lead and guide 
tf me to my happineſs in the enjoy- 
ty ment of God for ever. Then, and 
WC} not before, a man hath comfort and 
be peace in b:lieving, having. not only - 
P-J a grant of erernal life, bur the great 
ſeal of the Kingdom of Heaven pur 
ietFro ic. Such a man ſo aſlured, and 
n*Ffcaled by the Spicic, (unleſs in a fic 
of rempration ) never troubles him- 
ſelf about this Queſtion, whether 
"Scripture br the word of God? His 
Yfrouble is moſt about his own deceit- 
Sholl 2nd unbelieving hearr, char he 
"Fan truſt God no berrer, when he 
+ Þarh ſo 'good ſecurity for all thats 
—_ A *O*.., necd- 
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needfull.in order to his happinel(y, 
He never. thinks. ( what ſome have 
{aid ). char the Scriptures have been 
corrupted, and are not what once 
they were, He knows that Gods 
Word is pure, and perfe&, .and 1s 
only troubled at the corruption of 
his own heart. Papifts (to ſhew 
what good will and reſpeRs. they 
have to Scripture ) have a longtime 
been quarrelling ic, as if ſome part, 
of the Canon were loſt; and ſome 
-of ours ſeem ro yield ſomewhat to 
this, thinking no prejudice to come 
thereby ro ic, Bur others conceive, 
that no part or member of Scripture, 
that ever was Canonical, is 1oft, but n 
that we have itas whole and com-þ it 
Pleat as ever it was, Indeed (asf a 
-one ſaith ) if any Book were loſt offi n 
thoſe which were commendedtothey a 
whole Church, ic muſt argue a ſtrangeJJ 
conſpiracy of this whole Church 1nfj X 
careleſineſs and negligence, ſuch as} 
1s not lightly incident to this genes 
ration of men. We grant, that ſome 
particular Churches, and Gingle per-F 
{ons haye doubred ſome parts oli 
ter Scrip 
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Scripture, now generally acknow- 
ledged, for Canonical, Bur we dety, 
nf that the. whole. Church hath ever 
e | done any ſuch thing. As for the old 
ds | Teſtament, . who can juſtly ſuſpe& 
r the Fews for corrupting them, when 
O 
W 


their zeal for them, even almoſt to 
ſuperſticion, harh. been ſo notorious 

y | in all ages, and is (oftill even to this | 
ef day > Our Saviour blamed chem ; 
i] mach, and often for their vain Tca- 
ic | ditions, but never ſpake one word 
of about their corrupting the Scripcure, 
ie] which ( queſtionleſs) he would have 
e, | done ( had there been cauſe.) fince 
e, I itwas'a matter of ſuch highiconcern» 
ut] menc.' And if any had attempted ir, 
1-J it had been impoſſible for then co 
28 || accompliſh ir, when' there were 'ſo 
of many. Copies diſperſed in all places 
88 and Countries. ( which were many } 
el wherein the Jews dwelt, If any. 
1 Heretichs had eflayed it fince the 
F new Teftament was written, how 
$ would one party have obſerved ano- 
ff ther, and ſo. prevenred the deſign ? 
"And to ſay no more ; itis impoſhble, 
db nvleſs we imagine that allandev ry 
_ EV C2 cn2 
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one who bada Bible, ſhoulgat once, 
with one conſent, 1n all places o: the 
world, reſolve to corrupt thoſe anti-. 
entReco:ds commended to mankind 
"asthe Wordof God. To clear this 
further, (having inſerred ic here oc- 
caſionally ) The Scriptures have been 

. writtery in parchment and paper, 
which are things periſhable, and ſo 
are ſubjeR te the injuries of time, 
But who knows not the difference 
that is beeween the Word of God, 
and the'*paper, and parchment, and 
ink which have been uſed topreſerve 
andconveigh it to us > Gods Word 
muſt and ſhall tand, when all theſe 
parchments and paper-Records ſhall 
be no: more. And whatever altera- 
tion there hath been, we (and to ir, 
'that the Records' we have to. this 
day, have ig them all'che mind of 
God neceſſary to be known in order 
to our ſalvation, They who main- 
rain a Religion that cannot be made 
202d by Scriprure, may well quarrel 
Ir, as they have cauſe. But all who! 
believe it as they ought, know ſo! 
much efficacy in it,. as they will nor 

_ — eaſily 
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eaſily heed ſuch flim-flams, as ſome 
now adayes are b.zzing into peoples 
d | cars. Alas1 poor fouls that have 
taſted how gracious the Lord is in his 
Word, have an argument which all. 
the world can never-anſwer to them; 


: whatever it may doto others, Theſe 
o | men know, and are ſenſible of a lighe 
» | within chem, and:that it 13:cf God, 
e | and "they heed and attend ic, Bur 
3 | they know 60, that Scripture is a 


4 | far moreglorious light, ſhewing them 
the way of life by Faith in a Saviour 
q | ho is the Son of God, And this 
> | light ſhewing the only way of life, 
they find ſo to perfe& all che natural 
light in them, as they are the more 
confirmed inthe belief of. Scripture= 
Revelations, For no man ever de- 
of | 2yed the principles of Reaſon and 
'Nature to be the impreſſions of God, 
excepting Atheiſts, of which there 
Fare ſo many now adayes. Hence 
every civil and ſober man conſiders 
ſeriouſly, how the light of Scripture 
4 and Nature agree, and that rhe one 
Fs ſuperadded, not to eclipſe, but to 

clear the- other, by a more glorious. 
rn er omaInC 3 diſco» 
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5-025 C48} | 
diſcovety of grace and mercy in aj 
ediatour, for pardoning and pur- 
gas all fin, which elſe could never}; 
"been; He 1s therefore thei] 


_ . Wore perſwaded of Sc.iptures de-Fj 


fcent. from'God, as a light from 
Heaven, to give a luſtre to the more 
obſcure Principles of Nature andf]i 
Reaſon within him. 
' What ſhall 1 ſay? Gods: word 1s 
known, as-his work is known, Andy 
how is chat? Even becauſe none can 
do as God doth, He Works like || © 
himſelf, ſo that any man may ſay, | ji 
when he looks on Gods work, Here | 
is the finger of God; Dent. 3. 24.Þ xi 


Is not every work of God ſuch asno 


creature can do the like And ſuch 
is every word that God hath ſpoken, 
as any manthat hath reaſon may ſay, |; 
This 1s the voice of God, and nor of | 
man, Who can thunder wicha voice | 
like him? ſo we may fay of Scrip- 
ture, who but God could ffeak ſuch 
things, or in ſuch a manner ? Never 
2;an ſpake like this man, ſaidthe Offi 
&ers who. were ſenr to - apprehend 
ChtiR, Tobn 7, 46.10 ſay we, Never Jt 
bs. —— 
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any creature did, or could ſpeak as 


Sctiptute. And therefore we believe  * 


it t6 be che Word of God. | 
Now being thus perſwaded, we 
inferr (what we think will unavoid-- 
ably follow ) that- Scripture is the 
ohly- Rule of faith, For lt Papi's- 
ſzy what they can, the Rule of faith, 
ard manners ton, can be noother 
the,” thar Revelation which God 
hath rhade of his mind; and will for 
that end, Whiat ! ſhall man, or avy 
cteatute preſcribe whatwe are ta be= 
lieve concerning the matrers of Cod? 
It is againſt all common ſence, and 
reaſon fo t6 linagine. 

Biit I ſhall diſputethe cafe in two 
conſiderations, whereof one. is ta- 
ken from the nature and quay of 

©, 
[ 


a Rule, the other from the O 

and work of faith, 

© Firſt, a Rule, as it regulates or 

him that uſeth ir, ſo it [waies and 

toinmMands- the things thar are reg 

lated-by ir, that they and, orfall,. 

ire allowed, or rejeaed as they are 

conformable to ir, or otherwiſe, And 

this holds good. in every Rule, whe- 
"ID C 4. ther 


(49) , 


b | GE [ 
ther properly or 1mprope:1y ſo cal- 
led. The Randard of " nadie, and 
meaſures hath (as I may ſay ) an au- 
thority to allow, or lay aſide all other 
we'ghts and meaſures that do not ex- 
aQly anſw:r toir, And ſo is Scrtip- 
eurea Rule of faith, becaule it ſhews 
what is to be believed, and what 
nor... But here I muſt prevent, what 
will be obje&:d by Papiſts, viz, 
That Scripture is no compleat Rule, 
bur ſome things are neceſſary to be 
believed, which ate nor contained 
In If, | 

r. That Popery hath many ſuch 
things 2 are not in Scripture, We, be- 
| lieve. Buttherefore we r<jeR them ; 
becauſe 'to' make Sctipture a Rule 
n9t compleat, is indeed to make it 
none at all. Who ever hearg of 1 
* Ruke, ' that was not uſfticient to I | 
oulate all things for which it wagin-F 
tended ? or if there was deviſed ſuch} 
a Rule, whocan be ſo unteaſonable, | 
& to call or count it ſo ? ſurely Ma- 


ſons and Carpenters make uſe.of no Þ 


Rules but fuch as will ſeryE ro fnea- . 
ſure all che work which they take in 
hand, | "Sa Whereas: : 
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- much evidence for their. deſcent from 


(hall embrace boch - alike, | Bur in - 
"this cafe we. ſay; as the Fews did itt + 
1 another, He know that 'God 
: #150 Moles, 'Zut for this fellows; wer, 90. J 
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- 2, Whereas they ſay that God”, * * 
hath lefe ſome rhings :unwriceen to 
paſs from hand to hand by Traditi- 
on , Who: ſhall believe this? more 
then what the Jews have ſaid a long 
time, and for many ages, that A40- 
ſes bad ſome commands given bim 
to be written, and others to be de- 
hvered from Father to Son by word 
cf mouth ?: Alas ! we. know what 
account our Saviour made of -thelr. 
oral and practical Traditions, which 
he calls vain, and+ſo may we juſtly: 
account of theſe. Our Saviour. cal- | 
led the Fews to: Search th: Serip- Joh. 5.36: 
txres, and condemned allktherir Tra-Mirk 7 7; 
ditions, And why may not we take® 9 
the ſame courſe and fay: To the. Law, 
and to the teſtimony, if they fþeak nor 
according to this Word, it. is becauſe 
there ts ne light in them, -I{a, $:.29..: 

3. Let Popiſh Traditionsgiveias 


Heaven, as Scripture doth,' and we 
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' know n0; whence be «. We knpowby 
the Contents and matter of Scrip- 
ture, the Majeſty -of the diſpenſati- 
on, the power it hath upon conſci- 
ence, the certain fulfilling of all the 
Prophectes to a tittle, and many ©- 
ther tokens, and teſtimonies of God 
ſpeaking tn ir, that it is the Word of | 
Gcd, and no other. When Tradi- | 
tion can produce ſuch, and che like | | 
evidences, we may haply atrend it | | 

| 

| 

| 


more then we have done. In the 
mean while, we are at a loſs, and 
cannot beheve the wricten Word of 
God, and unwritten Word ( which 
Papiſts count ſo much of ) tobe of 
Jike authority , becauſe one contra- 
a$&sthe other in many particulars, 
To .inſtance ; Scripture ſhews a 
communion in both kinds ſo inflitu- 
red as isto be ſeen inall the Evange- 
lifts, and ſo adminiſtred in the Chur- 
ches, 1 Cor. x1, 23, &c. according 
co the” firſt :inflitution. Bur Papiſis Þ 
give oblybread to the Lany, after the Þ 
Triditjon which they have: a while 
- ; Fedeived. Here is a manifeſt conera- Þ 
.diftion of  Scripture' by ' Ptatical Þ 
Tradition, And 


- 
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Prieſts marriave, which Scriprure al- 
lows, as honorable among all men, . 
excepting none, Heb, x 3.4. and taxes: 
the prohibition as #-departing from 
the Faith, &'c. 1 Tim. 4-1, . 

What ſhould+-I''mention ab(tt- 
nence. from trieats;- baving publick 
Divine ' Service 'iff. an unknown 
rongue; worſhipping God in, and 
before an Image, and the like? It 
theſe do not contradia Sctipture,. 
there are-no things contradictory to 
be found upon earth, Yes, worſhip- 
ping God in an-Image, is againſt the 


light of nature, if the Apoſtle ſpeaks. 


truth, Rome. 1. 19, 20, 21, #5;-#nd 


particularly wer/, 25. iris plain, that 
the Hearhens Tdolatry- was ſerving: \ 


the creature with the Creator. 


To return where we were before ;: 
we call Scri»rure a Rule of Faith as it: 
reveals the Fruths of God, and com- ( 

mands our belief. For if we had not 
& ſuch a Revelation of Gods will in: 
© Scripture; we know not where to look 
"F for it; 
at Faboutthis, ſhould do well co ſhew us 


And they. who queſiton us 


another 


"u 


55 . 
And fo thats” is in forbidding 


% 
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HAS Remelodier: Geds mind 
then'what we bave in Scrip:ure. /; Kor 
as we bclieve.in God only, ſo weac- 
knowledge no, other to have domi- 
non over our Faith; and: hence we 
can acknowledge no Rule of Faith, 
but what God, /bjmſelt .hach: made, 
For certain,. what; ig. the;Rule,- mult 
be the Lai of our belief; 2nd who 
can make a Law- of this nature. bur 
God only? And this I leave to be 
tryed by the Law of Reaſon, whecher 
- any thing can be. the Lawof: Faith, 
that is not a Law: of. God 7 | What ! 
ſhall men, or any creatures preſcribe 


us what we are to-believe COnCCrn> - 


ing.God ? Itis unteaſonable to ima» 
cine ir, And then ler it-be further 


conſidered, if.the Rule of Faith, and 
che- Law of Faith; - be- nort-all- one. 


For tt is not poſſible to; prove: that 


to be the Rule of- Faith, which doth- 
not command us to believe, preſcribe 
what is to be believed, and ſecure i s: 


of the promiſed 200d, vj Eternal 


life upon our. believinge as 'We arc: : 


commanded. 


And this leads us to our i& ſecond: | 
Argt» | 


i 


(583) 
Argument, from che- Office and 
work of faith ; which is ſuch a be- 
lieving God 1n revealed Truths, as 
leads us to our bliſs.” There is a 
faith that ſaves nat (as all grant) 
and I need not ſhew what it is. Burt 
we mean 2 true faith, or afincere 
and {aving faith, and: this b2ing un- 
deniable, ler it be conGdered, How 
iny thing can be the Rule of this 
faith, belides Divine and ſupernatu- 
ral Revelation. But of this we may 
kako more notice hereafter. ' 

In the /zterim, "we appedl to the 
conſciences'of all: ſober men, whe- 
ther we. are not rational in making 
Divine: Revelation: to be the Rule 
of Divine Faith. For ſure footing 
co-our faith, we hope we- have it, 
Where alone it is to be had; - And this 
will appear more-plainly, in the difs 
courſe of the Queſtton, Whether - 


| Tradition, the Churches Teftimony, 
or auy thing of that nature, ny 07. 6m © 


4 jou ot mw Rule Ll _ 
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The ſecond Part. fw 

; s: | th 

 Whercein is debated this Que- | gu 
- Rion, viz, Whether Tradition, || 0 


the Churches Teft:mony, or any || ** 


' thing - befides Scripture, is, or | © 

cap be a Rule of Faith? b 

= th 

B N this Queſtion Proteſtants hold || ne 
- . che Negative , and ſay , Thar || Þ: 

| Scripture alone 1s, and T radict= f tt 
- OB cannot be a Rule of Faith, "A 


And now 1 muſt firſt ſhew, what || tt 
Papiſts mean by Tradition, Not || ip 
as they ſay). che Doftrine delivered, || tt 
Mt. delivery down from hand to. || al 
hand (by words; and a conftaxt courſe | 1 


of frequent and v5/ible attions confor... | 1 
' mable to thoſe words) of the ſenſe, | 5 
and faith of Fore-fathers, This they | © 


call Oral, or PraRical Tradition, and}. 

this thy would have to be the only. Þ 
b Rule: of Faith, For they charge 
/ Scripture with. imperfeRion +. _ I 


/ 2 
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obſcurity, and affirm ic to be mo com- 
pecent Rule, as ring not evident, 
or certain in itſelf, and therefore not 
ſufficient to aſcertain others, Hence 
they ſpeak of Scripture, as a Rule re- 
eulaced by Tradition, which is indeed 
to. ſay, 1t1s none at all; and this they 
avouch ſome of them in expreſs 
terms before all the world. | 
Now if we Proteſtants are once 
compe'l'd to let goall Scripture au- 
thort:y in matters of Faich, 1 know 
nothipg we have to do more, then 
ducn our Bibles, and as faſt as we can, 
min Roman Catholicks, Papiſts do 
tot indeed ſay ( as far as 1 know ) 
I that Scripture is not of Divine In- 
ſpiration. But they ſay plainly, that 
the doArine of Scripture cannor be 
aſcertained to us, without Tradition z 
2nd ſo Tradition 1s-the Rule ruling, 
as it aſſures us what is Canonical 
F Scripture, and what not. Yee, they 
-fay expreſly, Tradition is a compe- 
F tenr Rule, and Scripture 1s nor. 
I Now in. this we cannot yield to 
$ them, and we have this argumene 
© for- our difent: Tradition by their 
K own 


(58) | 
own: conceſſion is but a certain way 
of delivefing down the Faith, and 
can be no' other'ar moſt, and that it 
is fo much, we cannot yield, But 
ſuppoſing it only, we ſay, therefore 
it cannot be the Rule of Faith, for 
it only delivers down to us the Rule; 
And'if avy think this- reaſon weak, 
let him take notice of this alſo to 
back ir,” that Traditions but an hu- 
mane Teſtimony, and cannotthere- 
fore be a Rule cf Divine Faith; 
What! The Faith Divine, and the 
Teſtimony received by it humane | 
What reafon is in'this, let any 
reaſonabie man judge. 1 need ſay 
no more, 

Nor will jt help in- this caſe to 
a'ledge the ſupernatural aſſftances 
of rhe Holy-Ghoft, *: For our argu-= 
menr 'is, 'Thar' our Fairh-1s as ths 
T<(timony received by it. If chere- 
fore the. Teſtimony be humane, the 
Faith is ſuch; and where are we-then? 
Is our Faich in-God +( that uſt fave Þ; 
onr fouls ) only an humane,and not 
aDivine Faith > whoever heard ſuch 
things as theſe? .If ic be ſaid again; 'F/ 

| ; Tr hat 
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That this humane Teſtimony ſerves 
to aſcertain us of the dodtrine of 
Chritt, even ſo it cannot be the 
Rule, for. ic is of wen; and it muſt 
be ſomewhat of God ( whatever it 
| be) char is the Rule of Faith in God, 
F. r I may jultly queſtion in this Cafe, 
In whom dowe bclieve to the ſaving 
of our ſouls ? Surely no man will ſa 
other, then that we b:lieve in G 
Well; and if we believe in God, ic 
mult be becauſe of ſome Revelation 
he hath made of himſelf, and this 
can, be no other, then bis promile i in 
Chriſt of grace, and pardon to poor 
haners. 'T bis 6 the. Teſtzmony, or xJeb,s. "1, 
Record, That God hath given to us 
eternal life, and thu life's in his Son, 
And:chis is the Teſtimony we receive 
by Faith, and ſo our Faich is'Divine. 
It we receive the Teſtimony of men, 
+ our Faith, is .only humane. This 
' he ſay again ) is our argument, That 
| OUT Faith being Divine, the Teſti- 
© mony received by ic 1s ſo alſo.. And 
Etherefore we receiving, only the Te- 
imony - of God by Faith,- it cannot 
2: Tea ppnzaed imagined, that. our 
Faith 


(60) | 

Faith ſhould have its foundation,and 
ſure footing ih any thithg of man, _ 
But bere rhey ferch in the aff; 
Rances of the Holy Ghoſt , but 6 
licete ptrpoſe, ſeeing thoſe affifkances 
are yielded us molt likely to help us 
in'believing the Word of God, and 
nor the Teſtimony of tnen. Ahd 
may tor Proteſterits more rationally 
by farſay, they believe the Striprute 
by the perſwaſtons of tue holy GhoR, 
cen Papiſts ſay, chat Tradicibn re- 
ceives incomparable Rfengch by the 
ſupetiticural affiftances of the ſame 
holy Ghoſt ? futely if God have, 
made any Revelation of his minde 
and will, his Spirit moſt likely will. 
help us co believe it, much rathef 
then any thing elſe. Hence it 13, 
that we cate fo little for Tradition 
becanſe it is che teſtimony 6f meb'; 
Fot we have no faith ro ſave us, bur” 
faith in God, and know not how-we' 
can havefaith it God, but by receis 
ving the Teſtimony, which he him" 
felf bath given, "<7 40 
When Papiſts artribure ſ6 much 
ro Tradition, for aſcertaining Scrip- 
: | = cure, + 
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wre, we: cannot yield to them in ic, 
becauſe. we be'ileve that God fo 
ſpeaks romen, as they may know 
zac it js be thar ſpeaks. If be do nor, 
it is becauſe he will not, or b2cauſe 
he cannot. Fhat he cannot, no min 
4 | aanſay without blaſphemy. To fay 
4 | he will not, is liccle bzrter. For he 
y | farh nor ſpokenin ſecret, but open- 
« | ly, and plainly, ſo as they co whom 
| | fe hath ſpoken, have known certain» 
+ | iy, it was the Lord that ſpake to 
s | them. And this is indeed the Spiric 
£ || of Prophecy, nor only to declire the 
. | milland minde of God, but te aſcer. 
+ | tatn thoſe unto whom it was decla- 
| | red, that it was fo. And ſuch is 
; 
þ 
| 


\$cripwure, ve. a Revelation of Gods 
will fo made, as men may know that 
God hath ſpoken, Wherefore though 

Papiſts ſay of Scripture, as the Jews 

id of our Saviour, Thow beareſt re- 

oj cord of thy ſelf, thy record is not true, 
| We anſwer, as. Chriſt anſwered for 

-yamſelf, Though it bear record of it 

Jelf, yet its record is erue. For as it 

"© Was the willof God that men ſhould 

Funderfiand his mind, ſo he ſpakein 
* p ſuch 
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ſuch a manher, as they might know 
12 was God that ſpake, and not man, 
or any creature, For what can be 
ſaid or thought more unworthy of 
God, then that he. hath ſpoke to 
men but in ſuch a manner, as he can 
not be underſtood, unleſs there be 
ſome other to aſcertain them, ir 1s he 
that ſpeaks-? we-can ſpeak to one a- 
nother, either by word or writing, 
ſo as to know who ſpeaks, as well as 
what is ſpoken. But God (it ſeems. 
to Papiſts ) muſt have ſome others to 
paſs their word for him, bzfore he 
car-hav2 any credit with men, 
* And what is it, that muſt aſcer. 
rain us, beyond all further queſtion, 
that Scripture is the very Werd of 
God ? Only Tradition, or the Tefti- 
mony of the Church in all ages ſuc- | 
ceſlively' conveying down. the faith 
once "delivered by Chriſt and his A-o 
poſiles. | 3 
For the ſatisfa&ion of. thoſe who 
need, or defire it ; we ſhall neg 1, 


10 our anſwer, yet not to exceedt 
bounds of our intended breviy, :. -: © 
'T. We: acknowledge, That the 
»» Church F 


| 
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Church is bound to giveteftimony to 
Scripture as the Word of God, and 
, | that the true Church hath ſo done in 
be | all ages, we Proteſtants dobelieve. 
of | But we ſay withall, that che Church 
tf is only an outward inſtrument or 
8" f means in giving this teſtimony, and 
be } hath no authority ( ſuch as Papiſts 
be } plead for ) cr dominion over our 
4} faith, Weare ſo M from making ic 
5) | the Rul of faith,as we and to affirm, 
i} we do not believe the Scripture be- 
ns. cauſe the Church ſaith it is the Word 
© I of God, but we believe ir ſuch for its 
ie f own 2nd the Spirits teftimony,though 

no men bzar witneſs to it. For what 
[1 '} is the Church: (make the belt of ic ) 
Os | but a company of men { more or 
leſs) ' that believe the dorine of 
Chrit? And where had theſe men 
this do&rine ? Or how came then 
By ic? Hadthey ir not in Scripture? 
JChrit indeed delivered it by word 
"Fef mouth, and by his Spiric to his 
*F Apottles, and they preached this 
+, dorine. But (1 hope) Papifis will 
"4 not ſay, Thatthe new Teftament was 
"£1 not penned by the Evangeliſts and 


8 | 
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Apoſtles ? or thar the next Chutch 
received any do@tine, other then is 
therein recorded ? @ we are come 
to the very foundation of the Church, 
ſuch as is mentioned Epzeſ. 2. 20, 
The Church is founded upon Scrip+ 
ture, and not Sctipture upon the 
Church. Indeed a Church' 1s no- 
thing bur a corgpany of men, that 
belteve Scripture, and make it the 
ground' work of their Farch., And 
ſo is it diſtinguiſhed from all other} 
ſocteries, The Church did not make 
or frame the Scripture, bur received 
it made ready to their hands. God | 
had 'his Secretaries, who Wrote his 
wills and commands, and to the 
obecience: of theſe men have been 
called, and ſuch as ſubmicced, and 
came in, have been the: Church 1n all 
ages. Hence the- Church (we ſay) 
bath more need of Scriptures teſt 
mony, then Scripture hath of the 
Churches; and accordingly, Protes 
Rants jucge of :the Church by Scrips 
ture, 2nd not of Scripture: by- the 
Church; Queſtionleſs, when. God 
' ſhall judge all by the Man __ 

| ath 


"a 


, 
ch | hath appoant e will try all 
is | Churches-angd men by his own Laws. 
we | And-where thoſe Laws are, we leave 
b, Papiſts.ro enquire ? , For we know 
O 
pe 
he 


none, but ſuch as we find in Scrip= 

ture, 

 Fhey tell us2 very fairtale of the 
o- || infallibilicy of. Tradidon;; How im. 
2 | poſſible ic is that che, firſt Chureb, 
he: hich receivedthe doin of Chriti 
nd | from the. Apoſtles, could be ſo un- 
er {| vatural, as wittingly to hide it from 
ke poltericy, and deliver over to the 
ed || next generation ſuch lyes as would 
od unavoidably dainn them, 
his Now. we ſuppoſe (as well as they) 
he] that all Parents, and Progenitors, 
en} dave ſo much-natural affection, as 
nd £ not to procure willingly, or witting- 
2ll & 1y.che damnation of their Children. 
y) Þ But chis will not: prove ( ſay we ), 
I-© Tradition co be ſo.infallible, as they 
he would have 1r, For Tradition, or 
A delivering any matter from hand to 
elf hand, by wordof mouth, is and muſt 
he de uncertain, yea, and ſoon fail, if 
od there be-nor-ſome Records where- 
hefj upon to botcom it, And for this we 
deſire 


(66) 
deſire them ro conſider, That though 
in the firſt ages, God was pleaſed tg 
lec bis will bz made known from Fa-ff þh 
ther to Son, after he had once de+fi x 
clared and revealed ir, yer God didf o 
not leave all to Tradition, bur everf v 
and anon renewed the Revelationgf c 
of his will; as occaſion requiredF} 1 
And this he did; when thoſe Pacri:ll yi 
archs lived ten times ſo long as any}. 
have ordinarily lived for very-manyfi f 
ages, :And when afterwards Abra-Þj fe 
hams ſeed was grown into a multi«J- 
rude, ir ſeemed-good to the wiſdom ti 
of God, to have the lively. OraclzsÞj at 
enrollzd and committed to writing, I ar 

ence we think it rational to cons pi 
clude, that God tliought his willy 
written to be more infallible and n 
certain, then as delivered by word of 

- mouth, from hand'to' hand. Once 
we are ſure, That whiles the mind of 
God was delivered without writing 
It, all che world was corrupted, ſo a 
all fleſh had perverted their way init 
the eimes of Noah, They had all offi 
them at firſt th: doArine, which GodYF 
revealed to Adam, and how cameit 

| . they 
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they to be corrupted as they were; if 
Tradition canriet poſſibly fail > Or 
how came the world after the Flood 
ob: filled with Idols, ſo as Abrahims 
ay muſt be called ont from the poſt: iy 
if of Shew, whoſe poſterity had che 
true Religion delivered tro them ? 
1f Tradition be ſo faithfull in' the de. 
livery of what is Committed to it 
7 | we wonder how true Religion ſhould 
FI fail ſo ſoon, and that not among a 
=} few, but all the world over. 
i<1- Whenit is ſaid, That ſome Here- 
n]] ticks: have riſen fron-time to time, 
5} and theſe following heir own lufts, 
2, and bomours , «nd Intereſts have 
1 perverted, and drawn aſide orhers, 
It] we grantic. Bur we ſay coo, Fhat 
dF nor a few, or a ſmall party, butmul- 
of eicuces; have been corrupted, as once 
twas, When all the wo:ld wondered 
to ce ir ſelf Arian, ' Not to men- 
12 tion thz rimes of Noah, and Elijah, 
a8 which are famous for a generdl Apo- _ 
nftacy, w2 ask, How all /ſrae/ came to 
de: corrupted after” Fiſhwa; and” the 
does that out-lived him'? Yea, how 
Sac: Body: of; that: people were cor- 
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rupted, even while Mofes ws alive, 
.29d-upon all occaſions turning them. 
delves to Idols? And how came the 
ews. 1n Gur, Saviaurs time to bave 
many Tradinong, not only be 
fides, bur contrary to, the. wiitcen 
Word ? Now -the force of our argu- 
1og lieth,inchivg .T hat noavithſiand. 
1ng Tradition, and: awrieeen Word 
r08, for ſomethouſands of yearspaſi, 
the generalicy and whale body. of 
people, who - had the mind of God 
revealed to them, have beencorrup- 
tedand perverted, And when it is 
thus, what credit is to be given to 
Tradition > Or what ſhall the Fa- 
thers deliver over to their Children, 
other then they themſelves have re- 
ceived, believed, and praiſed ? We 
cannot enough-wonder. at Papifis ar- 
guings-in this kind. And therefore 
defire to be reſolved in ſome parti- 
Culars, ere we can yield ſo much to 
Tradition as they would haveus, 
* I. We. would know who theſe 
- Foref:chers were, that have ſocars 
fully delivered over the dofrine of Þ 
'Chritt-in all ages; - For our. F 
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fathers after the fleſh, till chis and 
the laſt age, we:know (andare ſorry 
for it) that they were Roman Ca- 

" tholicks, this land having taken the 
infection, as much.-as any. other 
place ; 3nd we acknowledge: that 
ther ; Kingdoms and Nations were 
asthey; f@ 45 thoſe whoa we count 
our Forefachess-afrer the faich, were 
for a great while- up and down in the 
workd, .#s they. that had wot bowed 
the lae to. Bae in El:;yjahbs time. 
And rehas then-can be inferred from 
be; Fradition-: MX Forefaihars?' We 
know there 1s 8--pretious-i\ptomile 
1/4. 59: 21: that Gods /Word and 
Spuic, (houkd contipue with, bis 
Church; and tbe Churches chiliren, 
$0' all generainns, 2s our Saviour 
promiſed tys Diſciples, Adat.28; 20. 

hocbewuhtbem:ta theemdaf (chem irie. 

- Bur obſerve, che Spicic is promuled 

#s:well, as..ch> Words becagſe gne 1s 

* amavailable without the ogiter co- 

& Sperating; with: ir, 1/0; -30., 20% 37+ 

+4 Ger; 2.16; xCor. 3; Gand 4 14. 

(0 Butcy have 134here arly promiſe,thar 

»& che Word: and: Spiric (hall continue 

; a. D 2 with 
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With any one people uninter andy 
unto the worlds end > 'We read, that 
the word of the kin2dom ſhould be 
taken from 'the' Fews, and ſo it Was, 
and- is not refiored to them ' yer, 
And-in many places where once 
wete famous Chriſtian Churches, 
there is not- to/ be ſeen} at this 'day, 
ſo much as a relique 'of Chrikianicy, 
Witneſs the Churches of Az, now 
poſſeſſed by Mahorcrans, We think 
It cercain and undeniable, that errore 
and implerics of all lorts, may infe& 
whole * Nations of ſuch as have pro» 
fefſed"the 'do&rine of Chriſt; and 
when che infe&ion bath onoe raken 
a few, it'will ſpread like a gangrene, 
fill the body be all overrun, So when 
ſome hve: once- departed from the 
faichz' others arc coo' apt to follow 
and rhe carexſoon ourgrow che good 


" Hence we anfes, That we can- 
not admic Tradition as an infallible 
witneſs, ſince mulcitudes, yea,whol ; 
| Nations: have been overſpread with 
eſroſs,” and thoſe no: ſmall :ones, 
whos when z generation is0ncec cor« 
| nog 
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rapted in their Pcinciples, it 1s net 
imaginable co vs, how they {hould 
teach cheir children other chen whac 
they chemſelves have learned, So 
our Forefathers after the l:ſh, would 
{ we believe ) have taught us the 
ſame Religion which had been rtaughc 
them for many ages, i. e, the Popiſh, 
or Romiſh. But we.deny them to 
be our Forefathers, as to our fal.h. 

If any ask us, Who theſe were? 
We anſwer, all chey, who in all ages 
proteſied againſt the errors andabuſs 
of the Church of Rewe. - We know 

well, that Ezg/ard was Chriſtian be» 
fore Auſti» the Monk came hicher. 
For he, found ſuch here, as Rourly 
michſtood his Romiſh impoſitions, 
though it ceſt them dear. And what 
if there never had been a Church in 
Englaxd before, or that Church had 
utterly failed, yet the Church trul 
<a never fails, bur God hat 
\ bad alwayes, and will have to che 
end, a company that contend for the , 
faith once Gelivered to the Saints, 
and defice ro. worſhip him in ſpirit, 
and in truth, And theſe we own 
v* D:3 for: 


t 


_—_ RV —_ cayJ<qztg oo mw © ST - EI FE TT - oo @T oo —_— 


(72) 


for our Forefathers, as to our faith, 


and from theſe we received, what 
we now profeſs, and believe accor- 
ding to Scitpture. | 

\ To clear the marter yet further; 
we ſay this arcument of Tradition 
fuppoſes what we cannot yield, v:z, 
Thac the preſent Church of Reme 
holds the ſame faich in all parriculars 
with the Apoſtolick and Primitive 
Church, and that the ſame faith hath 


' been handed down to chem in all Þ 


ages ſucceffively ro this day. That 
there was once a famous Church #t 
Rowe, we grant, bur that the preſent 
faith of Kew is the ſame with that 
in the Apoftles dayes, cannever'be 
made good, unleſs Papifts will have 
rhe difference of mea's and dayes to 
b: the whole Catholick faith, Ler 
them now prove their faith ro be the 
ſame with what it was in the Apoſtles 
times, and wc may therſheed this ar- 


oument more then now we can, 


For our parts,, we ſtand to prove 


(48 others before us have done ) that 


there hath been a exneral departing 


from the faith. ; 26d when the gene- 
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rality are once corrupted in princi- 

plesand practiſes, we know nor what. 
they ſhould texch poſterity *orher 
then what © they themfelves | have 
learned, Do not Heathens now 
(as 1n'al former ages)' tetth their 
children to worſhip Idols, as*them- 
ſelves have done ?- And is it ſo hard 
to conceive, how the face, yea, 
whole body of the Church may be 
overfpread by errors and herefies ? 


. Who knows not, that one ſcabbed 


ſheep will infe& a whole flock, and 
how's titthe keaven will ſoon” leauen 
rhe whole" lamp. We hear of vain 
converſation recerved by Tradition 
from Forefathers, 7 Per, 1.18. And 
wee know too well, chart Children 
for the moſt paſt- berake themſelves 
to ſuch courfes, ay their Fathers have 
taken before'them, 

Thar our Saviour delivered rhe 


whok truth ro his Apoſtles, and they 


. to the Churches in thoſe times, we 


make no queſtion, yea, We think it a 
fin'to.queſtion.ic. But we know, and 
can.ſhew, how the Churches planted 
byrhe Apolttes, dezenerated quickly, , 

D.4 and 


(74) 
and by degrees came to be.corrupted 
from the amplicicy that” is.in-Chrift, 
and his Goſpel. - And is this firange ? 
Alas! Even in-the Apoſiles-cimes, 
how were ſome Churches perverted, 
in ſo much as he wonders, Gal: 1.6: | 
they were ſo. ſoon remaved to another 
Goſpel... - | 

And here I might enlarge in ſhew- 
ins, how by degrees the firſt Chur- 
ches cane to be perverted and cor- 
]mpted : But it lies on our Adverſa« 
ries to prove their faith, as it is now, 
to be as, it was in the Apoſtles time; 
We have ſaid enough to ſhew, how 
Tradition (which they ſo much com- 
mend, and, magnifie ) may fail, and 
| ſo prove no infallible Teflimony, 
And who were our Forefathers-(from 
whom we learnt our faith). we have 
ſhewed already, 2nd now ſhall name 
ſome of them ; viz. The Reformers 
in the laſt ages, and Fo, Hw, and 
Hierome of Prague, and before them 
_Wickliff,, and before him the Wal- 
denſes, and all that proteſted azainſi 
the Churches corruptions in alll ages 
upward, as might be ſhewed, if ir 

(543 were 
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were pertinent, Fo. Whues Way, 
P. 336. $45. & 337 Digredl, 48, 

2. Tradition being the Tettimony 
of the Church, let Papiſts firſt aſcer. 
'F cain us, which is the true Church, 
 I- whoſe Teſtimony we muſt believe.. 
For our parts, we know .none upon 
| earth that prerend co Chriſtianity ,. 
, | thatdo not account themſelves the 
_ {| crue Church, and chat avow not 
_ | chemſelyes .ro bave che crue faith: 
. | which the Apoſiles delivered. Now 

there being. ſo many pretenders, we 
'F ace ar as greata loſs with Tradition, 
as without ic, finceall ſay; they hold 
the Apoſtolick fath, and yet ex- 
treamly differ one from another, nor. 
in few matcers, or ſmall, at leaft: 
ſome of them. And ir isſaid, and 
oranted on all bands, that there are 
diſſenters, and of theſe ſome: ace ig- 
norant, ;and : ſome. obſtinate , and 
ſome: Scepticks, and we kaow too 
many profeſſing Chriſtians, who are 
in cheir wayes and doings no becrer 
then Infidels Now may not any, 
JS or-all: of cheſe queſtion Tradicion, _ 
JF as well as Scripture, upon this pre- 
| Ds tence, 
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rence, that thy know notwhich i; 
the Charch, whoſe Teftimony they 
are —_ co believe ? 

"IF it be ſaid ( as ft hath been by 
ſome ) that there is no Chriſtian but 
knows the Church, Ic may be juſtly 
replyed, that there is no Chriftian, 
but knorys the Scripture as well. For 
all that own not Sctiprure, we may 
juſtly diſown them, as .being no 
Chriſtians. A man may be a Chit- 
ſtian (ir is confeſſed ) hou he ne- 
ver ſaw a Bible, if he have heard the 
doarne of Chiit, as many Gemtites 
( yea, afl for -onght T' know”) did in 
the firſt rimes ofthe Church, when 
the Goſpel was firlt preached to 
them by the Apoſiler, Burt to bea 
Chriftian and-nor know the doArine 
of. Chi, 1s a pure -conttradiftion; 
Now how we fhall 'know which 
Church gives the rrueft xeftimony to 
the doArme of Chrilt,ifnot by Scrip- 
tute, lzt Papiſts reſolve us, for we 
know 'not- What © to Wfver. 'We 
chitok amony ſo many prevenders 
there will be differences , ſach as. 
Traditwn will no bereer - 
| then 
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then Scripture , and that as Prote. 
Rants cannot agree abour the ſenſe 
of Scriprure, bur fome' interpret it - 
one way, and ſome another, ſo they, 
and others wHl agree no better abour 
the Church, and its Tradicion, For 
(as I have ſaid ) there are many 
Churches, and thoſe hugely differing 
in ſome things, and yer all prerend 
to the Apoſtolick faith, _ Thetefore 
we have need of ſomewhat to aſcer- 
tain us of that Church which hath 
preſerved, and delivered down all 
along the ſame faith which the A 

les tanghr, For the true Cathohck-. 
Churchz we believe it hath been - 
farkfull-in its teftimony to the truth - 
inall abes. Bur we Proteſtants can- 
noCown the Church of Remeas ſuch, -. 
though we Know rhere was there one 
ſound Part of the Catholick Church, 
inthe Apoſtles :1mes, Papiſts indeed 
pretend, and boaſt great things of ' 
their” Church, but what 1s thar to us, 
who 'can-well diftinguiſh-berween a 
Roman-Carh6lick,: and a Catholick . 


, Chriftiag. 


Here then we Proteftants reſolve 
$7. | LO - > 
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| (78) | 
£0 believe the Church for the Scrip- 
cure, and not the Scripture, For the 
Church. . And .yec we allow what 
that ancient Father ſaith of himſel£f, 
T hat he had not believed Scripture, 
but for the Church, For we know, 
that afcer he came once to learn the 


Scriptures, he then- believed ic, not 


upon account of the Churches autho- 
rity, bur its own,only. The Church 
( we grant) may at firſt perſwade Infi- 
dels ro attend and heed the Scripture, 
as the Word of God, even as the wo- 
man perſwided her- neighbours to 
come, and ſee Chriſt. But as they, 
when they had heard him themſelves, 
belizued, not becau,t of her ſaying, but 
becanſe of his own word : even ſois 


tin thecaſe that now is in queſtion. 
The Church of Chriſt hath the. office: 


of miniftry,to bold out the light,that 
others who are. in darkeneſs may ſee 


.ir, Bur this will never prove the 


Church to have ſuch an authoriry, as 
Papiſs plead for, and much leſs that 
their Church is "the © Catholick; 


Church, which only holds the A- 
poſtolick faith, And -when. they ' 


have 
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have ſaid all «they can, they ſay no 
more 'then any: Church , never ſo 
corrupt, will ſay for ic ſelf, v:z.Thar 
it hath the do&rine of Chritt which 
the Apoliles taughe. Hence we ſay 
azain, that Tradition leaves us at an 
Irrecoverable loſs, and that we. mult 
have ſomewhat more- certain, then: 
the Churches teſtimony, which any 
company ( of neve: ſo corrupt prin- 
ciples) may-pretend ungo, as well as 
the Church of Rome. 

3. We deſire to be ſatisfied, whe- 
ther the doarine delivered down, 'be 
true> becauſe the: Church hath delt- 
vered ir, or that the Church hath 
delivered it, becauſe it is the truch.. 
For we think the Church ought to re- 
ceive and believe the truth only, and 
to deliver that, and'nothing ce to 
be believed by others, and if ic recei- 
ved other then the truth, it was de- 
ceived, and if it dzlivered other, it 
was not only deceived, but deceived 
others alſo. The Church: can make 
nothing tobe true, bur what is ſuch 
BK before of ir ſelf, and all it can do, is 
J codeclarethe ruth which it bath ce- 

Ky, ceived, 
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ceived, and perfnade others cobe-' 
lieve it. Therefore, when! Papiſis 
preſs us { as they do ). abour our be-- 
ivg fluted of Scripture, we fay, that" 11 
we believeit upon accountof its own | U 
autbority , becauſe ic ſpeaks it ſelf I} & 
the: Ward of God, For aswhena | a 
place of truſt -and honor iscenferred' ff t! 
upon a perſon by his Prince, and'} E 
affpred to 'tim under the Great Seal, © 
though the meſſenger-( that brings” iN # 
the Patent ) may avow it to be the -}f 
Princes” a& ,. yer! char which gives .f ! 
afſucance to- the. perſon of his 1nte-! I 
reſt tn that office anctbonour, ische! || | 
Patent it ſelf, and the Seal-annext, If « 
So we know the voice of. God ſpeak-- || | 
ing to-us in his Word, andeven ſo - | « 
| hath the 1rue- Church, in all-aves,- I ' 
received -: Scripture, .as - the true” Nl 
Word of 'Gad,:,and commended ie} | 
ro-others for ſuch, as-a Parent ſea- - | * 
led from Heaven. | 
4. 'We deſire to know when the - 
Church firlt reſolved the Cafe” in 
Queſtion, and determined , what ©, 
is the doctrine of Chriſt, - For the 
Flaremne , an] 7 r.dertine Couns - * 
cils, 
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cils, we countih. m of a latter date, 
and but of yeſterday 1n.comparifon. 
For our part we tbink (under cor- 


-K reion of better judgments ) that 
| the Canon was agreed upon very 


early , becauſe two eminenc ones 


Books which we now do; and one 
of them ſaith, that the { anomcall 
awthorny of the old and ncw Teſt as 
ment was confirmed in the Apeſtles 
times, And that it was ſoagreed 
very early, we haye reaſon to think, 
becauſe Corfanmine in the fir NNi- 
cene Council, would not elſe have 
perſwaded the Fathers afſembled to 
examine and try all queſtions and 
controverſies by the Canon of Scrip- 
ture, For had it beenotherwiſe, it 
had been rational ro move them, 
fiſt to reſolve what the Canon was. 
Onc: we kn-w,the Chriftian Church 
had need to be reſolved of a Rule of 
faith, even from the beginning, at 
deaſt, ſo ſoon 4s th2 Apoſiles' had 
departedtbis-life. For if any thing, 
furely this is-of concernment to the 
{a Church, 


8 Aug. contt 
among the Ancients,icounted upon 4 L214 


the” ſame number of Canonicalc, x, 


Charch; viz. To have the Rule of 
faith ſtated, as the ſtandard, whereby 
all: do&rines are to be weighed and 
meaſured, And this (we think) was 
done, even from the Apoſiles times, 
and thac upon the determination 
which they had made ; -ſo as there 
was no ſuch Queſtion of old abaut 
the Rule of faith, ſuch as Papiſts have 
made of late. That ſome have que- 
fioned the authority of ſome Books 
of the New Teſtament, we know ; 
but we ſay, they were only ſome, and 
not the whole Church, Beſides, to 
queſtion the authority of ſome few 
Books, 1s not to queſtion the autho- 
rity 'of the whole Scripture. And 
indeed this queſtion was never made, 
eill of latter times,” when Papiſts 
could no more defend their Tenecs 
by this Rule of faith. 

5. We would know how. the 
Church came to know all the myſte- 
ries of Chriſtian Religion; And this 
we have reaſon to queſtion, becauſe 
Papiflsmake ſo much ofthe Churches 


Teftimony, as if Scripture had no au- [| 
thotity, as to us at leaſt, without ic. 'N 
What: 
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What? did the Church deviſe the 
whole. model of che Chriſtian faith, 
out of her. own heart? No, certainly 
this will: never: be ſaid by any thac are 
ſober. What then > Queſtionleſs (he 
was -taught ic of God, and in this 
(1 hope) we all agree, Well; 
And how was ſhe taught it ? was 
it- nor! by the Revelation of Jeſus 
Chriſt > And where is this Revelati- 
on if it be not in Scripture > Bur I 


| proceed, and fiy, the Chriſtian 
Churchlearne the doarine of Chriſt 


from Scripture, the Spirit working 
with the 'Word. For the Apofiles 
did not in preaching the Goſpel; 
briog to lighr what had never been 
heard of, - or thought on before : 
But they only declared-to the world, 
the performance of what God had 
foretold , and promiſed in the old 
Teſtament, concerning hw Son made 
of a woman, and made under the Law, 
when once the fulneſs of £19180 WAs COME, 
And ſo the Apolile avows, As 26. 
22, that his doQrin2 was no other, 


| then what Moſes and the Prophers 


had ſignified before. And did not 
Chril 


[ u) 
Chriſt come' to' fulfil the promilet 
made to the Fathers, which promiſes 
were recorded in the ok Feftameat } 
Yea,. and Chrift himſelf expounded 
the Sctiprures concerning himſelf 
Loke 24.27. -And verſ, 25, he mY 
braids the rwo Diſctples with theit 
, Not believing what the Prophers had 
\ gg Now, if the Church in all 

, yea, the Apoſtles rhemſelves 
ov che do&rine 'of Chriſt by 
Seripture, we: think rhere is enough 


to ſhew us, _—_ s che oaly Rule of 


faith: - 

6. Once more ; If Scripture be 
nocthe Rule of faiths ler Papiſts ref 
us what nt ſerves for. Truly we are 
fo ignorant, as if it be not che Rule 
of our faith, we know no uſe of it; 
And if that: be granted, 'which our 
Adverſaties'/plead for, why may we 
not hearken to' the Church, and het 
Traditton, and never look on Scrip- 
ture more ? For they have-of fate 
framed a Rule of faith that 18 all- 
ſufficient, and tell vsplainly, Scrip- 


cure 18 not ſo, Surefy if we'thus let | 


 gothe | tanks and take up Tradition, 


we Þ 
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þ ff. pewned by the Prophets and Ape+ 


| underſtood of all, and ic muſt evi- 
| tained of ir, thar ir is the Word of 


F fore-of this, when the wiſeſt, and 
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we had beſt let God go alſo, and con- 
Sent our felves with che Church, 
-: Bur there are ſome Queſtions £0 
be anfwered, and till this be done, 
we talk to no purpoſe, whatever we 
ſay of Scripture, or againſt Tradition. 
For how know we, 

1. Whether the Origivals be entire, 
and the ſure with thoſe which were 


ſtles ? 

2. What B ks of Scripture are Ca- 
nuical, and what not ? 

7. Whether tbe Originals are rig he- 
6 tr anflated intothe Engli (b, and ar 
wi/gar languages ? 

4. Whether they are truly ſenc'd 
avd interpreted, &c, and what nor? '' 
Theſe, and ſuch like, are preſſed 
upon us, to enervate the 1ſorce of 
Scriptures authoricy, and prove it no 
Rule of fairh. For the Rule of faith 
(ſay Papifts ) muſt be eafie ro be 


dence ic ſelf ſo, as we may be aſcer- 


God; and how can the vulſear be 


"moſt 
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moſt learned -are not well agreed 
about it > Whar ſhall become of the 
unlearned, and ſuch as make' any 
doubrs about theſe things ? And there 


are many ſuch, whereof ſomeare Rz- 


tional, and: others Sceprical, and 


others ( no queſtion ) are Atheillical 
toan bigh degree. 

To all theſe we. count- our ſelves 
bound co anſwer, and out anſwer in 
oeneral is, 
- T. Thar if Scripture Were never ſo 
plain and certain, there will be ſome 
_ doubrers anddiffenters, and enemies 
tolc alſo, There are too many who 
vs and ſome who deny the 

fence of God. 1s there no cer- 
tainty therefore of Gods Exiſtence ? 
Or hath not God ſufficiently ſhewed 
himſelf to be known as he is ſo did 
Chriſt give evidence enough of him- 
ſelf, though the blind Phariſee could 
nor, or rather would not ſee him to 
be what he was. We know, there 
are many. .in the world, who ate 
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honeſty and righteouſneſs ; and yet | 
they are plain enough, and wy | 
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(1 amy confidear ) chink ſo, Ir is 


abundantly ſufficient, if Scripture 


prove ir ſelf ſo. far, as all honeſt, 
ſober, and unintereſted perſons may 
be 'ia isfhed, Theſe (I am ſure } 
will be contented with ſuch proofs, 
as the matter in queſtion will bear, 
And who, (hat 1s rcaſonabie, witl ex- 
pet arguments 19 thiz caſe, 40, prove 
more then a tnoral certainty, alwayes 
exceptin2 that inward aſſurance 
which a gracious loul hath: by che 
ſeal of Gods Spirit. +- : () 
- 2. We anſwer, That - the Rule 
may be cafie, chough allmen.do nor 
underſtand ir. And ſuch 1s: Scrip- 
ture, eafie (we ſay) to be underſtood 
by all that will uſe means for char 
end. What! do our Adverſaries think 
it maybe known by drgaming of it? 
orſhall we think that God. hath nor 
lufficiently. provided for our 1ouls, 
becauſe we: cannot. come | to the 
knowledge of the Truth, and Salva- 


' tion by it, Wichout pains-taking ? 


This is (to ſay ho more } upreaſona- 


ble. . Whac-'can -be leargt without 
| uſing means, and taking pains'? - 


3. We 


(#). 


ſhould ak -anorher, How do you 


know lighr from : darkneſs; whit 


from black, ſowre:from.ſweer ? For 
Scripture-gives as clear a diſcovery 
of ir (elf, as things winre and black, 
ſorre'and kweet.,; fhew their caſte 
and colour. - Bue L:(hall endeavour 


to anlwer perciculars, as lyein 
order, mY 


'To the firſt Queſtion aboutithe 

Originals we anſwer. © 

7. Thaowthnow them wheen. 
fires ani noridefeftive , ant. the 
ſame with-rhoſe that were penned 
by the Prophecs and- Apoſiles , as 
well 28any ſuch ching can be known, 
Theſe Records are 'very. ancient 
'forhe” of rhigem | of ſome thi 
yeiryRanding! ' 
prove: every particular , 'as If re 
had Deen! eye-witnelſes:? Is it not 
-enough, 1f 'we-have more certainty 
of theſe; ther can' be had! of aa 
- others" that dex? -rhe- ſees da 
or ſbmewtar gear2" Net to 
thar this Queſtion ſee ny "00! 


': 3. We may juſtly-look on the 
Quiiier abou Scripture, as if a man 


And muſt wenn 
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ache force of all ancientRecords - 
and evidences, -For itmay be faid 
by any concerned, How are weſure, 
chac theſe” are the! Aurhentick Co» 
pics, or cranſctibed 'exaRly ro a ket- 
cer? - . ; 


a 


2. Were certainly affured in this 
Caſe as well as they thar queſtion, 
ſecing rhe y Pretend” only-co Thdi- 
tion for their Security, and we know 
nv. (certaincy of that more then:of 
Scriprure. | 

3. We know the: Original Old 
Tetament by the confent' of our 
Bibles, and thoſe” which the Fews 
preſerve ro this day { as we think ) 
by a ſpechH providence, "What 
beccer evidence can here be in fuch 
acaſe thenithis-? They had'the ho- 
nour-e0- have the lively Oracles 
commicted co. chenm,. and: we never 
beard chey could be jultly blamed 
for being falſe to their truſt thug far. 
And theſe Infidels fil} retain' the 
old Teftament, as it was, though 
the'Chrifliens :Make nſec of it roju- 
flifie ch&Chrician faith eoatit rhem, 
* And "if they had- arecihpred any 

alteration 
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. yu. ih never hand 
: eg nh R$: 02S; cp geae before, 
'Copics and ours 44 
owell rogether, asWe bave ng 
| pon {wich chem. abour this 
have we” = g00d reaſon to pets 
ſwade our felyes; that our. Ociging 

; Kibles areas a firſt ? 11.48 £$.918 
4- \We know ic. by-as- good < 
dences, as our: Adverſarics know 
ic,, viz. .by-rbe. conſent of all Agry 
: ring Wicneſs toit. We do not in» 
E:- | dcxhe'-authoricy;, of -the 
= - urchetTagimony, as Papiſts;da, 
k: nar: have we: need, ſeding the T6 
Rimony may be valid! (through. its 
truth , withour, any ſack aurhoriey; 
We giveas.muck as we-ought to: the 
Church, when, we ſay, ;ir ach been 


my hr. 


mo 42 > Co 


ing rhe. .dv@rine of Chriſt i 
cripture.. .; And-ſo it; bath ceſtified 
the Originals tobe'as art firſt; | 
PF | oy yer more my 4 S|| 
, thys Queſtion,; only 1 mul 
= thac we -cannor thin 
our ſelyes. Þairydeae man oy 
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”"— a queſtion, For we lay onr A» 
claim by preſcription, and there- 
fore think-our adverſaries ſhould ra- 

ther prove the contrary by,undenia- 
ble arguments, then pick quarrels 3 
with us by .captious queſtions, ſuch 3% 
as they can no betrer anſwer. then | 
we.. But we know the:deſign, and 

ſhall ſay no more, of te, 

5. Iris enough, -if the O:iginals 
be. in the matter and. ſubliance of 
them crheſame asat firſt, That they 
may have ſome 2lterations as to ler- 
ters, or words, In the tranſcribing ' 
and printing of -them., who que- 
ſions, iince the Tranſcribers, and 
Printers had no infallible Spirtic that 
we ever heard of ?. But thiz being 
granted, we have no. cauſe to doubr 4 
Scriprutes authority any whit-rhe _ 
more, What though no Original 
:Copic now extant 'be fo abſolutely 
»pure, as no mixture can poſſibly be 
-fcund i 19 ir, as to words and letters, ” 
yet Scripture ceaſesnot to be a ſufh> - 
cient Rule, ſo long as there winic 
NO violation, mutlationy:or fall - 
pfication through the 3 iSfrofance, neg- 
E lizence, 
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 ligence, oor malice of men; as diſa- 
bles ic for teaching all men whattofln 
believe and do, 1n order to their ff a 
Jalvation. For this is it -which we || 
contend for, That. all thedoarine Þ| y 
of Chriſt neceſſary to be known unto If ( 
ſalvation, we- have in our preſent | » 
Bibles, and chis do&rine che very Þ| th 
ſame that was delivered by the Pro« fr 
phets and Apoſtles. It lies Bill bow. W 
ever on our adverſaries to prove any A 
alteration ſo much as in any words, Sto 
Hence we ſay further, that Books Yaf 
made of inke, and parchment, ot Fir, 

paper , are things that are periſh- th 

able, yea, and will come to no- ſw; 
thing, But date Papiſts ay, that Yr) 

God hath noc given his Laws in Bbe 
writing ? dare they ſay, that there Ym 

- never was ſuch a man as Moſes, who Y nc 
at Gods command delivered a Law 

to {ſrael, and after it was written 
Cauſed it to be read in the audience 

-of all the people ? or darethey ſay,& 

there never were ſuch men as the 

Prophers and Apoſtles, and chat 

they never wrote any ſuch Books, 4 

_. Arenoy called rhe holy Scriptures? 


hs 


| (93) 
We do not know, and therefore dare 
not ſay, that they have hitherto ſaid 
any ſuch thing, and we have ſo much 
charity, as to believe they will ne- 
yerſay it, Whar mean they then by 
ſuch quirks , and quibles as thele, 
viz, That we cannot be afſured now 
that the Scriptures are not altered 
from what they were at firt ? &c. 
What thoughts have they of God 
Almighty ?- was he not wiſe enough 
toforeſee what might be objeRed 1n 
afrer times, ſo as to provide againſt 

it, and prevent all ſuch queſtions as 
they nov make about the written; . * 
word > This we know, and they tog, 
Jetac the only wiſe God thought It 
belt ro bave the lively Ogacles.com- 
mitred towriting, though he could 
not but know, that in proceſs of 
time, there might be ſome altera- 
tion in thoſe writings, and that che 
outſide materials, as parchment, 
&c. are ſuch as walt and wear our, 

ea this way of writing Was (as1 
may ſay) conſecrated at firſt by the 
inger of God, who wrote the ten 
dmMMmandments in two Tables of 

E 2 ſtone. 
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None. And thoſe two tables wet: 
ſoon broken, and the others afrery , 
wards prepared at Gods conf | 

- - mand , and kept along time, ar, 
' yer long ſince gone , {6 as none ; 
can give any account of themy ; 
Notwithſtanding we” are not tof., 
ſeck of the Ten CommandmentsJ ; 
nor ( we hope) will any ſay, theſe , 
are not the ſame that -God wrote , 

at firſt, or we cannot be ſure tha 

© theyareſo. Alas! to argue 1n thi 
manner is to bring Heaven andf , 
Earth together. Then farewell allf , 
the credit of all ancient Records, «. 
that ever have been preſerved in| , 
the World. Yea, then let che Scrip c 

, tures ( winch are che moſt ancienf 
Records in the world ) go too, up 4. 

on the ſame account. And this, wy , 
think , ſome would have, or they 1, 
would no more trouble the wotlq 
with ſuch frivolous Queries as thelef 
How ( ſay they) can we be ſure} | 
that the Originals are the ſame tha, 
were firſt penned ? what pitie icy c 
that theſe men ood not by, wheth 6 


God commanded a Lay to be writ 


(95) 
ten for his People, and the ſame to 
continue unto all genera'ions! they 
could have prompted God, and told 
him . what was to be conlidered of, 
vis, That thoſe Books might decay 
in time, and the Copies be corrupted 
in the tranſcribing of them, or they 
might be loſt, and laid afid2;” ( For 
ſo they were in Foiahs time, when 
one Copy was lizhted on by chance, 
and counted as a Jzwel for 1s raricy.) 
And that in after ages, there might 
be much queſtioning about them, 
whether they had not under the re- 
volutions of many ages been altered, 
from what they were at ficlt by his 
| appointment, © But the only wiſe 


theſe things, thought it beſt to have 
his Word written, and yet made no 
extraordinary proviſion for tranſcri- 
| bivg them upon occafion, or pre- 
venting ſuch queſtions, as are now 
made by ſome. Sure we are, that 
our Saviour calls the Fews to Scrip- 
F ture, and they do not excuſe them- 
. ſelves, by ſaying, they know nor 


E 3 


God, who certainly could foreſee all 


' whether they have the Law of Moſes, 
4 
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as it was firſt delivered ; nay, they 
confeſs, that God ſpakz by Moſer, 
and they knew ir. And our Saviour 
pu's the queſtion | whether he were 
the Chriſt } to be proved by Scrip 
ture, Strange ! that the only wil 
God ſhould nor foreſee this quarrel 
mighe bz made in after ages, which 
Papiſts make now, For might nor 
the Jews ſay, the Law of 1oſes, and 
the writings of th: Prophets, were 
no Rule of faith and manners to 
them, becauſe they could not evi- 
dence their own certainty, ſo ag to 
aſcertain them. And how could 
they aſcertain chem then, more then 
us now? 

Bur Tradition is it which muſt 
ſecure all, by its affidavit made to 
Scripture. 

And what do we then believe in 
believing Scripture, the authority of 
God, or men ? If Scriptures autho- 
rity, as to us, depends upon the 
Churches Teftimony, in our belief of 
Scripture, we believe men, and not 
God ; at leaſt, we believe God for 


the Teſtimony of men, And whatF | 
kind K 
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hind of faith: that is, let taem who: 
queſtiox: us: {0 much about Scripture, 
reſolve us..  Forthe various readings 
r: | thatare in the Originals, we acknow- 
1 ted2- them, and chink, they happen- 
ed much through che miſtakes of 
thoſe who tranſcribed the Copies 
from time ro: ume, However the 
happened ( for: we land not muc 
upon it ) Papiſts know, that the Fews 
Mefar&h hath well provided for the 
Old.'Teftament. And chough the 
New bath very many, we ſtand to 
mamncan , that all choſe yarious 
. teadinge put together, ( ler che wortt 
be madeofthem ) can never be im- 
proved to prejudice the authoricy of 
Scyipdire. in ane. Article of Faith, 
Pordli:ghe:wricren and printed Co- 
pics ofitde Original Bibles, do con- 
curre ie-the whale main do&rine of 
Chrift throughout, And chereupon 
we challenge Papiſis ro ſhew any 
alceration;;/that chafhes with the do- 
 Arine firſtidelivered, notwithſtanding 
all che.various readings 1n ſo great a 
multitude of Copies. 
- Hence we conclude, ( as a lcatned-- 
= E 4 man 


« © (98) 
man hath it) © That: the- crize ani 
© proper fonndation of Chrittim: Res 
© ligion 1s not ink and/paper; ror any 
« writing, or writings, whether Ori | 
* oinals, or Tranſlations,” bur-that 
© ſubſtance of matter, rhoſe'gratious 
© counſels of . God concerning 'the 
© ſalvation of the . world by Jeſu 
* Chriſt, which | are indeed reprefen- 
*red and declared, both in Tranfla« 
© rions and Originials, but are realſy 
©and e.ſencially' diftin& from beth; 
© and no wayes; for their nattreyand 
© beings,” depending - on - eicher of 
* them. The writingo(aghe faith ) 
. * declares the nature; or/renout. of 
* the bargaing/ which: yas; in reality; 
* and complextneſyof being, ibafvre 
* the writing,and2comfeqterithy xtie 
©writing can bz no:pift ofoito rn 
©like manner, the gdotbpleaſure of 
© God concerning \-mano Hlvation, 
© had its being in" God: hnnſelf, long 
© before any part«of 1twagtimparred Þ|. 
© unto the world Byany waiting; :.For Þ 
© it was ſavingly imparted”; fff, By 
© immediate inſpiration of God unto 
*ſome men.” And fecond!y,Byword |, 

of F 
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© of mouth from theſe to many others; 

© long before any part of it was ot- 

ny edered by God to be ſet down in 
” | *writing. So that no Book or wri- 

a | ©clng whatſoever, 1s either in whole 

Cor in part, the Word or Will of 

© God, and conſequently no founda- 

uf fon of Chriſtian Religion, unleſs 

1: | we make ſome other foundation 

1s | © beſides the Word of God. 

fy As for the Orizinals ; we are afſu- 

" red that they are intire, and nor de- 

4 | feRive, as any can be ſure of any 

x | {bing that is of ſo long fianding. 

) And therefore we are bold to think, 

f 

i 

e 

e 

1 

f 

Y 
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that they who queſtion us; as they Yo 
m this kind, might rather have que- 
tioned God himſelf, for repreſent- 
ing his mind and will in writing, 
when -he could not bur foreſee that 
ſuch manner of queſtions might be 
pur in after-ages, as-are made now. 
adayes. None dare ſay, that God 
never ordered his will to be written, 

' And ſecing ir'is ſo ordered by him, 
why ſhould we queſtion the wiſe and 
gracious hand of this providence, in 

- contriving the preſervation of theſe \ 

| E 5 antient. 
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antient Records unto all poſtericy, 
for whom he intended them > Me- 
chinks it were a more dire& courſe 
for our Adverſaries to take, 1f they 
would ſay downright, that God never 
committed his mind and will to wri- 
ting, then now to ſay ( asthey do ) 
that no man can be ſure that theſe 
wricings are the ſame which were at 
firſt, For this ſeems to caſt an aſ- 
perſion upon God, for taking ſuch a 
way of repreſenting his mind unto 
the ſons of men, as muſt leave thoſe 
of theſe latter ages of the world, 
under invincible doubtings about his 
will, that reſpeAs their greateſt and 
only concernmenes, As for their 
. expedient of Tradition ; what doth 
it other, then reſolve all the Divine 
authority of Scripture, into the au- 
thotity of men? For they fay, 
Scripture: cannot aſcertain us con- 
cerning it ſelf, nor can any thing 
elſe but Tradition, which yet is no 
more then the Teſtimony of men : 
And ſo the Teſtimony © of God, 
as to us, muſt be leſs then that of 
men, A | 

| | 


(101) 
: To the ſecond. Querie, we need 
not ſay much in way of anſwering 
it, us the Bqoks accounted by us 
Apecryphal do ſutficiently ſhew, whar 
3ccount. we are bound to make of 
them, while they confuce themſelves 
by their own contents. Thar-the- 
Maccabees are a tory of which there 
1s 20od uſe, we deny not , and that 
Eccleſiaſticus, and the Book, of W1(- 
dom, &c, contain many and ſundry - 
moral inſtrutions, we do not que- 
ſtion,. no more then thac the like are 
found in other Books, which yer pre» 
rend. not to Divine authority. But - 
this proves them: not to be Canoni- 
cal, as the Church of Rowe hath de 
.termined. Once the Jewiſh Church 
. never owned chem for part of the 
Canon, por-were they ever written 
In their language, as the other parts - 
gf ris Old Teſtament. True, they 
2veheen allowed to be read in ſome 
Churches, for infirugion in manners. 
But,che.Chriſtian Church never re- - 
ceived chem inco the Canon of Scrip- 
- hegnahu will ic ever be proved. 
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be Romiſh Church indged ( for 


hg 


" Cioz9 
what cauſe. ſhe beſt- knows) Kath 
Canonized .the(t Books : But what 
is thatto us, wh6' Can as eafily diftin- 
ouiſhin'this caſe, ag'we can between 
lighr” and darkneſs? Bur- ye appeal 
to 5 che Churches Tefiimony, and fay 
that the true 'Ehiitiin” utch had 
no other Canonical Books, 'then 
what we own'for fuch.” 'There'were 
indeed ſome 'who' queſtioned fome 
particular Books of the New Tefti- 


- menr, but that queſtion continued 


nor long - and if ſome alſo' gave 60 


much to theſe Apoeryphals,” that 'is 


not enough to conntervail che gene- 
ral vote of the whole Church, which 
alwayes rejeQed them from havidg 
any place in the Canon. | 
Hence our anfwer is, that” iy 
know what Books are Cand nical, by 
thatlightand luſtre of 'Divtne trath, 
Which thines out, and ſhews It If i 
them. And this light is fo giozis, 
as thoſe Apocryphals dare not: pre- 
tend.co it, but rather ſeem wilſtns to 
be In a lower form, _ For this r in- 


Nance in 2 Mar, 2, 24: where” che 


Author ( whoever he Was cot- 
keſles, 
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felles, hae he 'bad* takin "bbat he 
wrote; "but of© aſon of Cyrtne, and 
Font PAEEEd foros” Books of his ;nto oge 
Volu#e ; and whoever pleaſes to 
read, on 1p that Chapter, may eafily 
perceive thar tht 'Spiric of God, 
( which ſpakeby the bply Prophets ) 
could never frame to peak 1h ſuch 
2 manner.” Pe m©Scriprure ( as 
bath been already (ajd ) ſperks pro 
 imperio, as the only moſt ſoveraign 
Lord, and never makes ApaC_eies 
for himſelf to be excuſed with/tteſe 
tro whom! he ſpeaks. For why ſh5uld 
he, ſeeing they are all bis vaſſals 
his creatures? The diftance is ſo in- 
finitely greac  bewyeen him , and 
them, 2s it cannot be reaſonably 
tnatined,thar he ſhould court them, 
as that Authour doth. For the. ma- 
ny figions and tales rold in ſome of 
thoſe AprerVyhij »" Tſhail not men- 
tion che bec lfSthey are ſo well 
known fok = elle Eeſed them, 
ahd rh Bo To 7 HI , "ho have a 
WHF to be iied'?” 
"NFh need Hah? of Tra- 
M4 Wet knke "APE Cv 
” al 
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And ORF. | a mind to befur- 


ther ſatisfied, may find enqugh in 
all our. Divines, who have .Maintai« 
ned Scriptutss. eG againſt our 
adverſaries. . | 

"Bur the gregr eftion is about 
the Scripgures | tranſlated. :. For our 
adverſaries ©think , we cin never 
prove them. $0 .he the Rule of faith, 
The Rule (ſay-rhey ) muſt be cer- 


tain, and in lidle. But Tranſlati-, 


ons are many and . various, and 


different, if not in many 


thincs. contrery to one another, And 
then how ſhall the vulgar under- 
ſtand which of them dat h "indeed de- 
clare the minJ of God? Or how 
ſhall che unlearned be infallibly ſure, 
thac this or that Tranſlation. doch 
nor erre ? 

Now to clear our ſelves in chis 
puzzling queſtion TI what Pa- 
piſts cannot Graf Or FE mh ole 
Canon was.at wh en.,in two 
Languages, ich, very. tering com- 
patiſon for. theſs. many Ages. have 
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tu:e was pen'd, theſe Languages, viz. 
Hebrew and Greek, were beſt known 
ro the Church of any other, Hebrew 
was the Mother congue of the Fews, 
and Greek was 4 language very fan» 
liar to ſuch of them, as were ſcatte= 
red abroad before our Saviours time, 
and thep, ſceing they were called 
Helleniſts, or Gryeciſts, for uſing 
the Greek Tranſlation of the old 
. Teftament by the Seventy. For the 
Gentiles ( unto whom the Goſpel 
came as well asto the Fews) many 
of them had iv for their Mother- 
Tongue, and others familtarly uſed 
it, becauſe the Grec:an Monarchy had 
not long before ſwayed in all thoſe 
parts of the World. This I thought 
good to mention, that 1t mighr ap- 
pear the more probable, that Gods 
mind was to have his Word under- 
food by all. 


But there were other people, who 04. 


_. uncertood neither of thoſe Langua- 
ves, 


There were , and are ftill ſuch, So/. 


and we do not deny it, Bur this1s 
evident, that God was not pleaſed 
to 
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to cauſe his Word to be written at 
firſt 1n the Vulgar languages of all 
Natiofis. © For if he had, we ſhould 
not be-pozed-(-as now we are ) with 
tis Queftion, However what I have 
Taid, and cannot be denied, ſerves 


fo-hint this, That Gods mind was. 


to hive his Word underſtood by 
thoſe to whom ir came, ſeeing he 
wrote to the Fews in Hebrew, and 
to the Grecians in Greek. True, 


[other people could not underſtand 


it without a Tranſlation. And what 
{hall we ſay in*this Caſe ? God did 
nor cauſe the Scripture to be pen- 
ned at fiiftin the ſeveral Languages 
of all people and Nations. .We muſt 


- here leave our 2dverſaries-to que- 


fliion- God: for it, for we cannot de- 
ny,” That the Scripture was penned 
arr only in two Laguages, which 
many could not poſſibly underſtand 
withour a iniracle, unleſs it had 
been cranſſaced, Only ſince 1t was 
thus, we hope our adverſaries will 
not fay, it ovght not to be tranſla- 
red, ſeeing there wasa neceſſity for 


"ir, 1h, order tothe underfianding of 
it, 


fa 
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Ir; which ee could nevethave been 
Mthoariiracle:"! 25) 010g 

": But How "ſhall the" vutoir know Neſt. 
whether Tranſitions be according 

tdthe Ofrfoinals > Andrtben how'cin 

the Scripture tranflatedbe a Rijle of 

furh -Which' maſt 'b "ſach '7s'a man 

thy be ſare, tha: chere 1 is no errour 

M1 ic? 

''This 1s indeed the Queſtion, So!. 
wherewith 'they'go abour to puzzle | 
as: - For the Scripture ( ſay they) 
as rtinſI2red into'the Evgliſhtongue, 
catinor be the Rule: of faith, becauſe | 
not infatlible. And to this we in- * Mr. 70 
tend to-anfwer,” though others have ra = 
' anfutte@ it long ago®. "And Our a-;,,, k. 
ſwer4is; rhar”” 

' | 83:-Wektow of no nfs ltible Spi- 
ris'promiſed, or 'Siveh of God for 
cravſtatino Scripture. And this is 
char-whidh our adverſities think will 
give" the Tauſe- wholly on theit (id2. 
For ſeeing all Tranſlations are liable 
t6: miſtakes the vulear , and an- 
Jearngd:&an uever” have 2 Rule of 
faith in Seripture , ſay they. But 
| We that nor quit on: chime to 
REESE Scripture 
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for, all ;this., For we can 
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Scripture bop, 31] izh | 
ditinouiſh ( as that; learned Diving 

fe. Whit hath ) .6:14rcen. rhe dofir ine; taught in 
his way togy, Seryptw e, and the means wheres 


* the true ; 


” Church. #1.,1h6 4oftrine 14, wttered to our capa- 


Fn us, berween things , and words, 
The Divine'truth which 1s the infalli- 
ble Word of .God, is ( ſay we) .the 
Rule of faith. - The Traiſlations are 
only means. to ſhew it us, and the 
veſſels wherein 1t is preſented to us. 
And thus in rigour of ſpeech, we 
do not count the Engliſh, orany 0- 
ther Tranſlation, no not the Greek: 
or Hebrew the Rule , becauſe all 
Language is bur a certain foxm, / or 
manner,or means whereby -it--co- 
meth ro us, Bat becauſe; the: dq+ 
Qrine!' 18 'not, made known: but by 
words, aud languages : Therefore 
the Scripture tranſlated inco-Engliſh 
is a Divine authority for faith. So 
men believe a Divine.cruth alchough 
delivered by - humane voice , in 
Preaching; and juſt ſo ws havethe 
infallible Do&rine of the Scripture, 
immediately -inſpired by the holy 
Ghoſt, though by an humape Tran- | 
; flation FÞ 
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ſlation it be manifeſted co us, 

'0-, But how do we know, that 
our Tranſlation is righr, and accord- 
ing to the Ociginals> Or how can 
our unlearned people be ſure of it ? 
And if they cannot, how can the 
Engliſh Bibles be to them a Kale of 
Fauh t © 

Sol, Owr Engliſh Bible ( ſaith 
our learned White) contains is it two 
thizgs, viz. The Doftrine, and the 
Tranſlation, The Dottrin; was in» 
ſhired by God, and written by men in- 
fallibly afſiſted by the Hely Ghoſt. 
The Tranſlation was done by the mis 
mftry of the Church, and induſtry of 
certain men, who thiugh they hai no 
ſmpernatural mſpiration, yet we know 
infallibly, they have not erred in the 
wdtter, by the ſame means whereby we 
know other Truths, end diſcern other 
Articles of Chriſlian Faith; viz. 
The light of the Deflr int Tranſlated, 
the reffimony of the Spirit, the mint- 


* ftryof the word, the rul-s of Art, the 
. knowledge of the Tongues, &c, 


Obj. Some Tranſlations have 
erred, and how ſhall we bz ſure 
of 


=_ 
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of this, or that Tranſlation ? 
Sol, We vgrant, that ſome have 
erred, and any may, unleſs there 
were. an infallible Spirit to aſlit, 
What is rhis-to us, who maintain 
not this or that Tranſlation, but the 
Scriptufes well and. faithfully tranſla- 
ted, to be the Rule of Faith ? True, 
our Tranſlations bave been altered ; 
but this alceration hath been in 
words, more then matter. And one 
andthe ſame ſence may be expreſled 
divers wayes. So we may have Ciffe- 
rent Tranſlations, without any error 
inthe matter and Do&rine, Na 
further, what if ove” Tranſlation 
thould differ from another in ſence, 
we.are not therefore bound to quit 
our Engliſh Bibles, unleſs ir did ap- 
pear that:we have not in them the 
matter and ſubſtance of all Chiiſtian 
- Do&rine. And here we require It 
be ſhewed and proved, that our va- 
rious Tranſlations do not all agree 
exactly ſo far, as we have in them all 
the Articles of Chriſtian Faith, which * 
are neceſlary to be known and be- | 
lievcd in. order to our Ab 1: 
* The. 
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The differences in all our Tranſlati- 


” | onsare not ſuch, or ſomany, asthat 
- | we ſhould need the Churches autho- 
* | rityto aſſure and ſertle us. For God 
! | openeth the hearts of his people to 


kriorwy his voice from others, whiles 

the light of Divine truth gives teſtt- 

| mony to it ſelf, and receives autho- 

rity from no other, as the Sun is ſeen 

by irs own light, and as we diſcern 
ſweer from ſowre by its own taſt, 

However (as a learned man hath 

. ſaid) wedeny not, that there art ate 

vers means wherchy our couſciences 

- may be aſſured, Some private, as 5hill 

in tongues, learning, labour, prayer, 

conference, &c. Some publick z 4s the 

miniftry, which att of the Church s 

not authority to ſecure, but mmſtry to 

ſhew us, that which foall ſecure us ; 

which miniſtry us founded on the Scrip- 

tre at ſelf, in that from thence it 

* fetcheth the Reaſoys that may per- 

" ſwade ws, and ſh:weath the light that 

doth infallibly aſſwre us. And the 

difference between theſe two u this, 

That the Spirit ws an inward mean, 

the teaching of the Church an m—_ 

| The 
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The Spirit ſecureth us by ku own an- 
thority, the Church airetteth us by her 
mmiſtry, The Spirit hath light in it 
ſelf, the Church borroweth hers from 
the Scripture, For certain, God ne- 
ver ſince his people had his Laws 
written to them, hath left them 
without a miniſtry , and this is the 
great work of that miniſtry, to cauſe 
the people ro underſtand the Laws of 
God, And how this can be done 
amongſt our vulgar, unleſs by tran- 
ſlating the Scripture, ler them (hew, 
that can, for w2 cannor. 

Whereas our Adverſaries take oc- 
cahon hence to quarrel Scripcure, 
as no competent Rule of faith, be- 
cauſe the unlearned vulgar want a 
Rule, and can have no other then a 
Bidle tranſlated, which is liable to 
many and great miſtakes ; we may 
Juftly queſtion chem abour their 
Tranſlations: For they know, there 


isa Latine Tranſlation (notthe Ori-" 
- ginal for certain) which is with them | 


commended as authentical, to ſay no 


more, Only we defirethem firſt to 1 


anſwer for themſelves. However we 
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may juſtly marvel, thac they ſend us 
zo Tradition, for our aſſurance abour 
£ [Tranſlations, ſeeing our preſent Erie. 
s [liſh Tranflations are of no ſuch an- 
= {tient date, as we need to enquire 
s | much, what our Fathers thought of 
1 {| them. They are beſt known and dif- 
» | cerned by thoſe who beſt underſtand 
» {the Originals, and have the moſt 
f I helps and means which God hath al- 
» flowed for ſuch a work, as Tranſla- 

ting the Scriptures. And for theſe 
| we may without oftentation ſay, that 
WE have as good, and as many, as 
they have, and the Tranſlations we 
have are approved of by our Church, 
though not by theirs. If the Papiſts 
would, or could prove that the Scrip- 
tures ought not to be tranſlated ar 
all, or elſe help us ro a Tranſlation 
abſolutely anſwerable co the Origt- 
nals, and give us good ſecurity ſor it, 
they ſhould do both us and cthem- 
ſelves a good piece of ſervice. Bur 
TWthere is an abſolute neceſlicy of Tran- 
lations, unleſs we knew of any ex- 
traordinary and miraculous way of 
bringing our people to underſtand . 
* W1 
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will,.of God in his wricten Word, 
And what then 1s .to be don2? or 
what.can We doin order ro the fal- 
vation of .pgor iouls ?, There are 
ſome perhaps,. who. can reſolve this 
;othe: wile then we dare, and ſay, 
Let them alone ts be as ignorant at 
may be , and beliew: only, as the 
C harch believes, right or wrong, 
"But for our part, We are of the mind, 
that .our people wiil never grope 
out the way to Heavey, while 
they are blindfolded, nor can we be 
perſivaded , that ignorance is the 
mother of deyotion,, though wel . 
know it 1s the mother of ſuperſiiti- 21 
on. God tarns men from derhne(s} fe 
weto light, when he tarns them from the] C 
P 
v 


power of Satan unto him{elf , AQ. 
26, 18. and why came our Saviour 
a light1nto the world, if we may g0 
£6) Heaven as blind as we are born ? 
what, have we to do while we at 
here upon earth, more chen to ge 
grace and knowledze, and grow 1! 
it more and more ? Heaven is. called 
the inherirance of the Saints in light; 
and Hell is called utter darkneſs, 


(115) 
I. To ſay no more of this; we have 
rf the Scriptures tranſlated into Eng- 
[-I liſh, becauſe the greatet number of 
© our people ( whoſe ſouls are as pre. 
ls] cious as others) cannot otherwiſe 
}> | underſtand them without a miracle. 
«1 And we uſe thebeſt means we have 
re] lefe us, ro make our people know 
7.1 Gods mind and will in his written 
LI Word. And for Tradition; we 
X | know no uſe of ic, unleſs ic be firſt 
ef teſolved beyond all exception, that 
Xx] wve muſt believe as the Church be- 
ef heves, whatever the Scripture ſaith. 
© + What hath been ſaid already in 
l-J 2n{wer tothe former Queries, may 
ſerve in part for the fourth and laſt 
«} Query, about the ſence and inter- 
tf pretation of Scripture, However 
ve. thall ſay what wz think, about 
the lerter of Scripture not ſenc'd, 
and to be ſenc'd, 

. Now the (ence of Proteſtants is, 
mat Scripture 'both words and mat- 
» is the Rule of faith, and they 
8ad It, as any man Teads his friends, 
r correſpondents letters to know 
lis mind in them , or as Factours 
—_ F beyond 
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"beyond ſea come to know their 
'Merchamis orders, given them in 
and by their letters, Somerimesa 
difference ariſes amongſt theſe, and 
then what can a Facour do to 
clezr himſelf more, then to produce 
his Merchants le.cers, and ſay, 
Here's the order you gave me, and 
I have followed it? ſo do we, when 
we are queſtioned about our faith ; 
we know no other anſwer but this} 
that we have arders given us !n 
Scripture to balieve ſo and ſo, and 
not otherwiſe. We cannot in this 
caſe abſtra& the letter from the 
ſence, Scholars indeed, in thar 
contemplatians , may make fuch 
abſtractions. But what have we to 
do with them in praRical uſe, ora- 
bout moral a&tions ? for in ſuch ca- 
ſes, we muſt (as all ſober men do) 
take words, and ſence together, 
Words and letters ( as far aswee 
ver learat)) ſerve only to ſignifig 
mens ſence, and meaning, Anc 
ſoCcoth-the letter of Scripture figni 
fie. Gods mind and meaning in-it; 
And ſo we produce themin any m; 
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(117) 
ter of queſtion , 'as m&n do their 
written evidences in a trialat Law. 
Would it be allowed in ſuch a caſe, 
that a Lawyer ( if any ſuch could 
poſſibly be found ) ſhould evade # 
full, and clear evidence, by abſtra- 
Ang the letter from the ſence ?. all 
men of common reaſon know, that 
written evidences are intended to 


y ſhew:mens ſence and meaning, and 


"oy | "gy the —_ and = ſence cannot 
| ſeparated, though every - puny 
Sophiſter can diftingutſh them. 74 301 
In this diftinguiſhing berween the 
letter, and ſence of Sctipture, and 
ſaying thar Proteſtants have only the. 
| | letcer of Scripture for their Rule, we 
| can guefs at no defign. but ths, thar' 
{| Papiſts would bave us run as far as 
Rome, to fetch the ſence of Scripture: 
thence. And then we may have ir 
ſenc'd as it hath. been hererofore by 
ome of.them. For inftance'; Be- 
| here are rwo ſwordt, Luke 22.38; 

at is, the Pope hath the power of 
be ſpiritual and temporal ſword; 
00u haſt put all things axnder h feet, 
ſheep and oxen, and the beaſts of 
"x F 2 the 
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the f:14, Pfal. 8.6, 7. and this 1s ap.fab 
plied ro Chrift, He6..2. but the Ro-fof 
man ſenſe is, that all things are ſub-Jin 
ze& tothe Pope, By cattelythey willſby 
have us underſtand men on Earth;] V 
by che fiſhes in the ſea, the ſoulsuJ ra 
Purgatory; andthe. birds are thef] pe 
blefſed ſouls in Heaven. - Or as they] © 
all ſeem to ſence that command offi m 
Chriſt, Drisk ye all of thu, Drick ye w 
nor not all of this. Theſe ſeem for n 
certain' ro make neither the letter, I (c 
nor the ſence. of Scripture to be the f at 
Rule, bur ſomewhact elſe. n 

.Obj. © But the letter cannot be a Rule 
(ſay they) ſeeing the letter ſpeaks 
things otherwiſe then they ought to 
be underſtood. For the letter attri. 
bures hands and feer, &c., to Gol 
which muſt nor be ſo much as imagt-. 
g ned, ſeeing he is a Spirit, 

.$ol, + 'We need not for all this be behol- 
den to Tradition, or ſeek for th 
ſence of Scripture from the Chure 
of Romer,” Our reaſon ( if we had n 
ather thing to help us ) wall ceach us 
-that God- hath no limbs, ner ſences 


+268 we men have, and cherefose'w 
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( 119) ; 
ap-Jabhor to make any repreſentation? 
Ro-Jof Godin any bodily ſhipe, as know- 
ub-Jing ic unreaſonable to repreſent God 
wilfby the Gmilitude of any creature. 
th; What reaſonable man can be igno- 
$10] rant, that Gods bands (iznifie his 
thef power, and his eyes, his providence, 
WW &c. and that ſuch expreſſions are 
off made uſe of by the Holy Ghoſt, in a 
ye way of condeſcention to our ipfit= 
ot mity > To ſay no more, theſe rea-. 
ſonings are no better then triflings, 
be I and are bet anſwerei by taking leaſt- 
n2tice of them. 
le} | For giving the ſence of Scripture, 
ks | we have: the minifiry, which is an 
0 | ordinance of God appointed for that 
i- | end. So 1{rcel had a Law, and Prieſts 
togivethe ſence of it,. Malac. 2. 7; 
J and we have a precedent recorded, 
Nehens.. 8. 8. and'we think, that Pa- + 
pits meaning is, the people ſhould 
ek the ſence of Scripture at the 
ieſts lips, ſecing they allow theirs 
> have no Bibles. Bur what need 
hey make ſuch. ado about.this ? ara 
hey, or can they be-ignoranc, that 
Ithe great neceſſary truths. of the 
SEES : F.3 Goſpel: 
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Coſpel are ſer down ſo plainly in 
_ Scripture, as no man can mits of the 
true ſence, if he do bur read chem 
with deliberation ?- there 1s8no Tran« 
flacion but hath all theſe, and no 
manin his ſences can be ignorant of 
them, if he will but read che Bible, 
And thits is the love and kindneſs of 
God to us, to give us a plain and an 
eafie Rule, What though ſome thingy 
are: hard to exercite our diligence, 
yt al! che neceflary ſaving dodrine 
of Chritt is qpen and obvious to ſuch 
as arc will.ng to underfland and to 
uſe means for that'end. ' Thus God 
hath 'wriveen Laws, as men do for 
ſach as are concerned, and doththe 
Laws of God and man may be under- 
Rood by all, it chey witl do what is 
their duty in orderto it, There are 
Records of mens Laws, which we 
may call the O:iginals, and there are 
Stature-Books printed for men tec 
read, and know the Laws. Ani 
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tercer, Forir is juſtly and reaftn;- 
bly preſumed, that all that hive © 
mind,' may come to know the Laws 
ſo much-as concerts them. And ſo- 
may our people ( fay we) come to- 
know the Laws of God in Scriprure,. 
if they are willing to ic. Therefore- 
ſuch Queries about the ſence of $cri 
ture; &c, are no berter then 4 
bles. They 'that biſte themſelves ro - 
- trouble us with fuch captious Queſti- 
-0ns, misht do well 10 beftow cheir 
pains abour ſome othets, who- may 
- give thenrrhore thanks, then we can, 
- for cheir labour. ' I mean our unto- 
wardly people, who are ſome of them 
ſomerimegy tryed for cheir lives, being 
» Indicted wpon the Laws and Statuces 
of our Land. Let them prompt rheſe 
poor wretches to plead, that the Laws 
' af&' no Rule for them to walk by, 
ſeeing they never could read them, 
| nor perbapvever ſaw a Stature-Book;,.. 
nd they cannor b> ſure, the printed 
Stacuresare the ſame word for word * 
* wich the oricioal Records ; nor can - 
hey be-ſur2 whar is the ſence of the . 
Laws, for Lawyers are ſometimes + 
WITS -) F4. divided 
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( 132) 
divided 1n their opinions about It; 
O ! what a brave piece of ſervice this | 
would be counted by ſome, thus to |} 
make void all the Laws of the Land1 | © 
But the Laws of Ex9/avd muſt not be | * 
laid down upon ſuch pretences, and | © 
(we hope) the Laws of Godin Scrip. | |! 
cure ſhall not be made void upenno || "| 
better groynds. _ 1 C 
For our vulzar ; they have as many || © 
advantages to know the Rule of faith | 
in Scriprure; as they have to knowthe || * 
Laws.cf the Land, andnoſcher man 


y 
can ſay, or think. otherwiſe, - For as 
we have ſuch as-arc ſtudied and un- |} « 
derſtanding in the Laws of Exgland, | | 
ſo we have ſuch as are by office bound | | 
ro cauſe others to know the Laws of | 
.God. .. And thus hath God provided | ' 
in all ages of the Church, that bis peo- 
ple WaDnor periſh for lack of know- 
Iedee. True , the Prieſts may, as once 
they. did, LAelac, 2. 8, depart. out of 
the way, and cauſe many to tumble 
the. Law, And. when, it is. thus, ne 
- marvel if Tradition.in the, Church. be * 
not {0 1ofallible a witneſs of the faigh 
of Forefathers, ſeeing moſtly, ag. 
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the Piieſ, ſoare the people. How-- 
_ ever” this hath been Gods ordinary 
ro | way- for teaching his people, and 
1 | Gods Ordinance is not the worle for 
e | mans abuſe,. His Laws are plain and- 
d | <afiero be known by ſuch as are wil- 
). | ling, and will uſe means to learns 
o | them, becauſe he hath appointed 
Officers to teach the good knowledge 
y | Of bis wayes and wills, Hence We- 
hk | may juſtly ſay of theſe exceptions, 
> | thacchey-are ro-ſma'} purpo!e, and 
1 | whoever weichs the argument, wilb 
| | find it to (tcike almoſt dire&ly arthe 
. | dealings of God, in declaring and di(- 
| pevfing the knowledge of his will. 
| | For this is confeſſed, and cannot be 
* | reaſonably denied, char Scripture 
was penned by the Holy Ghoſt, not 
mthe ſeveral languages of all people, 
bic_in ewo only, which few: now- 
adayes in compariſon'do-underſiand. . 
Hence there is a neceſſity of rran(la- 
ing-and interpreting Scripture, and 
dr this purpoſe God bath given gifts - 
to men, and th:ſe gifrs weruſe as we = 
vohtrodo. What need our Adver- 
es. quatrel us about what we cats 
are FF. nor -: 
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net help 2 but we know what lies at | 
bortom; They.would fato have us go | di 
down to them. to (ſharpen our ſhares | 7/. 
and our coulters, &'c, which weare | hi 
not willing to-do, ſo long as we have | of 
Smiths enough at home to make us | of 
Swords and Spears, 

I Chall now conclude our anſwery, 
with that which we count the Pillar Ia: 
of our hopes, and (as 1 may ſay) the þ o 
Sure-footing of our faith in Scripture, | a' 
We do indeed make the Scriptures | n 
our only Rule, and believe that in | d 
them alone is preſcribed to us, what- | c 
ever God wauld have us to know and 

{ 


&q 1n ofder $o-our ſalvation. And in 
this our faich we own the Divine au- 
thority, whereof we ſee ſo many evi- 
dent tokens in the Scriptures cherg- 
ſelves. But yet we ſay, that as God 
only ig a competent witneſs of bim- 
ſelf ſpeakiog to ug in his Word, ſo 
his Word is never well rootedin our 
hearts, till ic be ſealed to us by the in 
ward Teſtimony of his Spirit, that 
Spirit which ſpake by che Prophets 
piercing our hearts, and perſwading 
us, that what God commanded hathy 


als. ou 
been faithfully delivered to us accor-- 
dingly. And this promiſe we bave, 
Iſa. 59-21.- not-his Word only, bur 
his Spirit: alfo to ſeal ic upon the ſoul : 
of every true believer. T6 this ſeal 
of the Spiric we owe all that acquie[- 
cency We have -in Scripture, For 
when we are therewith: enlightned 
and enlivened, we do no more trulk 
our own,. or others judgement, but 
are cartted up: aboye whatever is of- 
man, and ſo we Teſolve beyond all 
doubcings 2nd fears, that Scriprure is 
of. God alone. . Then we lcok no - 
more after proofs, of probabilices, -. 
bur ſubmit our reaſon and all we have - 
to that authority which, we dare not 
avy longer to deny, or diſpute, . Fot -- 
- | then we have an inward lively ſenſe - 
| | of God ſpeaking in Scripture, and - 
are effeually drawn -wittingly and 
willingly to ſubmit co our Maſter in 
- Heaven, $0: we account - ( as we 
hive reaſon ) that only co- be faith - 
unfeigned, ' which -God by-his Spirit . 
ſeals upon out hearts, in our hearing : 
\ and-reading the Scriptures. . 
|. Bur this may ſcem (range doArine: - 
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ro-fuch as know nothing of theſe: 
matcers" by expetience. Therefore 
1-ſhall diſcourſe ir a lictle, that I may |} n« 
(if poſſible ) make ic manifeſt even: Þ be 
ro-reaſon. 1n 
"The: queſtion between us and our 
Adverſaries is about the Rule of fairh,” I 
This faith: (it is granted): is' ſuch as} v 
leads us to our bliſs. Hence we'Pro- Ye 
teftants conclude, that this faith can- YC 
net be wrought in'us but by the Spirit | f 
F 
1 
t 
| 
| 


of God, which alone worketh all ſpi- 

ritual good, ' And this alſo, that the 
- . Spirit of God works it. (ordinatily at 
leaſt) by che Word, as its moſt pro- 
per infirument, Wal any put us-to- 
prove this ? ſurely they muſthave too 
much of the Atheiſt that queſtion it. 
For howwas all the world converted 
to the faith of Chrilt?. was it not by 
the preaching of Chriſts Word, and 
his Spirit opening their hearts to re-- 
ceive it-in-the power of it? did not | 
Chriſt and ;his Apoſiles open and ex- 
pound the OldTeftament toconfirm 
the truths of the Goſpel? Luks 24. 
27. Afts 26. 22, and did nor the | 
Spirit work that faich whereby chou-.7 


I (T27) 

ſands believed 'that truth ? 

- But this1s Scripture, and it muſt 
not be allowed (if our Adverſaries 
be judges) to'give evidence for us 
in this Caſe; 4320 
x We ſhall therefore require them 
 # co ſhew, what ſervice Tradition did- 
"| when Chriſt and his Apoſtles preach- 
| edrhe Goſpel, We hope, they: Ju k 

I Chriſt and his Apofiles) were aſſured 

$ ſome other way, that the Old Teſla» 
ment was the Word of God. And 
if.chzy made uſe-of It to: open the 
blind eyes,.wve may be excuſed for 
ſaying, that God works faith in man- 
by bis Word, as the moſt uſual Infirus | 
ment. And if this alſo be queſtioned, Cy 
ler Papiſts ſhew, how faith) which 
ſaves our ſouls, 1s, or can be wrought 
| by their Oral, or PraRtical Tradition. 
We know well, chat: children are apt 
enouzh to take up what they ſee, or 
hear their Progenitors doy-or ſay be- 
ore them, And ſo they commonly 
drofzſs the Relizion (whateverit be) \ 
Fwhich they find ready to their hands. 
Yea, it is with many, the greac argu-. 
ment for their Religion, that —_ 
WS. | 0ſes 
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Forefathere were ſo minded. Bur - 
what is all this tothe bhringiag us un-. 
to a ſound believing on our Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt, to the ſaving of our.ſouls? 
we believe Scripture to bethe Ward 
of God, becauſe it is the wicneſs Which 
God hath given of himſelf, | Nor do-+ 
we know any other way of receiving; 
any Teflimony, nor yur Adverſanes: 
neithier, ag we think. . We know ton, 
that a man-may believe the Seriptures 
to be the Word of -God, andyer be 
far enough from chat faich which will 
| bring bim-to bitthappineſs. The De-/ 
Mats 4. 6- vil (itts ſaid) cited-and urged Scrip- | 
rure, aaGods Word, though to a very 
bad purpoſe. Certainly. that fai 
which brings men to their happineſs, 
is ſomewhare more then a bare belief: 
of-Scripture-Truth; Ir is indeed a 
recewivg of Chrilt. cffered in the 
Premiſes, ſucb as cauſes us to account 
all but loſt and dung for Chrift, And' 
for this purpoſe, God ſhines 1n eur 
_ to x ve the light of the knaw- 
ran avriagdh; orb Four nang 
C bi, 2 Car. 4.6. | 
LO it almot amazeth us,: to x7 | 
£50 
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# of ſuch a faith wrought by Traditiep. 
ret ! hath God no Ward at all, or 
th he given no teſtimany nor wit- 
neſs of him{elf, and his will, befide S 
theceRimovy of men ? what need is þ 
there of Scripture if this ſtrange do- 
arine take place? For. ( ſay our 
Adverſaries) Tradition is the only 
' Rule: of faich, and it hath admirable 
Rrength by che ſupernatural aſſitances 
of the Holy Ghoſt. Nay further, we 
muſt be all Fanuwicks, if we hold to 
Scripture, and let go Tradition. But 
this needs no anſwer with thoſe who 
believe that God hath a Word of hig 
 ownto be a witneſs of his Will. And 
ſhall we be perſwaded, thac the Tefti- 
mony of -men is greater then that of 
God ? there may be. (we granr, and 
queſtion not ) ſome force of Tradi- 
tion for the deſcent of.che main bod 
of Chriſts do&rine. But what is ths 
to the purpoſe, unleſs it be proved, 
that the Teſtimony of men is the 
power of Gadto ſalvation, whiles by 
it, and not by. hig Word, he brings 
| men to believe? Alas! what faich 
do out Adverſaries count upon ! = 
I | 0 
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'  Dothey dream of being ſaved ons 
>” ly 'by ac certainperſwafion, tharthe 
Es doarine pf Chriſt is a truth, and no' 
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he 2" If they do, letthem keep their' 
alth ro themſelves, We count upon 
ſomewhat elſe, which ( we are ſure) 
can never bz efteQually wrought in- 
us but by the Word, and Spuir of 
God. And yer we do: not yield to 
chem, that we can be no other way 
aſcertained ofthe dorine of Chrilt 
as true, then by Tradicion, For ve 
believe the Teſtimony of God ſpeak- 
Ing rous in Scripture, andſhall (1 
| hope) while we live, account of it 
more.chen Tradition, or any Tefli- 
mony of men. | 
I ſhalt now add ſomewhat 2:5 an 
Anſwetin general to all; and every 
one of the former Exceptions, or a» 
ny others of the ſame, or like kind, 
'We ſiy, that there 1s one onely 
Rule of Faith and manners, and that: 
is the Divine truth; or the DoErine 
of Chriſt, which 1s ſummed up into! 
theſe rwo general heads, viz. Faith' 
and Obedience, ot faich' and bolineſs, j 
according to what God hath decle-.! 
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red, as his mindand will, What he 
_ we arE to believe;and when 
commands we are 'to' obey. And 
in doth we fulfill the will of God, and 
walk in-the ways of eternal life, This 
Divine cruth: we never found any 
where, bur in the Scripture, andif 
our adverſaries have made any other 
diſcovery, we think ic their duty, ro 
acquaint us with 1t, © That the Son 
of God was made man, died; and 
toſe again, &c, for our redemption, 
all Chrictians acknowledge ;* as alſo, 
that all who hope. for ſalvation 
by Chriſt Jeſus muſt denyall angod- + 
- lineſs and worldly luſts; and live ſ6. 
berly, rigbteoufly and godly in this 
preſent world, And this to know 
and do, iserernal life, and if ourat- 
verſaries, orany before them, 'evef 
knew thisdoQrine otherwiſe then by 
Scripture”, we are Willing to learn. 
or theis Tradirions ( asthey fignt-- 
ie Res traditas) weave nothing to 
do wich: them. For the queſtion put 
40: us, ' is only this, : bow we are, or 
zan be aſcertained of Scripture, 'that 
hath delivered over to us the Do- 
WAS. - Aiire 
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(132) 
arine of Chriſt ? and this queſtion 
drawn out into many and ſeveral} 
Queries, we:have anſwered already, 
and now give this as an anſwer to all #/ 
of irhem orany che like, And thigf # 
wedo, not for the {ſake of ſuch asare 
more. knowing, and bzrcer grounded} » 
in the faith, -but only forthe bene-J| v 
fic of poor ſouls, whothrough want} © 
.and'weakneſs of underftanding, may} © 

I 
1 
| 
| 


- be puzzled with ſuch queſtions. - 
| Now to theſe we ſay again, - that 
hold nothing for a Role. of faith} 

ut the. Divinetcucb,. which teaches] 
the way of falvation by Chrin.: For 

Originals, or. tranſlacions of Scrip- 
ture, we know there-was a time, 
when there | was neicher of them; 
And yet there was ever, 'fince God 
bed a_ Church: upon earth, arevelis 
tion-of the. dodtrine of Chriſt, Hence 
this Do&rine muſtbe the Rule, un- 
leſs we will ſay rhe people of God 
had- no Rule of faith-for two tho 
ſand years, and: more. 'For wh 
ever Cod reveals'as his mind, that 
we mult heedto believe, - and obey 


There may be a difference, andlhath 
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(132) 
te:n in the manner of Revelations 


5N 
al but the Divine truth revealed was 
y,f alwaies the ſame, wiz. Jeſus. Chrift 


My the ſame yeſterday, to day, and for 
ef ever. Heb. 13.8, There 35 no other 
refl name given wander Heaven , whereby 
dj wen can be ſaved, AR, 4. 12. This 
2-| we believe, as all Gods people have 
rf done from the beginning, and this 
vj doctrine of Chriſt ( which we find 
no where but in'the holy Scriptures.) 
is the Rule, and Law, and founda- 
' tion of our faith, So the Rule us, 
and hath been always. che: ſame; 
though the way and manner of reves- 
ling x -bath been various, according 
to, the wil and pleaſure of God, and 
thatat farſt more obſcure, and after 
more and more clear, till che-Sun 
of righteouſneſs aroſe, And of this 
doctrine revealed no Chriſtian ( we 
ſuppoſe ) hath ever made queſtion, 
&. What need is there then of ſuch cap- 
tious Queries about the Originals and 
Tranſlations ? or about the letrer 
* and- ſence 'of Scripture ? We are 
ſure, that all Originals and Tranſla- 
tions offer and bald forth the do- 
37+. arine 


h " RN. Mey 
I IG mb 
| 4,0 : » "© Wu 

+ £8 , "Ig. 
* = 
£ . Wh mY" 
p 


Le < $, *., . P 
4 © 


5 > MI > 


tad. I x 


* -f 


, RT 


, _ (134) 

, &rine of Chriſt, and whatever the 

b: 5 Terrer be, this is the ſence, that Chriſt 

4 is the only ſfalvatiqn of God. 
And 1s there indeed no way of 
aſſuring this to us, but Tradicion, or 
the Churches Teſtimony, as it hath 
been givenin all ages ? This (as hath 
deen ſaid) is to confirm the Tcftimo- 
ny of God, by that of men, Andif'} 
our Faith be grounded only on the 
Tranſlation, (Engliſh, or other ) 
our foundation is the knowledge, 
kill, and faichfulneſs of men, and 
chey that cannot read ( as ſome, we 
zre ſure, cannot ) muſt have no foun= 
dation atalf. But he that hath the 
truth of God concerning the ſalvati- 
on of men by Jeſus Chrit, whether 
im the Originals, or Tranſlations, or 
whereſoever, hath a ſure foundation, 
viz, the unchangeable counſel of 
God which never fails, As for the 
Tranflations, or che Otiginals ; 
though the truth of God contained | 
in-them-be the Rule, yer neicher of 
them'is'any-part of it, For they are 

. ohly' means to conveigh and deliver , 
over to men the Divine trut ck. 
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| (495) 
is the only Rule. And this wehay® 
(1 ay again) in all Originals and 
Tranſlations ; and whatever ſences 
have been made of Scripture by any, 
all agree nnanimouſly inthe doarine 
of ſalvation by Chriſt, What need 
we then be queſtioned abour that, 
which no Chriſtian ever made Que- 


\ ion of? If there be any ſuch as 


doubt, whether men are ſaved by 
Chriſt only, or whether they who are 
ſaved by bum, muſt walk in love, and 
ſhew their Jove by keeping . his Com» 
mandments, we deſire to have no- 
thing to de with them, as notdeſer= 
ving the name of Chrifians, And 
whether we can be aſſured of this do- 
arine in no other way then by Tradi- 
tion, I ſhall now leave to be judged 
by ſuch as will imparrially weigh whac 
hath been ſaid. 
I have now done arguing and an- 
fwering, and ſhall only adviſe ſuch, 
Sare by their profeſſion Proteſtants, 
that they would ſeriouſly bethink 


themſelves, bow they may hold faſt 


J be' profeſſion of their faith, without 
Waverins, unto-the-cnd. 


Pa. © bi 4 
The advice Ioffer them, is, — | 
1. That chey labour mucb, and; 

earneſtly 'to underſtand the mind 

and meaning of God in his wricten, 

Word. And good reaſon there is 

for it: Gods Wotd is his laſt- Witl 

and Teſtament, by which alone we: 
come to know , -- what Inheritance: 
there is laid up for us-in Heaven, and. 
what Legacies he hath bequeath'd us: 
for our livelihood and ſubliſtence to. 
all Ecernity. Scripture is (as I may 
calf it) rhe Charter by which we have 
and hold all the Liberries and Privi- 

tedves whichare freely confert*d and” 
beſtowed on us, by the grace of our 

Lord Jeſns Chritt; as alſo, all the 

Laws and Orders we are bound to ob-. 

ſerve, aswe ate Citizens of the New 

and Heavenly Jeruſalem. What 
ſhould Chfiftians then do other, them 
read over their Fathers Will, and ' 

fudy exaRtly inevery particular whar j 

concerns them in order to thei 

everlaſting happineſs. The Letter, 
and the fence, the Hiſtory, and the ih 
myfterie, every part and patticle 
ſhould be in our hearty andy eads, 
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Iſo as we may have them ( as we fay ) 
Ia our fingers ends. 
Lf Kany ask, How ſhall this be? 1 
1 Jinſwer, That 1 intend no direfion 
$ to thoſe who know betrer then my 
UIfelf, what is to be done for that end, 
t nor yer for thoſe 'who are more 
e Fknoming, or of berter eftares and abi- 
| Jlicies. For theſe bave many and great 
$ Jidvantages to underftand the Scrip- 
) Frures, by improving the labours of 
f Ithoſe learned oneg that have made ic 
+ Ftheir work and buſineſs ro clear the 
« {more obſcure and difficult paſſages in 
I 'Jthem. My only atm is, to helpthoſe 
r Jpoor ſouls, who want the help of lac- 
2 Joer Commentaries, Annotations, or 
- IParaphraſes, &c. and have no means 
p Jto procure them, or if they had, are 
r no wiy capacitaced to uſe them; T 
4 Imean'ſuch' as can hardly read our - 
| JEnolifh Bibles, andothers (roo ma- 
: Wy) who cannot do fo much. For 
e, as well as others, are. coll- 
rm cocnquireafrer the knowledge 
Sf Gods will in his Word, and theſe 
ie therefore to read it, or hear it 
itothem, inſuch a manner, asto 
+, "FH under- 
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underſtand what they read and hear, | o 
* Andthis (Iam confident) chey may | L 
be enabled to do in ſome good mea- | fr 
ſure, by following the direAtions en- | g 
ſuing, 01 
1, Let them be firſt, and moſt in | w 
ftudying thoſe Scriptures, which are | jc 
laineſt, and maſt eafie to.be under- | e 
Rood ; viz, The New Teſtament, | Q 
wherein the Evangeliſts and Apoſtles | yt 
ſpeak to them, as co children, eaſily | hi 
and plainly, in all points of faich and i} 
manners, whiles they declare more; et: 
familiarly, according, to the diſpens- | n: 
ſation of Goſpel-times, bow all the i 
| P:ophecies and Promiſes of the QldJ at 
\ Teſtament concerning Chriſt, and bis] T 
Kippdom, are accompliſhed and ful-IÞ 
filled. coa.cierle, ſo as. chere ig-co be tt 
expecd ny other manifeſtation, till] a1 
his coming to j:dge. all the world inf 
Tishreouſneſs. - The, Old Teſtament 
(which ſhews what were the diſpenſagd 
tions 6f Gods grace-towards his pec 
Flz, till Chrifts coming in the fleth: 
muſt alſo be read in..itsorder, anc 
heeded too, if there were' no oth 
reaſon, for this, that we maybe> 
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. | more confirm'd in the faich of our 
y | Lord Jeſus Chrig, ſeeing he only 
- | from the beginning hath been pro» 
- | miſed and offered to mankind, as the 
only name under Heaven whereby 
n | we muſt be ſaved, For this is eafie 
© ] 10 be ſeen by all, who will open their 
- | eyes, Thar all the Hiſtories of the 
, | Old Teſtamenc, the Books of Moſes, 
s [and all che Laws and Ordinances, by 
y | his hand delivered. to 7ſ-ael, as alſo 
d | the Pſalms, and all che Prophets in 
re | every leaf and line of them, ſpeak, 
1- | n0;hing but Chriſt , and the” great 
e | things of God to be accompliſhed in 
d] and by him, unto the end of all things, 
1s] They muſt therefore read both, com- 
paring the one with th other, ſo as 
to obſerve, how all that was forerold 
and promiſed, is fulfilled.and pers 
formed 1D theſe laſt dayes, - + -._ 

I. 21ly. Jo. ceadiong, both the Oldand 
New Teſtament, let them rake moſt 
price of thoſe places and paſlages, 
Faich mor: plainly and fully lay be- 
dre them the main points and Arti- 
gles of the Chriſtian Faith, ſuch as 
& may call the Pillars of the Chri- 


+. T0) 
Fidn Church, buile-upon the only 
foundition Jeſus-Chriftt. And thoſe 
1 ſhalt reduce to theſe thtee- or four 
Heads. - RES 
:, The Fall of all Mankind, with 
the wofull *extreme- corruption, and 
depravation of our nature ſo perver- f ' 
ted, -#s we 'are of our ſelves inevery}j 
rhing contrary to Ged, and his will, J 
Enemies ' ro ail thar is £o0d,; and 1n- I 
Clin'd'ro nothing bur evil. Jes 
''. 2,- The only all-ſufficient remedy 
Þrepar'd for that malady, which way 
in'ic ſelf deſperate, and palt all cure, | 
St hope, viz, The fullnzſs of Chrit] 
mighty to ſave, and the way of faich 
in applying him to our ſelves, for the 
patdon of all fin by his fatisfaRtion 
and merir, and the purging of it by 
the efficacy of his grace and. ſpirit, 
+3. The many and great obligations 
laid upon us by chat grace, which bath | 
appeared, and bringeth ſalvationz 
codeniy all ungodlineſs, and worlk 
luſts, and co live ſoberly, righteoullyilu 
andgodly in this preſent world, ſo ro 
anſwer the condition'of the Goſpebi# 
Covenant in ſerving him;who 1s of 
-only Redeemer, * _. ii4« Th 
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(149) | 
::Theprovidences obe{badl,. Gl- | 


ly 

ſe roam inall cetr:yayes 

ur} 'hEre"4l abqpart omar the 
Croviicer rizhtequſnefs /laid-up ifor 


th | <them'\in Heaven { when: they /(hall 
1d | ©have-ret* our -thenr'race;'22o neceive 
r= | "hSeridof icheibifaichs - itch co! gfe 

ry | ->: Noverieican-took inro'Scrigeiue, 
1, | and nociſce/all theſe clirly ptieſon- 
1. | *retfto big view ? Borwhat o-plainto 


- | *bereatl there, ax Gods merey-through 
jj | _rdevmnaric-of-orh+Dort!Jeſus Ebcikt, 
29 \forrthe re of \faln Man: \ouriof 


e, | fin and miſery, and the duty: unto 
0h -whielf! he !is:0blig\d. upon” that ac- | 
<1] <counr?2 What need any.be.troubled 
e | + 1+ Horipiures \ difficulty? Can. any 
n | 402d; drchearahefe read asithe pare 
7 | *thereFerdown) indanake ce aniver | 
_*pplich the: Bunueh} made ro Rba/ep, AR 3. 315 
-whing Him, If hevundetfiood what | 
- -he read? And whois there that un- 
\ "dbmtinide-and believer chbſe\tþings 
$3011 this hearr,>chvat thadl got: be, 
| 776 cKahlsciuy of Qhrifl? Heceithqn 
)  owrarehe) dergbicn Hbounrobe 
þ#-zootediund grounded oe _ 
get _ ola de: 15110gs, 
by "Hh which 


"2; Uit i 


Y & 
4 


"Thaw 
which may-.aun:ard ited in 

" *Sprj brag erg be oi 
Fy tecehem __— apt" Yer 
isit:rot my-mind; they ſhould never 
[look” furcher,-' ] -would! only; have 


"ſure Cmmperion; and'then. 
citiby nating. a moterfiri&lnquirhe ia- 
-toall; ae 17 ah Particle of it; iſa 
.Col. 2, 24their haurts may be comforted; : being 
| knit together im. tous: and nw. Al 
, Ticheg of rhe Mags oat earch 
(finding, to theo ackrawiedgmient af 
| othe ref God, pes 14s 4h 
” Col. 1, o nd of: Chriſt. Ori:(a8ithe ſane A- 
_ "—_ " poſtke hath it.) To be filled with the 
knowledge of bus will an oo 
 wni{ ſyiruuel uwder ſtanding, that they 
: 1947 walk; worthy. of bs ealings t0 alt 
 pleaſingy bring fra full in every gaad 
1#ark.,-ard- increaſing 5# the Ani 
lrigeof God. ©: 
| 3ly- Lec cheat reads ;andlinnds- 
Kor: trop oprine and, gn 
Mm 
- wich foe yre-at 7; ro: any 
-RNood. For ſome, yea many 5; 
in. n.Scripnden 10 arar 
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- them. begin with: theſe, and iq/1ey'a 
builtupon 
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- Ung39 
nj notvpori that accognrt no. Rule [of- 
- | Faith to'the meanclt-Chriftiang) and! 
ti of h@&lowefifform in Chnlts Sthool.,. 
tf Yes we are: jolly confident: torichals 
© | hnetouf Adverſarits; and purthett 
2] to'nattie' one Atntdle of our  Falthy 
af which che/Scripture tcagheth nqr as 
painly; wrany man'ican'wih;. or as 
they \rhetafelves- c4adevile to ſpeale 
ir/":Now<theſe being: ſq :cabily 110 - 
derftqod'ar firſt! fight without an In- 
rErprecer; *our ofren reading - thent- 
(in'fo'many. places repeateso) ſerves, 
2'to help ourrmemoricsy and |con- 
firm vs:thEmore 101our beliefs: ſo 6” 
quicken upthe nio;e'ro our duty, -in- 
walking more ariſwerably unto thoſe- 
rear things of God. | But there is 
omemwharimore in ity. apd thistchey 
ſhall 'ktnow! char will be: at-pains to: 
make i tryalj: chat-ofren reading. of: 
theſe. is 2 (in2ular help rounderitand 
J thoſe which are'more; hard to be un-' 
$f derſtoo9d. For what is ſomewhere ſpo- 
FF ken more obfcurelygis in othter-places 
I ſpoken more plainly; and the plain 
# places, welt remembred, will be as 
8a Commentaric upan the more dark, 
= G 3 and 
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( 149) 
and difficult; And: far-this purpoſes 
lemthe confidered;: that Sexipture: is 
ditiedieco.nane fo much{a2st0!theſts 
whore: graatefk Rrangers:'a iy agg 
ſeidonemkea Bible into-their-hangs! 


co/ireaqtÞin 'ic with /any- attention,; 


wihgzreas many (and -1-with chete; 
werp more)iwbo:can:only jeadiir, 
aindgſoſuch {mail helps, -as:God mis; 
nifters.tovrhemy' whiledheyareicons! 
ciohable ir what is: therr duty , ' are; 
ablsito- prove;, and: juftific rhe main: 
groitas.; ead articles of, gheir fauh 
cuOaf ithe wordoſ:Got againk any, 
rha0 iqotfiion themy - Whatiif: ſome 
wines 'be cificolt;cfo long; as theſe 
widely -are; abſctueets necrifsy. he: 
Plain; ignt eaſy. ?ca are-nobibound: 
oothe' fame deyron, and: meaſnteof: 
Javwtedgey ant his (1 hope)! nd; 
ſober tnamuattquefldon}: 1-am now! 


> 


4 oo oo. 'ww coo oh wo im tag DD 2a of 


perſwading thoſe of the;meanet, and. 


Ioweft ranck':mo ftudy what! E fayf. 


%imJ hey may iufficiendy under 


45g . 
fand; thowhi theſÞ:haveo none 197} 


vide eHem;.* Avid ter rhom beftilh 
pteffing/ forwardandpry Ingy furthet, 


to diſcover agus; 28 may be-ſeens | 
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(145) 
and known. Forwhy hath God re- 
s | veal'd his will, buc that we ſhould ac- | 
to | quaintour ſelves with 1t?. Let:theword Cel, 3,16; 
& | of Chriſt dwell in you richly, &c, 10. 
ls | plentifully, abundantly: - He means, 
| It (hould no: lodge as @ firanger for 
e; | 4 nighr, bur abide with them, and 
.. | they rogive ic rich and liberal enter- 
« | tainmenc, and make it theit familiar, 
+; | by frequent reading, bearing, medi- 

ating upon, and conferring about 

the Scriptures. And they who rake 
this courſe, -\vill ſoon find by experi- 
ence, the improvement made by ir. 
The' often reviewing of any thing 

(as-all men know) is a great help 

to ſee morein i, then ever we ſaw 

before. Now Scripture deſerves (as 

I way ſay ) to be much and often- 

lookr: upon, if it were only for this, 

char it isthe Word of the great God. 
| Bur there is ſomewhat elſe 7 Scrip- 
- ture reſembles irs Author in this, that 
- as he is unſearchable, never ro be 
- known by any of his Creatures, ot 
all of them, 'as he is in himſelf, fo 
neither can it bs ſoughr into ſo far, 
* as there will nor ill remain ſome- 
ths G 4 thing 
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| (146) 

thing chat requireg.a further ſearch 
He that' digs the deepeſt into-this 
Mine, ſhall ever find new veins, ſuch 
as were never diſcover'd before, yea, 
and when we have made the utmoſt 
ſearch, the wiſeſt of us muſt leave the 
world , ſigning ſome Texts with a 
Nen l;quet ; In theſe we could nevet 
be reſoly'd, Men have been in the 


, _ Miſcoveries of Natures mytieries ever 


ſince the Creation, and yer there is 
much that needs a furcher enquiry, 
yea ſomewhat ( if not very much ) 
that will never ( I doubt ) be found 
out by any, But however it be.in 
Natute; we may reaſonably con- 
_ cetre, that in ſupernatural Revelati- 
ons, we can never firetch our ſelves 
ſo far, asro reach the utmoſt, All 
that is neceſſity to. be known in or- 
der to our ſalvation, is exfie enough 
co ſuch as are willing to underſtand, 
and therefore ignorance can be no 
excuſe. Bur all things in Scripture 
are not of the like, neceſſity, and 
. therefore we may think ( 1 hope) 
Withcut prejudice , 'that . as Gods 
Spirit back written ſome things more 
| darkly 


eg 
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darkly 'to exerciſc/our oe, ht” 
is | be hath wifitten ſome! alforobumble- 
> | 1s, 4nd make 'us kiowywure felves-! | 
And what of all this >}Soripeuceis fit: 


16 | a/plainy 4nd:complederRete; firefor: 
i. | abyrhiarwiltihake ufe of ix/evenuch 
; | 25 cati only read it, and cheiraeades 
-; | ing ic will hetp chem'tco underſtand: 


'« | <nough, ifthey be ſerious, and mcen>. 
» | tive in it, thoughÞwould have: rhemy 
s | PepleRt nootherrmeansofferfithems;: 
, | v%z, Medicacion, Conferencez2&c.” 
) And unto all, ler themadde fervent: 
f +, pl never opeting/ithe Bible+ - 
\ | without puttiag up toGodtharwhich- 
wes Davidrtear vequelt;'Pifa/i' 119. 
18, Lord ojen thou mine eyes, that. 
| Pray bibol#' wondrous things ont of - 
| thy. Law, | : WITS | 

4ly. Ler them not bring'theit own' 
ſence to 'Scriprure ;ibur'ferch the 
ſence of ic from out:of irfelf; bra 
cauſe © ( as one faith) ths Divine 
Soripture contains the wholeand firns 
Rule of Fauh, and ſv its authority 
must WAY Hd'To take up thar which it 
Feb dowiny and riahango elſe. > They 
takea wreng: coarſe therefore, who | 
o_ G5. farſt - 


La 
- * i 
” U A w- ” a ce 


1d; Aholeta by 4:1B46dcx tO) make; 
Ghxba:lyan, w wreting big Wordto: 
jalifis-and avouch--the, groundleſy 
conceus and fancies of :ntens decei-: 
vedhbearts;i \Lha.anly; ugbt, way £6: 
know! :Hthe: Hence - an}: / meaning] of- 
| Scripture in any Joubeful Caſey 15 £0- 
. bringheares as: pute as Whice paper; 
- apbtd receive; and-reft inthe deter- 
minations of -if,. whatgyer:: they: be, 
choughigever\ ſo RAO r 
fi oF - «14 "Ws ar 
| 54r"Fh But wharſhall wade " know, 
the 'rrus and rizhe determination, ay; 
Seripruce wives it; eſpecially when 
many, aq knowing 8s-our felves, - 6p 
BOr agree abbutie? (7. k 31 
v4\So[3 1: Tt isaltdpetbor impoibble 
for'ſome-'men to underſtand aright 
the"tmind of God in. Scriptiite,'bc® 
cauſe chey.enquire. afcer.. ww, (with,,a 
mind reſolvidtahold what they haye, 
onbe = taker up planes bes ;Sych; 


are 
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ac6: all chatiarei wiſe in their own 


eyes, and wifull inchett own-wayes:. 
wedded to their wills, and abandon'd 


to-theic filthy -and- fleſhly Intereſts. 


Such as theſe are conſtant- and ordi- 
nary-in works and 'wayes of ungodlt- 
neſs. and unrighteouſnefs,,. notwith- 
ſtanding, Scripture-commands are ſo 
expreſly and clearly againſt them. 
What can be:more pla, then the 
6th. 7th. 8th, and gth, Command- 
ments; and yet how many make a 
con{tant trade\{as I may ſay). of un- 
cleaneſs and cruelty, oppreſſion, de- 


- celt and falſhood ?- Theſe mighreafi» 


ly know Gods mind, if they had x 
mind to- it. But they are. Rebels. 
againſt the: lighr; reſolv'dto ſerve 
their luſts, and have- their wills, 
whatever Gol hath aid to the con- © 
trary. Andrtill cheſe' come: to. be cE. 
another mind, I am ſure, they'can 
never underſtand rhe mind'of Godin 
his-Word, as he intendedir. -. -: 

2.' To be reſoly'd aright jn all 
praQical Queftions and” Caſes, we 


muſt _firlt reſalve-ro renounce: and 


abandon our own wills-and : affeAi- 


( "$02" IH 5 Sy "4 
ons,” our luſt and- intereſts, 28 the 
Apoſtlesadviſe, Fac: r.22, 1 Per.2.1. 
No paper-thars' beſmear'd, or blor- 
red, can be good'to write upon: || fe 
The uxlearned and wnſtable- (ſuch as || I 
all are, who are ſwayed by their own || þ 
laſts) mil pervert all Scripture to' || v 
the:r own deſtruit.on, as the Apoſtle | t 
hathvit, 2 Per. 3. 16. f 
Qs. But what muſt there be ? a 
Sel. An honeſt upright heart, diſ- | 1 
pos'd and reſoly'd to do all the wills | « 
of God, unto whoſe qbedience it 1s | 1 
| 

| 

| 


| ſubdued by the power of his grace 
x Pet.2, 2. and ſpirit. New born babes dere 
Rac, 1*.ty feed on that which bred them : 
Now by:the- word of Truth they: 
: were begotten; anJ chat the Afoftle 
"Reynaly Prerer calls milk, exhortivg Chriſtie 
« infs. +08, after they are new born, ro de- 
de i fire it, as little Infants do milk, to 
np[.citas, grow thereby. And leſt they mighe 
kc prois- think he 'meant, they ſhould be al- 
8114, wayes children, he calls it * reaſena- 
A 3 ble ſincere milk, to ſhew, they 
wrepzs, ſhould be in underſtanding men, as | 
balyinin Well as in malice children, An ho- . 
| ?N heart can never miſs the mark, 
b:cauſc 


= 
Fa £ . 
56d ad. 4 . 
- A 't Fd T- 
_ 4 Ms 
n Far) _ . * : Py 


"o £5. hh 
becauſe it aims ar nothing bit” co 
know, and do the will of God : 'For* 

- | ſuch 8 one hath the yon 'of God 
for his ſecarity, The ſecret of the 
Lord s with ib that fear bind. ah = 
he will foew them bis Covenant : And 
veil. 12. Him ſh.ll h#trach in the way 
that he ſhall chuſe. Letnone there- 
fore that are truly honeſt, and ſound 
at heart,fear or doubt leſt they ſhould 
miſtake their way, ſo long as God nn- 
dertakesto becheir guide, The Wo: d' 
is, as God himſelf, a lighr, and often Pſal x9; 
ſocalled ; and how can he go aſtray, - 7 $+ 
that hath God and his Word to lead = 
him ? Yea, the entrance of thy words Pial. 119, 
« light, it giveth underſtanding unto 3% 
the ſimple, faith the Pſalmit. Even 
the veri:t Idiots may here learn ar' | 
firt fghr, what the wiſeſt of the- ' 
world without grace will never attain-+ | 
unto. And what if fuch poor fouls*- 
ſhould never underfiand aH Scrip- 
ture-Paſlages, ſo as to ſatisfi: rhem- 
ſelves about the true ſence and 
meaning "of them ! Surely there's | 
no' hutt, nor hazard; ſo long ag DL 
they are-ſure-ro be- taught of God 
| in 


by al. 5. . 0 4% 


Mat, 13. 


I2, 


(152), 


in. boy the 'concerameits of thoix 


ſouls. 

To cloſe up this;, Read (I (ay) 
with an intention and reſolution to 
practice all-cthat appears to be duty, 


-remembet' well. thoſe; words of | 
Qur Saviour, Job, 7. 17. If any man 


will co his will, be ſhall know of the 
deftrine Md 2” wag. it be of Ged. For to 


him thag bath, ( 1,.e. thac improves 


what: he hath. ) ſhall more - be giver, 
and he ſhall have abundance. And 


thys (as one ſaich.) they want no gifts. 


for underſtanding the Text, that bav-, 
and nſe the Text-it ſelf, in that all 
E xpo{ution-is to be fetched out of it. 


I ſhall adde tro the foregoipg Dl1-. 


re&ion this one word, v:z., Thar chey 
who- arehoneſ}, be alſo bumble, be- 
cauſe to ſuch only i is the promiſe of 
grace: made, Jac. 4.6, 1 Pet..5. 5. 
The meek will be guide 1n' judgement, 
and the mech will be 1e:ch hus way, 
Pal: 25. g. Hethatis wiſe in hisown 
Concetr,, cannot - hope to: be wiſer 
through the reachings of the Spirit, 
becaule God refiteth the proud, or 


cv.3 34 by ſcorneth the ſcormrs, He 1s not 


with 


. 
n 
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ich them, bur, again them, and; is 
ſo tar from.giving them; more, as; he 
takes: away | from them, cven thacr 
which chey have. | 

- zly., Lec.cheir, delight be.in Gods, 


| Word, co. meditate and, mule. often 


and. {e#oufy upon what they have 
read and heard. This was Davids 
conſtant praice,. as is: to be ſeen 


by bis profefſing it. ſq; often in the 


Hero an Bids 
al. 1, 2-\ he gives ity 


Ims... And. ? 


as.the charaer- of a Bleſſed man, 
and one that's truly godly, Who. 
ever delights.in any thing, cannor 
but ofren, think of If, yea, and take, 
any,occahion. that's. offered, to ſpeak. 
of ,1t,i becauſe his heart 1s full of 1c, 
And this often thinking, and ſpeak- 
ing..of the Ward, cauſes us: both to 
underſtand ir, and alſo. to be more 
affetdyrich it. , Reading, and hear- 
ing, 18.25 takipg in meat; Meditat- 
an, is, as concoction. and digeſtion, 
without which we ſhall never grow, 
or gather ſtrenzth. : There are many 
that, read the Scripture, .and can dif- 


courſe of.jr,, 38 b21ng no ſtrangers co 
It3, and yer they.are great [trangers, 
| to 


cauſe ir is not in their hearts, to love 
anddelight inic, as David did. They 
have a conceirt "of ir, as ſomeWhar 


wotthy of fone diſcourſe now 'ahd 


they, when chey have little gle to 
do, or Wheh company, or Wie acci- 
denr oves them an occafion. But 


Daw, foaffetedglwayes, as to fay, 


a profeſſed Chriſtian 5, be as 


Pſal, 119. O how tout I rhy law {.' It wy me 
97+ tation all the day. "And avain'; "Thy | 


word have 1 bid i is mine beart, that 
might not ſin againſt thee, So the 


Word, thus hid, and laid up in'the- 
hearr, would be at bowie, alwayegart' 
hand ro anſWer thoſe bad neighbours' 
chat will be alwayes about our r doots, 


to creep in, whenever there is an op- 
portunity, yea and thruft them our, 


when they are-utgenr, as troubleſom, 


unwelcom enefts, and ſhut che door 
upon them, - So much 1s clearly im- 
plied in the place next abovecited, 

The Word inthe hearr, as ina place 
of conſtant, refdence, 'is x Barricadb 
aoain(t all rhe affaulcs aftd infinuati- 
ons of fio, and Satan ;- and* 0ur Savi-- 
our 


(1 54) 
rot all the-while. - "Alt why 3 Be-" 


* oo oe. os as ad on. MT Ss 


\ (r55 ) 
our gave a-ſufficient proof and.expe- 
riment of it, when he was tempted of 
the Devil, Mar. 4. Search the Word 
thereſore, ſo as to ver it-into thy 
heart, that it may lodge there; tobe 
2s a guard about thee, and whoever 
reads, or hears It with any other 1n« 


tention, I darewarrant him, ſhall ne- 


verth-1v2 in his ſoul by ir: He may 
perhaps know much of the letrer, 
and ſence-alſo, and be able to argue 
from it, ſo as to puzzle others abour 
ſome difficult paſſages in it, ba will 


never know any thing of it, ſo as he 


ought to know, For God hath given 
us his Word, as 2 choice J: wel, wor- 
thy of the beſt Cabinet we can find ro 
lay it In, vis, The ſecret of our 
hearts, or the inmoſt cloſer of our 
ſouls, Our - outward ſenſes, our 
tonguts, our underſlandings, our 
memories will give no entertair- 
ment to- ſuch a gueſt as the Word, 
which ſaich as God hrmſelf, Give me 
thy heart, there*s nothing elſe mill core 
t ut me, There's never 2 room be- 
ſides in our houſes, where the Devil 
hith not a through-fare :- Only the 
treare 


(156) 
heart fill'd-and fenc'd with. the Word 
laid uPin. ic, is an impre2nable Fort, 
which/Satan may aſſault, but can ne- 
ver enter. * - - | 

Gly... Let. them Audy the Scrip» 
tuzes, and their own hearts together, 
ſo as to obſerve, how they ſuit one 
with-the other, and how they claſh, 
or accord, together, Scripture 1s 
(we. ſay) the only Rule, nor of faith 


only, byr of manners-alſo,-and by ir 


alone we are to-cxamine and try all 
the workings of our Whole man, bo- 
dies.and ſouls, our thoughts and fan» 
cies, our affeions, purpoſes, and re» 
ſolugians; / Whatever we deſign, or 
take in band, all muſt be done by 
Rule; and there's no other Rule ap- 
pointed of God for the regulating of 
our wayecs and walkings, but his writ- 
ten Word, . Letusthendo as Work- 
men, that have their Square, ot 
ſome other Rule alwayes, by them, 
andever and anon are meaſuringand 
examining how their work anſwers, 
and agrees. \\Ith it,” Now our work; 
in order toour Eternity; heing of in- 
finicely mare conſequence, we have 
more 


. (157) 
more. need. to be alwayes. meaſuring, 
that ve ga not ond or os the 
Inq. This..do.,,.cherefore when you 
4 af Scripture, vik. xpply 
s:t0;the frame of your ſpirits, and the 
courſe of your: lives, . by a ſerious 
>(tioning_your. conſciences, as in 
OE: of God, to this purpoſe, 
or fomerybar like, viz... Did 1 this 
os, that according to this Rule? Did 
qoonlyſe od, and his. Word, when 
undertook ſuch a. buſineſy? Is the 
[ am now14n, anſwerable to Whac 


rn 


God bath, commanded? Do nor I 
f-Y a deendeunderraing claſh 


wuhſome.Commandment ar other? 
Q,! .thac ſo 'mzny looſe and, vigous 
perſons asare now: adayes, would be 
perſuaded to, fir down, and ſeriqully . 
que/}pn; cbemſclves, wherher'thei 
uncleanneſs; exceſs, revellings and 
riocings, curſed O:ths. and bliſphe- 
mics, and.many other borrid Impie- 
ties, be agreeable to the Rule of Gods 
Word .Bur'L mult ler them alone, 
ing leave-themm cl the time come, 
when-chey'lz be made to know, that 
Gods Word is. ſuch 2 Rule, 'as will 
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# 02585 | 
over-rule, yea and run themdown[4s 
ſo as they ſhall never riſe -more't$ (1 
contradidt it,' as nowthey do. Fort 
ſuch as ate more civil and ſobery ſo|.(! 
as to read the Scripturs ſomerimer] i" 
(which thoſe other likely ſeldomne 'C 
or never do) 1 heartily wiſh, they|.3f 
' will benceforward obſerve , wharl'! 
hath been ſaid before, and lay theif] © 
Hives to the Rule and Line, which 4 
(1 hope) they wilt do, 'if they 
heartily believe” the-word of Godto 
be that Law, by which they andall b 
fnankind (hall oneday be judg"4,ind) o 
tri'd. © How eſſe can' they hope r6'] 2 
fland,. and © abide the erial 3 And Ir 
when ſhall "they do- this work of F 
ſearching and rrying their hearts and |? 
ways, if they fet not about it now, | £ 
when they-bave tothinh elſe'todo, | 
but to frame 'their works; atid'ds-' |. 
ings unto that which God hath laid' |;1 


out to lead, and guide them to their 
dappincſs?” © 57 
ff 7: Lec them in readins'obſetve; 
and atcend chiefly thoſe things;which 
ate often - inculcated, and moſt in- 


ſiſted upon in Scripture. Tf any ſhall |. 


ask 


wr a8 + why.,.1 ” anſwer, Becauſe thoſe | 


(a9) 


60:9: d5.fure ) are matcers_ of grearet 
q concernment.. 'Tis 2 Sreat vanity 
{o .{ ſpecially in men.ef weak parts, and 


{mall gifcs ). co pry, and pore much 


Ne < as ſome will.do.) upen (uch paſſz- 


2 


1-4 as have difficulty <pgus uzh 10 chem 
'POZC, .and and. puzzle ch e wy. And 
Fs my Þ to ſay no worſe.) is 

> |.the more, Bl thoſe difficult pa- 
ages. have, for the moſt part, no- 

9 in them; bur, what ve may be 
[7 pran, of. And yet ſ5me 
eateR:concernment n..y 

Re odſurely. i ſome places de- 

Trees Bur ill I affirm confidently, 
y ae qpperwhere expreiſ'd more 
Jy and Plaiph, ſo as no. man of 

common ſence candoubc or make a- 

By quettion.about them, - 

And if, any (ball abjeR agaivſt whac 

;T have, ſaid, chat. wo may be. ſafely 

[gopragr. fome. things declared 1 42 - 


opp ap 2 pinvere Th That,in this 1a AM 
Bake oc) of tlie ſame mind 
on all DEgctc _ world, who 


ſome, things to be of che foun- 
TE Joas y are 06 oFbty fol be 
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Meow; 4nd believ'8in rorde ofil- 


vation \, and dthgrs ph perfttu- 
ive, ſuch us or it error 
vooggt them, © isnor in it (elf _ 
Who can ratiopally [ 
this "fig pits ou Ae og *tt 
paler F'Scriprure-Hi- 
4 bi is anFbelicve that 
Jeſus 'Chiilt died Rays our Sins ani 
roſe again, fot oor 1 Juſticarion? No 
SOEREL the'L. 2 {hg never did 
y Tring would 4jever 
"have reve 4 For an y the 
\owalten Np NN that ticks 
"& cagſe. "But therrupon *%cAll/meve r 
' follow that all gg reveaP'd yo 
© fie” x 0.2 
*Fhar' the oe: hell Py, mh\'a 


"Totnes" Fi take 
"of 6H 


ir) a eo FOES crficle: 
F ach : [But * Ik k 


 — 


co ricery'* "ro inRaines,; - 


__ «ws D.A.c ao 0 © Qa_ Wu _— 7 _— 7 — wh wh @@T .<- 


——— 


WAGON ABRO@RASANO 


Hon Ar er too Scoeeanentea MLA©SC YT 2X 


[IE 
- LY _ 
= WE 


— 


fi » > Oo 
7. Coy, 1 55. But 'folong age belieye 
the Refurre&ion ; 1 ſuppole;, we 
may be ſaved, though we ſhould nor 
know the order that will be in railing 
the -dead, and changing tnem who 
will-be. then alive, © Atl this howe- 
ver muſtbe fo 'underfivod arid inter- 
preted, as I intendir, notrto alloy, 
or countenance any nilſullnegleR, 
or affte&ed ignorance of any Scri 
ture-Truchs”, "bur only co falve * 
Conſciences of ſuch, as cannot afcet 
211 cheir moſt careful] enquiry, come 
to know all the mind of 'God 1n eye 
ry particular, as Scripture. hath it. 
Can. apy man reaſogabl think, we 
- are' bount to mind, an temenibe, 
every de[cent in all the Genealogies, 
as we are to have.in mind the Birth, 
Death, Reſurre&ion, and Alcciitt: 
on of our Lord Jefus Chriſt ? who 
* know nor the & ference, . that hath 
bee among the-moſt fearned , 'and 
fill is, in reconciling the Genealogy 
of our Saviour, as tt is with ſome 
difference recorded.i .in'two Evange- 
Wifts.* And ate there,ngt. ( think) 
many in Heaven, ' yho tievet muc 
udied 


(162) 

udied, Chiitts Pedigree, aſter _the 
fleſh> To return therefore where 
we left; I fay again, obſerve thoſe 
things eſpecially, which are moſt in» 
fiſted on, becauſe.thoſe are of mol} 
conceinmear, and the Holy Gholi 
often, repeats them for this, reaſon, 
that'we may thy Baraze mind, and 
'remember them. We know, and 


believe, that in ſome one or more 6 


Books, of Scripture-there. 1 is revealed 
Tos much of Gods mind and will, as 
is. nece(lary. to. be known1n order to 
Salvation. And yet it. pleaſed th; 
Lofd to give us. his mind in other 
Books . of Scripture, about the (ame 
thyrigs 5. 19, many - others beſides, 
that "the joynt conſent of many 
op the more confirm our faith, 
and we might in that which ſo much 
concerns our Souls,. have fyll mea- 
ſure preſſed dowo, and running o- 
ver; Witneſs the Evangeliſts all re» 
cording the Hiftory of our Saviour 
with ſome vaticty, though no con- 
rfadiction in- the left... As alſo 
Panls piſtles ſo often repeating 
Tin of 'Salyation, by 7 
lone, 


| * |. 1 NT WL 
lone, through faich in his blood, 
and the duties of all Chrilians in all 
their Relations, Now (I ſay a- 
gain ) cbſerve, and attend thoſe 
things, as being of greateſt con- 
cernment, and-others alſo in their 
order; For in ſo doing , we ſhall 
de ſure to know ſo much as we need 
to do, ld | 
"Ina word; Read attentively, and 
that as often as may be, with all 
humility, and an earneſt fincere: de- 
fre to know the will of Godin or- 
der to yout doing it, alwayes beg= 
ving the affitance of his grace and' 
te who alone teaches us to pro- 
7, Then will your .own experience 
convince you, 4gainſt all the rea- 
ſonings of corrupt minds, ,that thete 
8a clear light 1n Scripture, ſuch as 
may eaſily be ſeen of all, whoſe eyes 
th? God of - this -World hath tioc 
blinded, left the light of the gloti- 
ous Goſpel of Chriſt ſhould ſhine 
unfo them. 1g 

- 2. Norto reft themſelves fuisfi- 
& in a notional knowledge of Sciip- 
t:re-truths, bur to labour for, and nz 


H ver 
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.verleaye ill chey come to that which 
is pratical and experimental. For 
chen men are indeed grounded and 
eſtabliſhed in the truth, when they 
have taſted of ic ſo, as to know. it by 
experience. Then they believe Scrip- 
cure to be the Divihe cruth, as a man 
believes ſnow to be white, becauſe 
| he ſees it, or honey to be ſweet, be 
cauſe he hath taſted of it. Labour 
(1 ſay) to ſet.your | Probatum eſt] to 
every Goſpel-rruth, that you may be 
able to. ſay. out, of your own experi- 
ence, this is che cruth. of Chriſt, and 
catinot be otherwiſe, Then you may, 
reaſon as that woman did, Foh. 4. 29. 
Come {ee a man that hath told me all 
things that ever 1 aid ; 1s net thus the 
Chrif# ? So you may ſay, here 1s 
do&rine that bath diſcovered me, 
as nothing elſe could have done, 
Can this be any other then - the 
Word of God? there-is nothing in 
Ir, but what I am certainly affured 


of, by what I know, and have found, | 


and. felt in my ſelf, Surely God 
who is-infinitely. 200d, could ne- 
ver produce out of himſelf, ſuch 

| an 
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an unclean thung,. as I am by nature. 
And- thac: I / am now - altogether 
corrupred-ſo, as in.me dwelleth no 
cood- ching, T know by experience. 


Hence'T: cannor in the leaſt queſtion, 


what Scripture - bath' revealed con. 
cerning the. fall: of man from'char 
eftare of holineſs wherein -Go6d fir(t 
made him. For Iam ſure off it: be. 
cauſe  I' find my nacural ane finfull 
cotfirien difcovered to me in'Scrip- 
tute, ju as-I have felt in my (elf, and 
ſ> laid open [as T-could never expreſs 
ie; yex, orhave imagined/it; Ando 
iv lal{ebat I.read of:chie womans ſeed 
[Che and all the gracesiof Chit 
revealed in'me, asxtiat: my heart ts 
now the counterpart [as rwete ) of 


that a& of pardon' drawn'with Gods 


own hand; afid recorded in ths Scrip.. 
tures of truth,” Fort thewayes of Gods 
Commandments;”t now fihd, they 
are ' not' crievous, but alFpleaſenr, 
exfie, and"fhin,- as Scripture trfdikes 


| them; [Tcare nor for the reaſonines 


oftheh, 16101 a6 T'\now thetruths 
of God'Þy hut 1 died fel in 


H2 And 


42168) 
And for a motive take this, :viz, 

"Thou canſt 'never be well rooted in 

the fairh otherwiſe. Let the head 


be never. ſo full fravghc with know- | 


ledge, ſolongas the heart 1s not.ſea- 
ſoned with-grace, - a man is capable - 
of. being overcome _ by ſuch argu- 
ments., as will be ſuggeſted from 
worldly 2nd ifleſhly Intereſts, He 
that loves .any thing becter then 
Chriſt, whatever be his preſent prov 
feſſion, or reſolution , may be dii- 
ſwnaded from following him, when 
.he comes to rempred with fears, or 
fivours from-the world. Only he 
who hath learnt Chriſt as thecruth is 
.in him, co put off the old, and pur 
on the new man is impregnable.in 
all aflaulcs, having the roort.of the 
matter in him, ſuch as will never 
4quaile, or dierright away, Many a 
Demas hath fallen off, baving loved 
this preſent world, and no argu- 
ments will make a man.invimcible co 
all cemprations, . bur an unfeigned 
faith that .is alway attended with a 
g001 conſcience; This, and no- 
thin; elſe can give a man Sure-foote 


0s ; 


(167) 6 
ing in 'his Chrittianicy, There 7s 
many. a great Scholar, who can diſ- 
pure the ctuth againſt all gainſayers, 
and never be moved, or ſhaken, be-- 
cauſe he 1schroughly Rudizd in the 
2rounds af it, and underfiands the 
deceits and fallacies of all who are 0- 
therwiſe-minded,- But-(o long as his 
heart is nor right with God, he is but 
as a-tree with agreat top, that mzy 
ſoon be turned up by-the- roots, if 
there come a great tempe(t or bla(t- 
of remptation from worldly Intereſt, 
either to fright, or flatter him out of 
his Religion, - Hence-I ſay. again, 
- never think your ſelves well ground- 
e&in your Chriſtianity, til you have * 
ftudied the Scriptures, and your own * 
hearts together, and found by expe- 

rience that you are transformed by 

the . renewing of your minds into * 
that -do&rine which 1s therein deli- 
vered to you, 

3. And when you have found out 
the Divine cruth in Scripture, by 
your experimental feeling of the 
orace and power in it; labour to 
bold ic-faſt, and .by jo means letir 
H 3 90. 
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".g Fs oh Buy the truth, axd ſell it mat 3 

Jud. 3. ont contend earneſtly for the faith once 

Aa aelryered 10 the'Sants, If any now 
adviceis;1 To order all your ways and 
doings exaRtly-according as you-find 
the Rule of them laid'down in Scrip- 
fure;” 'For ir is not the profeſhon, 
or forme, bur the' power of god- 
lineſs ( as-1 ſaid” before) chat will 
will keep you ftedfat unto the end. 
Now Looſneſs and Careleſneſs in 
your ways and walkings will expoſe 
you to remptations, and nor only 
ſo, but they wiltalſo looſen arid un- 
rivet your ſonls from cleaving ſo cloſe 
to the truth, ag' you have formerly 
don2, You will find by wofull ex. 
perience , that any indulgence tro 
worldly_Intereſts, and fleſhly luſts, 
will- much weaken your 'wonted affe- 
ions to the cruths of Chrift, andif 
there be'a continuance of that in- 

. dul:ence, it will cat out all the life 
and heart of your Religion, ſo as you 
will-never ſuffer, or venture much 
for that which' you love no becter. 
So long as your hearts are kepr 


queſtion,: how this is to be done? my[ 


warm 


peu Vi 
38 3% 
4 3s . 


PEE 5A | 


ea in IAMYnl ao. oo of azo. o_ moe 


Ca, a os 3.0 
a : —_ 4; *” <7: 
# <, >.> BE E > fv. _ 
4 Fr - $ If 
- 2 Pl 


(16). _ 


;| wat in the love of the truth, ſo 


tong only you are ſtedfalt, and un- 
moveable inthe profeſſion of. ic. 


There are many Proteſtants. (ſo 


catled ) who know little (the moce 
pirty ) of what they profeſs. And 
there are roo maby who ( whatever 
they profeſs, or know) ate vitioug: 
and abominable'in their lives and 
converfations. For theſe, we muſt 
feave them to the mercy of Gad, in 
hope , that yer their eyes may be 
opened , and theif hearts turned. 
But we cannot reaſonably expe, 
that ſuch ſhould be conſtanc in their 
profeſſion, if once they meer with a 
ſtrong © temptation. - Alas ! how 
ſhould they; who know, and love the 
truth no better? Yea, though mer” 
may perſwade th2mlelves and others 

In a calme, what courage and reſo- 
Jution they have, and will bs ready 

ro (hew' in a liorm, yet if there 

be nor fincericy and-real mortifica» 

tion of all luſts conſtantly endeavou- 

red and exerciſed, their hearts will 

deceive them, when they are moſt 
confident of them. Any. prevailing 
T H 4 Intereſt . 


ad (170) 

Intexeſt in a Soul is as a ſtrong biaſs 
in « boule, A man may aim to cafi 
chic boule ſo, as ic ſhall runina tight 
line'ro the rhark, but che biaſs will 
never ſuffer it to run, as is intended, 
And fo it will prove by evcry one 
whoſe heart hath a biaſs in it. For 
ic wilt turn afide (ere it come half 
way home) whither its Intereſt 
carries ir. Sirs, it is no {mall mat- 
rer to abide by a mans profeſhon 
and Religion, when he is*put to it 
by any great tryal, whether of perſecu- 
rion, or promotion, Nay how can 
ir be ac all, unleſs the Intereſt of 
Cheift, and the allurements. of bis 
love are fuch?, as will counterpoyſe 
all that i; laid 1nto the ballance a- 


vainſt them > Will any man in cool_ 


" Blood venture life and all, unleſs 
there be ſomewhat of far more 
worth to countervaile the loſs * this 
therefore muft be in order co our 
Redfaltneſs in the faith, wiz, A 
conſtant exerciſe of practical godli- 
nefs for keeping up a-go0d underfian- 
divg*'and cotreſpondence berween 
God and ovrSouls, that we may be 

FE EITE {ſo 
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ſo warmed with continual influences” 
from Heaven, as to ſay with the A-" 
poſtle; 2, Cor. 5. 14. That the love 


HY of Chriſt conſtrameth us. * Such, and 
d.f * ſogreat are the manifeitations which - 


we he bath made of 
If love to 'onr Sonls, 


himſelf , ahd_ bis 


as we can never be + 


ty *chankfoll as we onght, but in 4 full * 


«© 5 
2. I adviſe yet 


humbly with God 


his own ſtrength, 
bur repencance for 
evil day, By his 


arm:nr of God that 


it | * avd abſelnte reſignation of our ſelves, + 
* | Candall we havero hisſervice und gle- 


farther; thar in” 


, as knowing that 


D 
c 
- | our greateſt injargements we walk 
) 
f 
; 


his power:alone is all the irength- 
whereby we are enabled to Rand: 
Peters preſumptuous -confidence ity 


wrought nothing 
his fainting in an' 


own ſtrength ſhall 1. Sant. 
»o man prevail; And therefore the 9 
Apoftle exhorts,: 10 be ftrong in the 

| Lord, axd in thr power of bis mighty 
Eph. 6..10, andto:put on the while 


we may be ableto 


ſtand againſt the'wiles of the Devil, 
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V, TI. {tis God alone that k# 
of this Saints, 1. San. 2, 9. * =D 
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_ There need. @o,motives (1 bope 

to/perſwade, However conſider, 
1, What we have. believed, Not 
cunningly deviſed fables, but a ſure 
Word of Prophecy, ſuch as the Apo- 


le ſeems'to; prefer (if the compa- | 
- rative be ſenc'd accordinsto the let- 


ter”). before viſions and immediate 
Revelations : Or. he might ſo \calb 
chem, becauſe the Prophecies might 
be more ſure to the godly Fews 
through long uſe and acquatritance, 
We know the fewsat; Berea examined 
PaslsdoRtrine by the Scriptures, and 
arenottaxed, but-commenJled for it. 
And ifan Angel from heaven ſhould 
preach - any acher dodctrine.,- then 
what we have in Scripture, we bave 
no reaſon to believe it. Thoſe bleſ(- 
ſed Spirits indeed never didic, nor 
ever will, But-we make the ſuppo=- 
fition, which the Apoſtle doth, Gal: 


1. for the more Emphaſis. For Scrip+ 


rure-truths,: they are of long Rand- 
ins.” and: approved. by their abiding 
che:teft and triall of-ſo-many, ages. 


Chrif+ and 'his: Apoſtles made the 


old Teftament the Standard of their 
doarine, 
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they who hearnor the one, will tle- 


(in) 
doArine; and appealed to ie for the 
proof of all chey preacht-to:the peo+ 
ple: Moſer and the Proiphits' are 
w:ye tobe heeded, fer if a man roſe 
from the dead, "Link; 15. 31, . And: 


ver regard the other, if our Saviour 
ſaid true. Was it ever heard that a- 


. ny doArine fo much as preretided to 


Scriptures antiquity ? 'Oris it poſſble 
that. any thing bur cercain crutch + 
ſhould ourſtand | the fiftings and wins, 
nowings of ſo 'many ages, ſpecially 
when' hath bad ſo many profeſſed 
ebemres ? Shall we now call in que- 
ſion what was never queſtioned be- 
fore ? Have pot. all Chriſtians (who - 
deſerved that hame ) goat ouſly 
agreed in belicving' 3 e faſt and. 
truth-deliveret in Seri Ang ite. 7 6t.do. 
Proteſtan's how bel chivg. 

that was .not befieved by il Gaines? | 
evet ſince any part of Scripture Was 
penned? we b-lieve on the Son of 
God who exve himſelf 4 ranſome for . 
af, And this Do&rine we have 1n.- - 
Moſs, who was the fi-/# perman of 
Stripture, and (as out Saylour ſaith) jgh, 5 
wrote 
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y, (194) 
MReof bim; .. Muſt we now call 
in, queſtion all rhar Afoſes, and the 
P;ophers ,. and be . Apoſtles have 
Wrien, yea; and cry it down as no 
Rule of faith ? then farewell all our 
Chrifianicy, and the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion at once, For where have we | 
Fearnt all the myſtery of godlineſs, 
God manifeſted in the fleſs, juſtified 
wm the ſpirit, &c. 1 Time 3. fin. 
Who, or what hath given us to 
know, what have been all the Tranſ- 
ations of Cod with the ſors of 
men, in order to eternal life from 
the beginning > Will our Adverſa- 
ries ſay rouncly once for all, that 
the doQrine of Scripture is not the - 
doQtine of Chriſt ? Ler them ſpeak 
aur, if they. have a mind to ſay ſo, 
and.then we know what to anſwer 
them. But if they will not avow 
this, {a$ indeed they have not yer 
is plain terms) we have this to ſay 
. for our ſelves, that we believe, what 
they deny not to be the truch -of 
God, and the dofrine of Chrift.. 
That we cannot be aſſured of this 
otherwiſe then by Tradition, bath. 
TERS | becn 
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been already anſwered, and no mote” 
needs to be ſaid about it. For mens: 
Tradition, we kfiow-it Will ſerve: 
(nothing becter ) to uſher in and 
eſtablic: mens Inventions, . But ſhall: 
we renounce out own Reaſon ſo far, 
as to appeal to men (who. are all 
lyars ) for the truth of what 1s ſpo- 
ken by him that cannot lye? Oh} 
conſider and remember, that in be- 
lieving. Scripture, 'We believe not 
Prophecies, or Prodigies, not heard 
| of till yeſterday, No; we believe 
the everlaſtirg Goſpel, and the good: 
old way to-relt and/peace. The vesy: 
doQrine of praQical godlineſs, and; 
moral righteouſneſs, taught us in 
Scripture, is ſuch as we cannot but 
aſlenc unto it; as agreeing with, and- 
approved by our natural lizhe, ſo as 
we muſt-forfeit out Reaſon, ere we- 
can be perſwaded to queſtton Scrip- 
rures authority, Read but the Pro- 
' phets, and the P/alms, and the Proc 
verbs, and Pauls Epiſtles, or other | 
pa*ts of Scripture, and: conſider the. - 
precepts of ſobriety , temperance, 
righteouſneſs , juftice' and truth, 
- which 


(176) 


which are'there fo tnany'; and will 
not our conſcitricesfay;-thefeare all 


. of -God, and we now they are Di- 
vine by the: natural. light which is in 
us? Whb could have cleared up the 
Inbred riotions and impreſffrons that 


ate upon alt medts hearts, fo as they 


are-cleared'"1n” Sefipture,, | bur char 
light in which"alont We'ſee lighr > 
- for'the myfterie of Godlineſs ; we 
know It is aftogerher of ſupernatural 
Divine'Revelation, and b2ing ſuch, 
whar need'is there, 6r can there'be 
of any ment or-Charches authoriry 
eo confirm 46?- To'ſiy no more, 


let: Reafon -judge' and derermine, 


whether the” faith of men can autho- 
rieativelycorfirm the faith of God. 
And yer 't muf;,'5f we” cannot be 
afcertaiged- of the one” wirhout the 
other ; "yes; and our faith in Gods 
ceftimony mult be-reſolved into the 
refiimony' of men, as yielding to. us 


che greateſt certzinty, beyond all. . 


doudt of queſtion. Conſider, I ſay, 
what we have believed, viz. rhe an- 
rierit, yea, Etetnal Word of the ever- 
living God, and this Wo:d alwayes 
one 


1 (197 } 
one andthe ame as God is, onlyar 
ſundry times, nd 18 divers manners, 
it, was\ſpoken,to che Fathers, by che 
Prophets, and 1n theſe laſt rimes to 
us by che Son himſelf, and ſach as be 

hath ſent. i: - 200 27 26 
2, Conſider, that in bebeving the 
teftimony .0f God -in| his written 
Word, we believe and receive-the. 
faith of our Forefatherg, who ſuffered 
for their cloſe adhering toScriprures 
docrine, and could not -be parted: 
from-it, but rather choſe. to part with 
their lives fore, And herein they! 
approved themſelves. the : genuine 
and kindly flue of all the antient 
Martyrs, who loved not their lives 
unto the death for the 'ceftimony of 
Jefus, We ſhould roo much wrong 
our ſelves, and:the cauſe of Chriti} 
an Religion to yield that, which-our: 
Adverſatics will never be. able by 
dint of argument, to-force from us, 
vis, That we are upſtarts , newly 
ſ>rung: out2of, the. aſhes. of our lace: 
Reformers, /' They were (as we call: 
them.) Reformers, that repaired the 
deſolations which had been made in. 
| many 


05 . - A 

| many ages, and did not coine new 
faith never before heard of, We 
are not Calvimiſts, or Lutherans, 
(though ſo miſcalled by ſome ) bur 


Chriſtians, -as Luther, Calvin, and 


others were in the laft age. - And 
os and alFothers of the: ſamg@pro- 

100, ſtood 'to maintain their:do- 
&@rine, as the: fairh of Forefathers, 
all along from the beginning of the 
Goſpel.” And our Adverſaries are 


not- ignorant , that this bath been. 


held- and: ſufficiently made good by 
thevore and reftimony-of the moſt 
. ancient Fathers, unto \whom our 
Learned | have appealed as unto 
Judges in this Cauſe. But our faith 
1s:not in the Fathers never ſo antient 
or:learned,: but in our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, ' whom we have learnt tro 
count ant call our Father and Ma- 
ter, as being the only Lawgiver. 
Only we appeal to the Fathers thus 
fat, asto produce them for 'our wit- 
neſles, and know we have reaſon to 
alledge their reftimony, becauſe they 
ewned the ſame dogrine of Chriſt, 
which we now. do.. . And though the: 
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appellation of Proteftants was occa+ 
fioned in the laſt age by the Prote- 
ftarion-made againſt the /nrerim, yet 
theſe Were but ſucceſſors ta thoſe, 
who had for many ages before pro-« 
teſted againſt the additions and in- 
ventions of men, beſides the Rule 
of faith. We can therefore plead 
Antiquity and Succeſſhop,.as well as 
others, and betrer too, unleſs they 
could prove better rhen they have 
done yer, that their Faith is the ſame 
that was delivered by the Apoſiles. 
For this is it which we build our faith 
upon, and by this are-we confirmed 
In ir, viz, That we profeſs the ſame 
truths, which the Apoſiles received 
from Chriſt, and delivered unto the 
firſt Chriſtian Churches, Hence we 
ſay, when we are told, that rhe Te- 
nets of our Adverſactes ( wherein 
they differ from vs). have been re- 
ceived for many ages, that they are 
not ſo old as the Apoſtles, Beſides 
we know, that cuſtoms beſides or 


againſt truth, is but an ols errour ? Terr. de 
' And whaiſo:wer # again't truth, is anvwe/and, 
' _Herefie, though never ſaolds Truth v8. c. 


(180) 
& older then err our, and good was be” 
fore :any evil, And fo we conſenr, 
that whac was firſt, was beſt. But 
that our Adverſaries Tenets are ſuch, 
we deny, and ſay, they'were not from 
the beginning, though ſome of: them 
wete taken'up early enough, and too 
ſoon, as { we know) it was not long 
ere {in got. into the world, and yet ir 
was after God had made men righre- 
ous. "Our Saviour, MMatth, 5. cor- 
reas many things that hid been long 
received, and went for currant, by 
oppoſing bis Word avaint them, 
aur Tſay ante you ] It is abundantly 
enovgh to juſtific us in what we hold, 
thac we find our faith"in Scriprute, 
and this our Adverſaties know very 
well, and cherefore we need nor 
marvel, that they are ſo buſfie in 
raiſing doubts and queſtions abour its 
Divine auchority,. For let us once 
let Scripture go ( as ſome would 
' have us) *our faith is gone alſo, 
Were 1t not for Scripture, I know 
- nSthing to hinder, why every man 
may not coine 2 faith to himſelf, 
and: ſay 1t is the- doQrine of Chriſt. 
Yea, . 
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wi (181 ) ; 
Yea, deny Chriſt andall Chriſtianity. 
For what have we ta-prove it beſides 
che Scripture ? or how' can we diſ- 
prove any. damnable. do&rines/and 
devices'of inen withoutit-? O | ler 
us/never: think of turning from the 
200d old way, wherein we followall 
thoſe Champions, whom nothing 


could perſwade to; part with it. ..; 
..-/3. Confider what, and bow much 


we looſe, .if-- we. hold not faſt. this 
ground . of our confidence edfaſt 
unto the end. Ir is not for nothing, 
that our adverfaries- preſs and urge us 
ſo-much this way. They tell us plain- 
ly, that ler go this and all isgone, 
And they ſay truly in ic. For our 


faith hath no Sure footing, if Scrip- 


cures authority be ſuch as they would 
make it, We have ſeparated-from 
them for many' years: paſt, and the 
true reaſon and ground of our ſepa- 
ration was, that they held and pra- 
Qiſed fo: many things contrary to 
Scripture, ind would nor yiz1d colay 
them: afide. Hereup6n we ' refolved 
to communicate no longer | with 
them;:becau'e we could not _— | 

it.) Waar. 
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wint we judged f(infull, as being a- 
gainſt, or beſide that which we count 
the only Rule. [1 


This (ſay) hath-beerr and fill 


1s the quarrel 'between us;* For -if it 
be obſerved, -in our differences with 


them, - we (till are on the nezative 
part.- Avd why ſo ? Su:ely, becauſe 


our differences are about tuch things 
asthey hold beſides and again{t Scrip- 
ture.- For in-theſeweare boundrs 
deny -what they affirm. I-ſay again 
bound, [/#b p&»a of looſing all our 
profeſſion, ſo far as we are Prote- 
flants in- oppofitionto-PapiRs. :And 
this let any mar'thatisſober and in- 
relligent judge of, For ler Oral ard 
PraQtical Tradition { as they call ic”) 
be the only Rule of faith, whar is be: 
come of Scripture ? may I nor juſtly 


ask, whether ic'be ſomething, or a 


meer empty nothing? what can it 
be ( ar bet) more then a Cipher; 
which (we know) in numbering 
ftands for nothing, unleſs-a figure 
te-putto 1t ? Tradition .( ſay they”) 
is that,-and that only, which can 
aſcercain'us, that this 1s the yery do- 
Arine 
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&rine 'of Chriſt which we: believe; 
And then what ts Scripture: more 
then a dead letrer? and Tradition is 
ic which gives Spirit and life ro It; 
And where are we then ? even where 
our adverſaries would-have us tobe, 


Then we muſt go to:the Church for 


ourfaith,! and take that for the truth; 
which hath- been delivered down for 
many ages. whatever it be, right or 
wrong. Ehe (Church : ( ſay they) 
cannot erre, And ſoſaywe. - But 
they, and' we are not agreed forall 
this:Fot they mean noother Church, 
then their own,and this (ſpy they 3 


 hach thetriue faith whichFrom the A» 


pofiles - was delivered ar firſt, and: 


-hath been conveighed down ſucceſ- 
Gvely 8 all ages, and it now reſis; 


enly - 'among Roman-Cacholicks. 
God hath: and ever had (fay we) a 
Church, or ſociety of men on earth, 
who did not, indeed could not {be- 


.cauſe of Gods promiſe) erreinany 


thing neceſſary to to be known.and 
believed in order to ſalvation. But 
we cannet- admit their Church, and: 
this-to-be all one, ' God hath made 

2 
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2promiſe- ro his Church that he will 
be-with it to: the end of the world, 
and this Church. ſhall be led intoalt 
neceſſaty ſaving truths.” - Bur' let our 


adverſaries ſhew / us: (if they can) 


one Promiſe of God: made toany ge- 
neration of men afrer che fleſh, :tuch 
2s wis madeto Abrahams: ſ;eds and 
was "made' .ro then anrifbehe 
promiſed ſeed icame, 1/r4*l ſo long 
continued to be Gods'pdopley bes 
cauſe of his promiſe. Bur: God hath 
ho one pages of one Rock and-kin- 
died /ever-fines,” unro:which he bath 
thadvany ſuetipromaſe/- Formany, 
who> were” ofice 4 '/people rv God; 
afterwards became none,” and-they 
wito:yetiare none, are in a: tapacit 


tbe Gods people,and: (hill be ſuehy. | 


when he pleaſes to call them; Hens 
we\count nothing of any arguments 
drawn fromny perſonal'and tineal ſuc- 
cefſion, but look- only afcet ſucceſſi- 
on 1n 'do@rine... And?rhis/ we have 
tafor'rs do, Tecingithe Heavenly 
Inkericance' is chrapled only upory 
thefe who Ynow, andobey therruch, 
Aud where is this cruth,, if not-in 


Scripture? | 


A 
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| Credit at all. ( ſuch as we muſt gives 
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Scripture ? and it we once ler. go 
Scriptures verdict 1n the Cauſe, muſt 
we not and, or-fall according to the 
ſentence of rche.Chutcit ? and whac 


| Church can pretend to more thenthe 


Church of Remwe will pretend unts ? 
but ler Scripture be judge inthe Caſe, 
and it_ will ſoon, appear, that all is 
bur a vain 2nd empty; pretence.. And 
why ſhould we not appeal toir alone, 
and leaye ig,te umpue che differen- 
ces > Our advetſaties never durſt ſay 
as yet (for ought] bave known) that 
is 18 noqthe Word of God, though 
ſome of them haveſpoken moſt um 
worthily of ic, and reptoached irſo, 
as none would (I-think ) do/,. that 
ſeriouſly believed:it ro bz indeedthe 


| Word-of God. However they ſay 


not. in-terms, thatit is not the Word 
of God, though that will be thecon-. 
ſequence of what-they ſays and thac 
( we think, unavoidable, af allthings 
be. duly conſidered. - Surely to usit 
muſt be (0. For if it hath naicreditas 
to us,. Without a Cercificate: under 
the hands of men; it deſerves. 'no 


co 
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| to it?) as 2, Rule of faith, and the 
ground work of all our hopex. And 
chis is "rational , becauſe then we. 
necdnot goto Sctipture, fince there 
is ſomewhat elſe that is more to be 
crediced, then ir. For no man that is 
reaſonable can be ignorant , that 
what makes any thine co be'whac it 1s, 
muſt be 'more ſuch, if not formally, 
yer virtually, of eminently, And our 


| 


adverſaries take ir ſo;/and therefore |} 


, 'ſayplainly, that Scripture for many 


reaſons 18 no competent ' Rule of | 


' faith, but Tradition doth the work 
chat ' 1s needfull ro be done, and isa: 
Rule in every reſpe& complear. 


Now let this be granted, and then 


look about , and ſee what follows. 
They ſay and chigk, (though not cru» 
by) char they have Tradition by the 


forepatc, viz. that' all the hifi ages ' 


of the Chrigian Church held as they 


do now. And for the hinder end, . 


they have ic faſt enough, as we all 


know. . For nc muſt- orant, what' 


we; cannot ( without imputence ) 
deny,: that the moft of theſe pares of 


the world went Reme-ward, for ma- 
- =y 
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ny of cheilatrer ageg;7 i And we: do 
not -wonderniat> ito :beaduſe at is ne _ 
more then what Scciptarerhath fores 

told. - And now if Scripture be thus 
laid; by; whar-will become af all thac 
faich yyhich'we have, orher the whae 
Papifts: have 2: or: tow can we.gefuſe 
whatever-they ſhalb impoſe by abeir 
Tradition? ; And fhalb it be ever faid, 
| that we:have made a ſeparatien ſo 
lone, and :noW'turnback .a;ainy upon 
ne:other2rountt then this, 4:2; that 
Traditionzis the :Rule-of. Faith} and 
Scripture is Every way urfit for. ſuch 
2 work'* what1s this-but tocalt-due 
in the faces of [ll that: wet befare 
us;:andhazardedaHirqvindicate add 
ob:aim thanlibercy, which the wriudis 
Word; :ſo long ſuppreſied; hath [finge 
had amongh ws?; 'Bor :thilf/ was: the 
| »4/c add: rope of all: chedifarders and 
difempers:that cuer-bavtbeen ſince 
| the Apbiled times bntothls-dayz ves 
damn beveivor contented cthems 
{elves with;a Rule! of Gods makingy 
but-(jncche pride! of-cheir-hearts;) 
would ftame Laws into theniſelves; 
- JAndchis begark in _n dpBlenrines, 
& 1b! F. 
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_ (as) 
-bþ the orkingeot San inche fable 
Apoſttes, why would chen keep up 
.che-entiecicLaws of God ('imrended 
.only cill chetime of Reformation } 
vehiem accordingto his will they ought 
.z0 be daitl _———_ (4 DIEYSn 
4" Kagmdocn | 
d——— ere So th others ahermanie 
deviſing muby thinys defi on- 
Jy Role. Ald fo iris cotne'to pals 
:by many degrees 'at luſt, irhur Scrip- 
— — 
| be cre in £ . 
"And wow te us er 25a 
x | adoing for an 
years and 'more.' Have we all chis 
While 'belioved ih vain? And have 
a1l-rhoſe who are] prone 'tw/anocher 
| [work before vor eyes, died withour 
hope? \ What ! have we been in 4. 
ſreertteam ſo fobg, and could ne- 
-ver de wagkenedull mow? Aro we 
.now co ſeek bf 8 Rule of faith? In-| ' 
deed ive hevenbenbelioved:coſmall 
_  -purpvle, and (6 liave' many other 
- whom we have hitherco thoaght co 
never received ay frulkeof che mT 
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(x89) 62 
rit,: fuch as have bee a ſeal tothe” 
truths of the written Word, ſo as we 
can fay, we know what and' when 
we bave belicyed? ' were- our eyes 
mrver opened, nor our hearts eyer 
bumbled: or melced ? If chey heve” 
been, then conſider, whar doArine 
bath beer» proached' to vs, «and by 
what means we cameo be what we - 
ﬆe. And have we'ner enough for 
all intents and purpoſes? we tave 
Jeſus Cheift evidemly-ſ& forth ro-us 
10 Scripture ,- md ne whicre effe. 
And have we need of any other Sh2 
viour > wo have thowsf of belinefs 
1 Scripture, 29 no wer che, and 
can we go to heaven im any other” 
way 2 Are we \ndanger of periſhins' 
by believing in Chritalone? ve will 
godlineſsard worldlyluſts' (xy Serip- - 
ture commands,. and requires ) Þþa- 

»zard our ſouls? Nay wift nor faich 

10-Chrilt alone, ſuch faith (I mean) - 

as Works by love, ſave us? then whac 

will become of me; and others who + 

never-yer learnt any other way of + 

ſalvation, and reſolve (through Gods 

].2 help 
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| help. and grace.) never. to think .of 
- any other? | | 
= +» Bup Eball:ay no: more, when 1 
=” - v6 related pne Rory. ':Derhifoire 
Bonner kinſman;). ſaid to Hawkes 
(the Martyt ) Tox will bave nothingy 
bu; your pretty Gods Book, No, ({aid 
Hawkes) and #5 not. that enang b-for. 
*7 {atvation?, Ter, ( ſaid theothet) 
but not for ; your" 1»ſtruition." 'Þ 
(aid Hawkes) God ſend me the ſal- 
2ation, and take you the inftruttion. 
And of cafoyna on, he ng _ 1 
others t hope. If Scripty 
not ſufficient $0 ſhevr and-aſure 3 
what weare co believe and doigrot- 
derto ourſalvation, (as fome- would 
perſwade ys,)- we are teſolved, bow-. 
eve; to kaye our, ſouls toGods-fiee: | 
Mercy, 38:35 I8-revealedehereing, and 
leavz>others, that bayeia mind ,)to 
cake alj.e InftruRion, that is to bz 
had by Tradition. | 
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E late dreadfull Fire, kindſed 
gur God:provoking fins and 
r: agons, rtanſcetiding, 211: Que. 
-_ "© - Cifrer ſo mady Mirg- 
cles*bf: merus 1nd deliverances 
4 within chree dayes ſpace cyrned no - 
© lefs then $3 Parihes and. Pariſh-' 
| | Churches, wich ihe Cathedral Church. 
| | ofthe late grear andy'otious City of 
" Lox inco heaps of aſhes and rub- 
biſh; to the jult horror and amaze- 
ment of all SpeRtators of their flames | 
and ruines; which as it proved ex- 
rremely prejudicial and deſtructive 
co.molt-Companies of the City, yet - 
. 4 & none : 


"none. w Say receive fo grap 
= ind; damniages by . that po Goeps 
Conflaoration, as the Company of 
Spationers, molt of - whoſe Habicati- 
ONS, eget 0 W_ 
with.all.the: 8; Dpund | 
and inbound Xo "felf6rt- Toms He 
nbuſtſencly and difficulty to re- 
_—_ chem ) were ,not: vals _— 
med in a:-moment, but their.,a 

and ſcorched _ wich the | 
violence of the windin the air, were 
ſcattered in ſundry places above 16. 
miles diftance from the City, tothe 
oreat admiration of the. Beholders. 
Amongſt other. millions of Books. 
thus ſuddenly conſumed, this lictle. 
Book ſuffered 1n the ſame kind; how-, 
ever thou haſt ic now with many 
Additions. Reader, pray for the Au- 
thor, andbeg a bleſſing upon his en- 
deavours for reby good. 


F arewel, 
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I A brief Collefion owt 0 Simeon 
',  Dinelthieriſis bis H; ory, writ= ©. 46 

| " }en Anno 113 4 Johannes Ha-- 6 7 
. guſtaldenſis bis Contenuer, and - + -* 
po cc when. and-bow' often the: 

City of London hath been al-: 
pn totally burnt by ſudden 


Firesin s foy mite, ages. ol «i: 


Ar Domin 798. 5 Lundopie a Ma po 
A [pre repentino cum magna homi- nclm, Hift, 
"ou multutudimne conſwmpcet Bo. 1 pA £02 Afb 
LY gor. Hatbuberhr. gre 
niz C; rvitatis autſtes vit ba jus Cone Ol. "of 
temp/it tempor : Et paulo poi?, mag- 
na pars: ict 14 P1966 repentino. igneicons by 


£ uppta eſt, 


_ Theſe two great Fires in Londoy. 
within three years ſpace, made itina , + >, 
menne: deſolate and unhabicable for-\ :+ + 

INY 35. 


”y ears, | eilt ry4diſie Ki 
: i*X5 no 0 adit by Xing» 


£13). ſtorian, and the Ghronicle of Bromton 


$1. . thus record.: » Eodens tonpare. ( Anus 
j. 5; 886.) 8ev dow Hondupol 
; Brom- 1#Cud1a ur inns, frrageſg we pope rruns 
þ. col. Londouiant' al ate, 1U;; alews 
b2, 813: howorifiet reſt anravit, & habitabil:m- 
| feet 3 arif i it was not —_ be- 
woot CIP 


þ thidem, "7 bes 98; Codes Londogi 

P; 161. 1gxe cremata eft'; ſo Simon Dunel.- 

39+ C0. wenſir + But rl {bronicle of Brom- 
; 3 637* vony fere's 1Lne cremate ef... 


Sha:Du-. © Anne Drid. 1089; Ferox flemma 
; 8 Hiſt. 1; bes mHltdas, Ecclefi lam qnogne Santi 
F, ©23- Pauli Apoſtolt, ew majore & meliors 
4 de parte Londoniz conſump It, 

gb: on 


FEVMW, -t' fps 1133. (21 H. 1.) Maxis 
£1. 2» 294 pars Londoniz Civitatis in ebdo- 
"ct wala Pentecoſtes C0 mbuſta ſt > before * 
'm, Du- Which , fellas Cometes oftavo id 


Hz 
| 3? per” Tohannem Huguſtalden'em, col. 263. |. 3, 
Octo- 


ORabris fere per dies 75, apparmit : 
as we had two Comers ſucceeding 
each other in few Months, before the 
late-devouring Peſtilence, and conſu- 
ming Fire, vihbly ſeen in and over 
Lozdor, not to be parallel'd in any 
Age. 


